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The Printer to the Reader. 

COnrteous Reader, There was no Argument at firft in¬ 
tended to the Book, but for the fatisfa&ion of many 

that have defired it,I have procur’d it, and withall a reafon 
of that which tumbled many others, why the Poem Rimes 
not. v , S. Simmons« 

THE 

ARGUMENT: 
Of the \ 

FIRST BOOK. 
He firft Book propofes firft in brief the 

whole Subjeft, Cfttans difobedience3 and the 
lofs thereupon of Paradife wherein he was 
plact: Then touches the prime caufe of his 

falf the Serpent, or rather Sac an in the Serpent 5 who re- 

voltingfrom God, and drawing to his fide many Legions 
of Angels, was by the command of God driven out of 
‘Heaven with all his Crew intoJ he great Deep. Which 
a&ion part over, the Poem hafts into the midft 
of things, prefenting Satan with his Angels now fal¬ 
len into He If defcrib’d here, not in the Center C for 
Heaven andEarth may be fuppos’d as yet not made, 
certainly not yet accurft ) but in a place of utter darf 
nefje , fit Heft call'd Chaos; Here Satan with his Angels 
lying on the burning Lake^ t hinderflrnck^and aft onifht, 

after a certainfp ice recovers, as from confujion, calls up 
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The Argument. 
i him who next in Order and Dignity lay by him 5 they con• 

1 ftr.of thir mifer able fall, Satan awakens all his Legi- 
ons0 who lay till then in the fame manner confounded $ 

7 hey rife^ thir 'Numbers^ array of Battel5 thir chief Lead¬ 
ers nani d^ according to the ldols known afterwards in 

Canaan and the Countries adjoyning. To thefe Satan 
directs his Speech * comforts them with hope yet of re¬ 
gaining Heavenfint tells themlafily of anew World and 
new kind of Creature to be created5 according to an an¬ 
cient Prophejie or report in Heaven 5 for that Angels 
were long before this vifible Creation,, was the p* 
pinion of many ancient Father?. To find out the 
truth of this Prophefie 5 and what to determin thereon 
he refers to a full Conned/* IT hat his Ajfociates thence 
attempt. Pandemonium the Palace of Saran rifes3 

fuddtnly built out of the Deep: "I he infernal Peers there 

fit in Connfel. , . < 

Of the 

SECOND BOOK. 

THe Confutation begun5 Satan debates whether ano¬ 
ther Battel be to be hazarded for the recovery of Hea¬ 

ven : fome advife it\ others dfiuade: A third propofal 
is prefer3 ds mention d before by Satan 5 to fearch the 
truth oj that Prophefie or Tradition in Heaven concern¬ 
ing another world and another kind of creature equall or 
not much infer i our to them fives about this time to he 
created: Thir doubt who fi) all be font on this difficult 

fearch; Satan thir chief undertakes alone the voyage 

* 



The Argument. 
is hcnourd and applauded, The Council thus ended, ihe 
reft betaine themfever al Wayes & to fever al im ploy meats,, 
as thir inclinations lead them % to entertain the time tilt 
Satan return• Hepaffes on his 'journey to Hell Gates, 
finds them fl;ut9 and wk® fat there to. guard them3 by 
whom at length they are oftndy and di(cover to him the 
great Gulf between Hell and Heaven 3 with what diffi¬ 
culty he paffes through, directed by Chaos3 the Power oj 
that place, to the fight of this new World which he fought. 

Of the 

THIRD BOOK 

GOd fitting on his Throne fees Satan flying towards 
this world, then newly created 3 ft jews him to the Son 

who fat at his right hand 5 foretells the fuccefs ofS a tan 
in perverting mankind 3 clears his own juftice and Wjfr 
domfrom all imputation, having created CM an free and 
able enough to have with flood his Tempter 3 yet declares 
his purpofe of gracetowards him, in regard he fell net of 
his own malice, as did Satan3 but by him feduc t, T he 
Son of God renders praifes to his Father for the manife* 

flation of his gracious purpofe towards Man 3 but God 
again declares, that Cjrace cannot be extended towards 
Man without the fatisfaff ion of divine juflice 3 Man 

j hath offended the majefty of god by afpiring to Godhead, 
| and therefore with all his Progeny devoted to death wufl 
I dye-) unlefs fome one can be found fuffleient to anfirer for 
his offence, and undergoe his Tumfhment• The Son of 
God freely offers himfelfa T^anfome for. Man ; the, Pa* 

.1 the ? 
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ther accepts him^ ordains his incarnation, pronounces 
his exaltation above all Hamesin Heaven and Earth 5 
commands all the Angels to adore him $ they obey „ 

and hymning to thir Harps in full Quire 3 celebrate 
he Father and the Son. Mean while Satan alights 

upon the hare convex of this Worlds outermofl Orb 5 
where wandring he firfi finds a place fince call'd The 
Lymbo of Vani ty 5 what perfons and things fly up 
thither $ thence comes to the Gate of Heaven 3 describ'd 
a (vending by flairs0 and the waters above the Firmament 
that flow about it : His pajfage thence to the Orb of the 
Sun 5 he finds there Uriel the Regent of that Orbfut fir ft 
changes himfelf into thefhape of a meaner Angel ? and 
pretending a .zealous defire to behold the new Creation 
and Man whom God had plact here5 inquires of him the 
place of his habitation3 and is cl ire Sled 5 alights firfi 
on Mount Niphates. 

Of the 

FOURTH book. 
QAtan nowin profpeff of Eden., and nigh the place 

where he mufi no tv attempt the bold enter prize which 
he undertook_alone againjl God and Man3 falls into ma¬ 
ny doubts with hitnfelfi and man) pajjlons^ fear3 envy, 
and defpare^bui at length confirms himfelf in evil Jour¬ 
neys on to Fara'diJe^mhofeoutward profpeUandfeituati- 
on is defersbed^ overleaps the bounds3 fits in the fijape of 
a Cormorant on the Tree of life3 as kighefi in the Garden j. 
tolool^abcut him. The. Garden deferib*d jSatans firfi 

fight 



- ' The Ar gum mty 

\ fizht of Adam and E vt^hjs vender at thir excellent form 
and hippy flute, but with refolution to worf^ thir fall 5 
overhears thir difeourfethence gathers that the tree of 
knowledge was forbidden them to eat of 5 under penalty 
of death 3 and thereon intends to found his temptation5 
by feducing them to tranfgrefs: then leaves them a while,, 
to know further of thirJiate by fame other means. Mean 
while Uriel dtfsending on a Sun-beam warns Gabriel^ 
who had in charge the Gate of Parad?fei that fome evil 
\pirit had efcap’d the Deep 9 and pafi at Noon by his 
Sphere in the fjape of a good Angel down to Paradife, dif- 
covered after by his furious gejiures in the Mount. Ga^ 
briel promifes to find him out ere morning. Night com- 
ingon0 Adam and Eve difeourfe of going to thirrell: 
thir Bower deferib'd 3 thir Evening worfhip. Gabriel 
drawing forth his Bands of Night-watch to walkjhe round 
of Paradife appoint j*two jlrong Angels to Adams Bower 0 
teafi the evill fpirit fhould be there doing fame harm to 
Adam or E\cjleeping 3 there they find him at the ear of 
Evexempting her in a dream3 and bring him 9 though 
unwillingjo Gabriel 3 by whom quefiiond, he [corn- 
fully anfrnrs^ prepares reft fiance^ but hinder'd by a Sign 
from Heaven3 flies out of Paradife* 

. V * •' ' - ‘ ' - „ / ------- 

Of the 

FIFTH BOOK. 
i . 4 r 

Morning approaeh’t9 Eve relates to Adam hertron- 
blefome dream 5 he likes it not 9 yet comforts 

|her : 7hey come forth to thir day labours s Thir Morn~ 

I • \ s 



The Argument. 
I ing Hymn at the Door of thir Server, God to render Man 
inexenfable fends Raphael to admoniflshint of his obe¬ 
dience ? of his free ejiate , of his enemy near at hand 5 
rvho he is ^ and why hx enemy ^ and whatever elfe may 
avail Adam tokytow. Raphael comes down to Taradsfe 
his appearance defer ib’d9 his coming drfcerndby Adam 
afar off fitting at the door of his Bower 5 he goes out 
to meet him^ brings him to his lodge, entertains him with 
the choycefi fruits of Far adife got together by Eve 3 thir 
difcourfe at Table * Raphael performs his meffageyninds 
Adam of his fate and of his enemy 5 relates at Adams 
requejt who that enemy is, and how he came to be fo^ be¬ 
ginning from hisfirfl revolt tn Heaven3 and the occafon 

thereof? how he drew his Legions after him to the parts 
of the North, and there incited them to rebel with him 3 
perfwading all but only Abdiel a Seraph^ who in Argu¬ 
ment diffuadcs and oppofes him5 then forfakes him. 

Of the 

SIXTH BOOK. 

_ael continues to relate how Michael Ga¬ 
briel were fent forth to Battel againf Satan and his 

Angels* V he firfi Fight defer)Hd : Saran and his Tow¬ 
ers retire under Night : He calls a Corned, invents de- 
vilifi) Enginesb which in the fecond dayes Fight put Mi¬ 
chael arid his Angels tofomediforder ? but they at length 
pulling up OMoun tains overwhelm’d both the free and 
Mach ins of Satan : Tei the '1 umult tail \o ending. Go'd 
on the third day fends Meffiih his fir whom he 

had 



The Argument. 
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had refcrv'd the glory of that Vi&ory : Hee in the rower 
of his Father coming to the place, and canfing all his 
Legions to jlandfill on either fide, with his t harlot and 
Thundcr driving into the midjl o f his Enemies, purfues 
them unable to rejiji towards the wall of Heaven $ which ' 
openings they leap down with horrour and confufion into | 
the place of punifiment prepar'd fur them in the Deep: 
Mcffiah returns with triumph to his Father. 

Of the 

SEAVENTH BOOK. 

RAphael at the requefi of Adam relates how and 
wh:refore this World was firJl created 5 that God, 

after the expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Hea¬ 
ven, declar'd *hispleafure to create another. World and 
other Creatures to dwell therein 3 fends his Son with 
Glory and attendance of Angels to perform the work^of ' 
Creation in fix dayes : the Angels celebrate with Hymns 
the performance thereof and his reafeention into Heaven* 
Adam then inquires concerning celeftial Motions , is 
doubtfully anfwer d,and exhorted to fearch rather things y 
more worthy of knowledge Adam afjents^ andfill dfi- 
rous to detain Raphael5 relates to him what"J^ remem- 
herd fince his own Creation, his placing in ra^difepis 
talkypith God concerningfolitude and firpdHy; his 
firft meeting and 'Huptials with Eves his difeourfe with ** 
the Angel thereupon 5 who after admonitions repeated 



The Argument 

Of the 

EIGHTH BOOK. 

SAtan having compaji the Earth , with meditated 
guile returns as a mijt by Night into Paradtf ?3 enters 

into the SerpentJleeping. Adam and Eve in the Mom. 
inggo forth to thir labours5 wh c hKve propofes to divide 
in jtveralplaces, each labouring apart z Adam confe.tts 
not3 U dging the danger5 hji that Enemyi of whom 
they were forewarn d, fljoulcf attempt her found alone : 
Eve loath to be thought not circumj pelt or firm enough 3 
urges, her going apart 9 the rather dcfrom to make tryal of 
her jtrength 5 Adam at laji yields : 7he Serpent finds 
her alone j his jubtle approach, flrjl ga%ing5 then fpeakc 
ing.5 with much flattery extolling Eve above all other 
Creature*, Eve wondring io hear the Serpentfpeak^askj 
how he attain d to human fpeech and fuch underjtanding 
not till no® b the Serpent anfwcrs3 that by iajiing of a 
certain 'Tree in the Garden he attain d both to Speech and 
Rea fen ^ till then void of both : Eve requires him to 
bring her to that Tree0 and finds it to be the Tree of 
knowledge forbidden : I he Serpent now grown bolder 

with many wiles and arguments induces her at length to 
eat 5 flee pleas'd with the tajic deliberates a while whether 
to impart thereof to Adam or not5 at lafl brings him of 
the Fruity relates what perfwaded her to eat thereof ; 

Adam at firfi amaz'd^ but perceiving her lofl3 refolves 
through vehemence of love to perifh with her 5 and exte 
nuating the trefpafs^ eats alj o of the Fruit : ‘lhcFff £fs 

'. r\ ' thereof 



The Argument 
thereof in then* both S they feek. to cover thir naked• 
nefs 3 then fall to variance andaccnfation of one ano* 
ther. 

V 

1 

l 

5‘‘ *. 

l 1 

r 

Of the , 

' NINTH BOOK. 
■\ JT Ant tranfgrejjion known f the Guardian Angels 
j\jLfor fake Paraciife, and return up to Heaven to ap¬ 
prove thir vigilance, and are approv d, God declaring 
that the entrance of Satan could not be by them prevent¬ 
edHe fends his Son to judge the Tranfgrejfors, who 
defeends and gives Sentence accordingly 3 then in pity 
cloaths them both a and reafeends. Sin and Death 
fitting till then at the Gates of Hell, by wondrous fympa- 
thie feeling the fuccefs of Satan in this new World, 
the fin by Man there committed, refolve to (it no longer 
confin'd in Hell, but to follow Satan thir Sire up to the 
place of Man : To make the way eafier from Hell to this 
World to and fro, they pave a broad Highway or Bridge 
over Chaos 5 according to the Track Satan firjl 
made 3 then preparing for Earth, they meet him proud 
of bis fuccefs returning to Hell 3 thir mutual gratnlation. 
Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in fullaffembly relates 
with boafting his fUlcefs againfi Man 3 inflead of ap- 
plaufe is entertained with a general hifs by all his audi- 
ence, transform'd with himjelf alfo fuddenly into Ser* 
pents, according to his doom givn in Paradife 3 then 
deluded with a fhew of the forbidden Tree fpringittgup 
before them, they greedily reaching to t afie of the Fruit, 

a 2 • chew 



The Argument. 
1 chew dujl and bitter after, t he proceedings of Sin and 
(Death} Cjod foretels the final Vjttory of his Son over 
! them5 and the renewing of all things } but for the prefect 
commands his Angels to make fcv. r il alterations in the 

i Heavens and Elements. Adam more and more perceiv' 
mg his fall*n condition heav'dy beivaires} rejects the con 
dole men t of Eve } flee perfijls and at length appeafes 
him : Then to evade the Curfe li fe!) tp fail on thir Of 
fpring0 propofes to Adam violent wayes which he ap. 

proves not^ but conceiving better hope, puts her in mind 
of the late Pro wife made them5 that her Seed fhouldbe 
reveng'd on the Serpent5 and exhorts her with him to 
fief Peace of the offended Deity5 b) repentance and 
[application. 

Of the 

TENTH BOOK 
THe Son of God prefents to his. Father the Prayers 

of cur firft Parents now repenting^ and intercedes 
for them: God accepts them 5 but declares that they 
mufi no longer abide inParadife } fends Michael with 
a Hand of Cherubim to difpojfifs them } but firfi to 
reveal to Adam future things ; Michaels coming 
down. Adam Jhews to Eve certain ominous fignt $ he 
difeerns Michaels approach5 goes out to meet him : 
[he Angel denounces thir departure. Eve/ Lamenta¬ 
tion. Adam pleads, but fubwits : The Angel leads him 
vptofi high Hi If fets before him in vifipn what fhali | 

till the Flood y thence from the Flood relates, 

k-cV ' £ d' - ' "and 
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The Argument- 
and by degrees explains, ivbo that Seed of the Woman 
(hallhex, his Incarnation.DeathfKefutrelSion^and Afcen• 
tion^the (rate of thi Church till his fecond Comings 
Ad am greatly fat iffed and recomforted by thefe Relati¬ 
ons and Promifes defcends the Hill with Michael } 
wakens Eve, who all this while had Jlept 5 but with 
gentle dreams compos*d to quietnefs of mind and fab* 
mijjion. Michael in either hand leads them out of 
Paradife , the fiery Sword waving behind them5 and 
the Cherubim taking thir Stations to guard the 
Place„ 

■ i 

THE 
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THE VERSE. 

'"’jp He Meafure is Enghjh Heroic 
Verfe without Rime, as that of 

Homer in Greeh^ and of Virgil in La¬ 
tin ; R ime being no neceffary Ad- 
jund or true Ornament of Poem or 
good Verfe, in longer Works elpeci- 
ally, but the Invention of a barbarous 
Age , to fet off wretched matter and 
lame Meeter; grac’t indeed flnce by 
the ufe of feme famous modern Poets, 
carried away by Cuftom , but much 
to thir own vexation, hindrance, and 
conftraint to exprefs many things o- 
therwile, and for the moft part worle 
then elfe they would have expreft 
them. 'Not without caule therefore 
fbme both Italian and Sfanijh Poets 
ofprime note have rejeded Rime both 

in 



The Verfe. 

in longer and fhorter Works, as have 
alio long fince our belt Englijh Tra¬ 
gedies^ a thing of it felf, to all judici¬ 
ous eares, triveal and of no true mufi- 
cal delight; which confifts only in apt 
Numbers, fit quantity of Syllables,and 
the fenfe varioujfly drawn out from one 
Verfo into another, not in the jingling 
found of like endings, a fault avoyd- 
ed by the learned Ancients both in 
Poetry and all good Oratory. This 
negled then of Rime fo little is to be 
taken for a defed, though it may foem 
fo perhaps to vulgar Readers, that it 
rather is to be efteem’d an example 
let, the firft in Englifo, of ancient 
liberty recover’d to Heroic Poem 
from the troublefom and modern bon¬ 
dage of Rimeing. 

ERR A- * 



ERRATA. 
_/ : .'*. . .. w * \ . Lib. i. Verf. 25. for th’ Eternal, Read Eternal. 

Lib. 1. V. 409. for Heronairn, r. Horonaim. 
Lib. 1. V. 758. for and Band r. Btndand. 
Lib. 1. V. 760. for hundreds r. hundtrds. 
Lib. 2. V. 414. for »>e r. H?ee. 
Lib. 2. V. 881. forgmzt x.grate, 
Lib. 3. V. 760. tor r. z//. 
Lib. 5. V. 193. for breath r. breathe. 
Lib, 5. V. 5^3. for whofcop r. whofetop. 
Lib. 3. V. 656. for more Heaven r. more i# Heaven. 

Lib. 6. V. 184. for blejfedx. bleft. 
Lib. 6. V, 215. for founder x.fo under. 

Lib. 10. V. 575. for /o/£ r. 

Other literal faults the Reader of himfelf may Corred. 



PARADISE 
LOST. 

BOOK I. 

Mans Firft Difobedience , and 
the Fruit 

Of that Forbidden Tree, whofe 
mortal taft 

Brought Death into the World , 
and all our woe. 

With Iofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful Seat, 
Sing Heav’nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
OF Oreb, or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That Shepherd,who firft taught the chofen Seed, 
In the Beginning how the Heav’ns and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Sion Hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloas Brookthat flow'd 
'Faft by the Oracle of God 5 I thence 
Invoke thy aid tp my adventrous Song, ; 
That with no middle flight intends to foar v 

A Above 



Book i. Varadife lofi. 

20 

30 

Above th* Aonian Mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in Profe or Rhime. 
And chiefly Thou O Spirit, that doll: prefer 
Before all Temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inftruft me,for Thou know'ft 5 Thou from thefirft 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft Abyfs 
And madJft it pregnant: What in me is dark 
Illumine, what is low raife and fupport 5 
That to the highth of this great Argument- 
I may aflert th’ Eternal Providence, 
And juftifie the wayes of God to men. 

Say firft,for Heav’n bides nothing from thy view 
Nor the deep Tra<ft of Hell, fay firft what caufe 
Mov’d our Grand Parents in that happy State, 
Favour’d of Heav’n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his Will 
For one reftraint. Lords of the World befides > 
Who firft feduc’d them to that fowl revolt } 
Th* infernal Serpent * he it was, vvhofe guile 
Stird up with Envy and Revenge, deceiv’d 
The Mother of Mankinde, what time his Pride 
Had caft him out from Heav’n, with all hisHoft 

j Of Rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himfelf in Glory above his Peers,' ( 
He trufted to hayeequal’d the moft High, 
If he oppos’d 5 and with ambitious aim 
Againft the Throne and Monarchy of God 
Rais'd impious War in Heav’n and Battel proud 
With vain atj:empt> A^igfity Po^wer 
Hurld headlong flaming from t,hsrEther^ai^Skie 
With hideous ruine and cd'mbuftion down 

. To| 



Paradife loft. Book i. 

To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 
In Adamantine Chains and penal Fire, 
Who durft defie th’ Omnipotent to Arms. 
Nine times the Space that meafures Day and Night 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquiftit, rowling in the fiery Gulfe 
Confounded though immortal : But his doom 
Referv d him to more wrath 5 for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lading pain 
Torments him , round he throws his baleful eyes 
That witnefs’d huge aiHiftion and difmay 
Mixt with obdurate pride and ftedfaft hate ; 
At once as far as Angels kenn he views 
The difmal Situation wafte and wilde, 
A Dungeon horrible, on all fides round 
As one great Furnace flam'd, yet from thofe flames 
No light, but rather darknefs vifible | 
Serv’d only to difcover fights of woe, 
Regions of forrow, doleful (hades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 
That comes to all 5 but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 
With ever-burning Sulphur unconfum’d : 
Such place Eternal Juftice had prepar’d 
For thofe rebellious, here their Prifon ordain’d :}; 
In utter darknefs, and their portion fet 
As far remov’d from God and light of Heav’n 

50 

60 
\ 

;lj 

As from the Center thrice to th* utmoft Pole. 
O how unlike the place from whence they fell! 
There the companions of ,his fall, o’rewhelm’d 
With Floods and Whirlwinds of tern peftuous fire, 
;Hefoondifcern$, and weltring by his fide 

A 2 One 



Book i. Paradife loft. 

150 

l60 

iJO 

But what if he our Conquerour, (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, fince no lefs 
Then fuch could hav orcpow'rd fuch force as ours) 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength intire 
Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains, 
That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire. 
Or do him mightier fervice as his thralls 
By right of Warr, what e’re his bufinefs be 
Here in the heart of Hell to work in Fire, 
Or do his Errands in the gloomy Deep 3 
What can it then avail though yet we feel, 
Strength undiminifht, or eternal being 
To undergo eternal punifhtnent ? 
Whereto with fpeedy words th’Arch-fiend reply'd. 

Fall’n Cherube, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or Suffering •: but of this be fure, 
To do ought gopd never will be our task, 
But ever to do ill our foie delight. 
As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refifh If then his Providence, 
Out of our evil f^ejp to bring forth good. 
Our labour muff be to pervert that end. 
And out of good flill to find means of evil 3 
Which oft times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grleye^hinn,; i^Xf^il not, and difiurb ; 
His inmoft cdunfels ffcjpi their deftind aim* ; 
But fee the angry yi£bo?: hath recaird 
His Miniftefs of vengeance and purfuit 
Back to the Gates of Heav’n : The Sulphurous Hail 
Shot after us in ftorip, oreblown hath laid 
The fiery Surge,, that from the Precipice 
Of Heav’n receiv'd us falling, and the Thunder, j 

Wing’d 



Paradife loft. Book i. 

Wing’d with red Lightning and impetuous rage. 
Perhaps hath fpent his (hafts, and ceafes now 
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep. 
Let us not flip th’ occafion , whether fcorn, 
Or fat Late. fury yield it from our Foe. 
Seeft thou yon dreary Plain, forlorn and wilde, 
The feat of defolation, voyd of light. 
Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flames 
Cafts pale and dreadful ? Thither* let'us tend 
From off the toffing of thefe fiery waves. 
There reft, if any reft can harbour there. 
And reaffembling our afBi&ed Powers, 
Confult how we may henceforth moft offend 

I Our Enemy, our own lofs how repair. 
How overcome this dire Calamity, 
What reinforcement we may gain from Hope, 
If not what refolution from defpare. 

Thus Satan talking to his neereft Mate 
With Head up-lift above the wave, and Eyes 
That fparkling blaz’d, his other. Parts befides 
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the Fables name of monftrous fize, 
Titaniari, or Earth-born, that warr’d on Jove, 

i Briarios or Typhon, whom the Den ; ,, 
j By ancient dr.fus held * or that Sea-beaft . 
» Leviathan^ which God ofall his works f ' > \ 
Created hugeft that fwim th’ Ocean ftream: I 

I Him haply flumbring on the Norway foam 
j The Pilot oi feme fmall night-founder’d Skiff, 
i Deenung&m^IflandftrfV, as Sea-men tell, ,] 
I With fixed Anchor in his skaly rind : 
‘ loll ' Moors 

I 

i So 
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Book i. Paradife loft. 

Moors by his fide under the Lee, while Night 
Inverts the Sea, and wifihed Morn delayes : 
So rtretcht out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay 
Chain’d on the burning Lake, nor ever thence 
Had rh’n or heav’d his head, but that the will 
And high pertniffion of all-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark defigns, 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
deap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 
Evil to others, and enrag’d might fee 
How all his malice ferv’d but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy (hewn 
On Man by him feduc’t, but on himfelf 
Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour’d. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the Pool 
His mighty Stature $ on each hand the flames 
Drivn backward (lope their pointing fpires,S£rowld 
In billows, leave i’th’ midft a horrid Vale. 
Then with expanded wings he rtears his flight 
Aloft, incumbent- on the dusky Air 
That felt unufual weight; till on dry Land 
He lights, if it were Land that ever burn’d 
With folid, as the Lake with liquid fire 5 
And fuch appear’d in hue , as when the force 
Of fubterranean wind tranfports a Hill v /v 
Torn from Velorus, or the (batter'd fide , 
Of thundring Mtna^ whofe combuftible ; 
And fewel'd entrals thence conceiving Fire, 
Sublim’d with Mineral fury, aid the Winds, 
And leave a finged bottotn all involv’d ! 
With flench and fmoak:Stich refting found the foie 
Of unblcft feet. Him followed his next Mate, ( 



2 40 

Paradife loft. Book I. 

Both glorying to have fcap’t the Stygian flood 1 
As Gods, and by their own recover'd ftrength. 
Not by the fufferance of fupernal Power. 

Is this the Region, this the Soil, the Clime, 
Said then the loft Arch Angel, this the feat 
That we cuift change for Heav'n, this mournful 
For that celeftial light ? Be it fo,fince hee (gloom 
Who now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What fhall be right : fardeft from him is beft 
Whorn reafon hath eqtfald, force hath made fu- 
Above his equals. Farewel happy Fields (pream 
Where Joy for ever dwells ; Bail horrours, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell ' 
Receive thy new Poffeffor : One who brings 
A mind not to be chang’d by Place or Time. 
The mind is its own place, and in it feIf 
Can make a Heav’n of Hell, a Hell of Heav’n. 
What matter where, if I be frill the fame. 
And what I fhould be, all but lefs then hee 
Whom Thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
We fhall be free 3 th* Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence. : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choyce 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell: 
Better to reign in Hell, then ferveinHeqv’n 
But wherefore kt we then our faithful friends, 
Th’ affociates and copartners of our Iofs 
Lye thus aftonifiit on th’ oblivious Pool, 
And call them not to (hare with us their part 
In this unhappy Manfion , or once more - 
With rallied Arms to try what may be yet 
Regaind in Heav’n, or what more loft in Hell ? 

i B So! 
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So Satan fpake, and him Fcehtbub 
Thus anfwer’d. Wader ofthofe Armies bright , 
Which but th* Omnipotent none could have foyld. 
If once they hear that voyce, their livelied pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In word extreams, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all aflaults 
Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lye 
Groveling and proftrateon yon Lake of Fire,. 
As we erewhile, abounded and amaz’d. 
No wonder, fall'n fuch a pernicious highth. 

He fcarce had ceas’t when the fuperiour Fiend 
Was moving toward the fhore^bis ponderous (hield 
Ethereal temper, mafly, large and round. 
Behind him cad 3 the broad circumference 
Hung onhis (houlders like the Moon, whofe Orb 
Through Optic Glafs the Tufcan Artift views 
At Ev’ning from the top of Fefole, 
Or in Valdarno, to defery new Lands, 
Rdvers or Mountains in her fpotty Globe. 
His Spear, to equal which the tailed Pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the Mad 
Of fome great Ammiral, were’but a wand. 
He walkt with to fupport uneafie deps 
Over the burning Marie, not like.thofe deps 
On Heavens Azure, and the torrid Clime 
Smote on .him fore befides, vaulted with Fire 3 
Nathlefs he fo endur’d, till on the Beach 
Of that inflamed Sea, he dood and call'd 
His Legions, Angel Forms, who lay intrans't 
Thick as Autumnal Leaves that draw the Brooks 

* 



fn Fallombrofa* where th' Etrurian ftudes 
High overarch't imb.owr } or fcatterd fedge 
Afloat, when with fierce Winds Orion arm'd 
Hath vext the Red-Sea Coaft, whofe waves ore* 
Eh fir is and his Memphian Chivalrie, ( threw 
While with perfidious hatred they purfu’d 
The Sojourners of Goften, who beheld 
From the fate fhore their floating Carkafes 
And broken Chariot Wheels, fo thick beftrown 
Abjedt and loft, lay thefe, covering the Floods 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call’d fo loud, that all the hollow Deep 
Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates, 
Warriers,the Flowr of Heav’n,once yours,now loft, 
If fuch aftonifhment as this can fieze 
Eternal fpirits $ or have ye ehos'n this place 
After the toyl of Battel to repofe 
Your wearied vertue, for the eafe you find 
To (lumber here, as in the Vales of Heav’n ? 
Or in this abjefr pofture have ye fworn 
To adore the Conquerour ? who now beholds 
CHerube and Seraph rowling in the Flood 
With fcatterd Arms-and Enfigns, till anon 
His fwift purfuers from Heav’n Gates difeern 
Th* advantage, and defeending tread-us dovvn 
Thus drooping, or with linked Thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this Gulfe. ‘ 
Awake, arife, or be for ever fall’n. 

They heard,and were aba(ht,and up they fprung 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On dptyi fleeping found by whom they dread, 
i^Sufe and beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
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Nor did they not perceave the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel 3 
Yet to their Generals Voyce they foonobeyd 
Innumerable. As when the potent Rod 
Of Arnrams Son in Egypts evill day 
Wav’d round the Coaft, up call’d a pitchy cloud 
Of Locufls, warping on the Eaftern Wind, 
That ore the Realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like Night, and darken’d all the Land of Nile : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hovering on wing under the Cope of Hell 
5Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding Fires j 
Till, as a fignal giv’n, th’ uplifted Spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dire# 
Thir courie, in even ballance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the Plain 3 - 
A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour’d never from her frozen loyns, to pals 
Rhone or the Danaw^ when her barbarous Sons 
Came like a Deluge on the South, and lpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian fands. 
Forthwith from every Squadron and each Band 
The Heads and Leaders thither haft where ftood 
Their great Commander^Godlike fhapes and forms 
Excelling human. Princely Dignities, 

360 And Powers that earft in Heaven fat on Thrones 3 
I Though of their Names in heav'nly Records now 
fBe no memorial, blotted out pnd ras’d 
I By thir Rebellion, frotn the BcVoks of Life* 
Nor had they yet among tfie Sons of Eve 1 
Got them new Names, t ill wandring ore the Earth, 
'' I 'Uvriii nrkOnnc fiirmT'Orirp rriv 1i 
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I By falfitics and lyes the greateft part 
Of Mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Creator, and ths invifible 
GJory of him,that made them, to transferal 

| Oft to the Ilinage of a Brute, adorn’d * 
With gay Religions full of Pomp and Gold, 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various Names, 
And various Idols through the Heathen World. 
Say,Mufe,their Names then known, who firft, who 
Rous'd from the flumber,oh that fiefyCouch, (laft. 
At thir great Emperors call, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he flood on the bare ftrand. 
While the promifeuous croud flood yet aloof ? 
The chief were thofe who from the Pit of . Hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durfl fix 
Their Seats long after next the Seat of God , 
Their Altars by his Altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the Nations round, and durfl abide 
Jehovah tbundling out of Siori^ thron’d ' 
Between the Cherubim $ yea, often plac’d 
Within his S^n&uary it felf their Shrines,’ 
Abominations $ and with curfed things 
His. holy Rites, and folemn Feafts profan’d. 
And with their darknefs durfl affront his-light. 
Firft Moloch^ horrid King befmejff’d with blood 
Of human facrifice, and parents tears, 1 
Thoughfor the noyfe ofDtums dndTimbrels loud 
Their childrens cries unheard^that pnft through fire 
To liis grim Idol. Him th^Anwtortite , 
Worfhipt in' :Rahha and hetJ watfy plain,'> ^:i • 
In Argob and in Bufan^ to the 1 - ^ s; 
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Ofutmoft Arnon. Nor content with (uch 
400 Audacious neighbourhood, the vvifeft heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 
His Temple right againft the Temple of God 
On that? opprobrious Hill, and made his Grove 
The pleafant Vally of Hinnom, To phot thence 
And black Gehenna call’d, the Type of Hell. 
Next Chemos^ th’ obfeene dread or Moabs Sons, 
From Aroer to Nebo, and the wild 
Of Southmcft Abarinp b in Hefebon 
And Heronalm^ Seons Realm, beyond 

410 The flowry Dale of sibma clad with Vines, 
And Eleale to th’ Afphaltick^Pool. 
Peor his other Name, when he entic’d 
jfrael in Sittirn on their march from Nile 
To do him wanton rites, which coft them woe. 
Yet thence his luftful Orgies he enlarg’d 
Even to that Hill of fcandal, by the Grove 
Of Moloch homicide, luft hard by hate > 
Till good Joftah drove them thence to Hell. 
With thefe came they,who from the bordring flood 

420 Of old Euphrates to the Brook that parts 
Egyyt from Syrian ground, had general Names 
Of Baalim and Ajhtaroth, thofe male, 
Thefe Feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe 
Can either Sex aflume, or both ^ fo foft 
And uncompounded is their EfTence pure, 
Not tid or manacl’d with joynt or limb. 
Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones, 
Like cumbrous fiefti} but in what fhape they choofe 
Dilated or conden&’t, bright or obfeure, 

[430 Can'execute their aerie purpofes, 



And works of love or enmity fulfill. 
For thofe the Race of ifrael oh forfook 
Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous Altar, bowing lowly down 
To beftial Gods 3 for whicn their heads as low 
Bow’d down in Battel, funk before the Spear 
Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 
Came Ajloreth, whom the Phoenicians call’d 
A'ftarte, Queen of Heav'n, with crefcent Horns 3 
To whofe bright image nightly by the Moon 
Sidonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs, 
In Sion alfo not unfung, where flood 
Her Temple on th* offensive Mountain, built 
By that uxorious King, whofe heart though large, 
Beguil’d by fair Idolatrefles, fell 
To Idols foul. Jhammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur’d 
The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate 
In amorous dittyes all a Summers day, 
While fmooth Adonis from his native Rock 
Ran purple to the Sea, fiippos’d with blood 
Of Thawwuz yearly wounded : the Love^tale 
Infe&ed Sions daughters with like heat, 
Whofe wanton paflions in the facred Porch 
Ezekiel faw, when by the Vifion led 
His eye furvay’d the dark Idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one 
Who mourn’d in earneft, when the Captive Ark 
Maim’d his brute Image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own Temple, on the grunfel edge. 
Where he fell flat, agd fham’d his Worfhipers: 
Dagon his Name, Sea Monfter, upward Man 
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And downward yet had his Temple high 
Rear’d in Azotus^ dreaded through the Coaft 
Of Palefime^ in Gath and Afcalon, * ... 
Arid Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him follow’d Rimmon^ whofe delightful Seat 
W as fair '-Dam a feus, on the fertil Banks 
Of Abb an a and rharphar, lucid ftreams. 

470 He alio againft the houfe of God was bold : 
A Leper once he loft and gain’d a Ring, 
Ahaz his fottifh Conquerour, whom he drew 
Gods Altar to difparage and difplace ; 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to burn 
His odious offrings, and adore the Gods 
Whom he had vanquilht. After thefe appear’d 
A crew who under Names of old Renown, 
oftris, ijiiy Orus and their Train 
With monftrous fhapes and forceries abus’d 

480 Fanatic Egypt and her Priefts, to feek - 
H Thir wandring Gods difguis’d in brutifh forms 

Rather then human. Nor did ifrael fcape 
Tlf mfeftion when their borrow'd Gold compos'd 
The Calf in Orcb : and the Rebel King 
Doubl’d that fin in Bethel and in Dan0 
Lik’ning hi$ Maker to the Grazed Ox, 
Jehovah, who in one Night when he pafs’d 
From Egypt marching, equal’d with one ftroke 
Both her firft born and all her bleating Gods.' 

490 Belial came laft, then whom a Spirit more lewd 
Fell not from Heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice for it felf : To him no Temple ftood . 
Or Altar fmoak’d 3 yet who more oft thdn hee - 
In Temples and at Altars, when the Prieft 

With I 
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Turns Atheift, as did Elys Sons* who fill’d 
With luft and violence the houfe of God. 
In Courts and Palaces he alfo Reigns 
And in luxurious Cities., where the noyfe 
Of rictafcends above thir loftieft Towrs, 
And injury and outrage : And when Night 
Darkens the Streets, then wander forth the Sons 
Of Belial^ flown with infolence and wine. 
Witnefs the Streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeahi when hofpitable Dores , 
Yielded thir Matrons to prevent wprfe rape. 
Thefe were the prime in order and in might $ 
The reft were long to tell, though far renown’d, 
Th‘ Ionian Gods , of Javans IfFue held 
Gods, yet confeft later then Heav’n and Earth 
Thir boafted Parents 5 Titan Heavens firft born 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 
By younger Saturn^ he from mightier Jove 
His own and Rheas Son like meafure found 5 
So Jove ufurping reign’d : thefe firft in Creeps 
And Ida known, thence on the Snowy top 
Of cold Olympus rul’d the middle Air 
Thir higheft Heav’n 5 or on the Delphian Cliff, 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric Land 5 or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th9 Hefperian Fields, 
And ore the Celtic roam’d the utmoft Ifles. - 
All thefe and more came flocking 5 but with looks 
Down caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appear’d 
Obfcure fom glimps of jcy,to have found thir chief 
Not in defpair, to have found themfelves not loft 
In lofs it felf 5 which on his count’nance caft 
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Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recolleftingjwith high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubftance* gently rais’d 
Their fainted courage* and difpel’d their fears. 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of Trumpets loud and Clarions be upreard 
His mighty Standard 5 that proud honour claim’d 
Azazel as his right* a Gherube tall : 
Who forthwith from the glittering Staff unfurld 
Th’ Imperial Enfign* which full high advanp’t ;■ | 
Shon like a Meteor dreaming to the*Wind 
With Gemms and Golden luftre rich imblaz’d* 
Seraphic arms and Trophies: all the while 
Sonorous mettal blowing Martial founds : 
At which the univerfal Hoft upfent 
A fhout that tore Hells Concave* and beyond 
Frighted the Reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were feen 
Teathoufand Banners rife into the Air 

•, * < « * 9 * 

¥»Ty|^Qrient Colours waving : with them rofe 
A Forf&t jhuge' of Spears : and thronging Helms 
Appear*<4^. and ferried Shields in thick array 
Of depth immeafurable : Anon they move 

550 In perfeft Vhalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of Flutes and foft Recorders 5 fuch as rais'd 
_ f • N C f 

To highth of noblefi: temper Hero’s old 
Arming to Battel* and in dead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath’d* firm and unmov’d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat * 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and fwage ' 
With folemn touches* troubl’d thoughts*and chafe 
Anguiflr and doubt and fear and forrow and pain 

-* From 
1 
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From mortal or imfnorfal minds. Thus they ~ 1 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov’d on in filence to foft Pipes* that charm’d 
Thir painful fteps o’re the burnt foyle 5 and now 
Advanc’t in. view they :fhnd, a horrid Front 
Of dreadful length 'and darling Arms, in guife 
Of Warriers old with urderd Spear and Shield, 
Awaiting what command 'thir mighty Chief 
Hadtoimpofe : He through the armed Files 
Darts his experience eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole Battalion views , thir order due, 

: Thir vifages and ftature as of Gods, 
Thir number laft he fumms. Arid now his heart 
Diftends with pride, and hardning in his ftrength 
Glories : For never firice created man. 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam’d with thefe 
Could merit more then that fmall infantry 
Warr’d on by Cranes: though all the Giant brood 
Of vhlegra with th’ Heroic Race were joyn’d 
That fought at Theb's and ilium, on each held ; j 
Mixt with auxiliar Gods 3 and what iWo'-iinfe' vj 

In Fable of Romance of Vthers Son 
Begirt with and Armoric Knights 5 
And all who fince. Baptiz’d or Infidel 

i Joufted in Afpramont ©r Myntalban, 
BamafcO) or Marocco^ or Trebifond, 
Or whom Biferta fent from Afric fhore 
When Charlemain with all his Peerage fell 
By Fottlarabbia. T huS far thefe beyond 
Compare j of mortal prowefs, yet obferv’d 1 
Thir dread Coirimarider : he above the reft 
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Stood like a Towr 5 hts form had yet not loft 
All her Original brightnefi , nor appear'd 
Lefs then Arch Angel ruind, and th’ excefs 
Of Glory obfcur’d : As when the Sun new ris’n 
Looks through the Horizontal mifty Air 
Shorn of his Beams, or from behind the Moon 
In dim Eelips difaftrous twilight fheds 
On half the Nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes Monarchs. Dark’n’d fo, yet fhon 
Above them all th’ Arch Angel ; but his face 
Deep fears of Thunder had intrencht, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under Browes 
Of dauntlefs courage, and confederate Pride 
Waking revenge: cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paffion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
( Far other once beheld in blifs ) condemn'd 
For ever new to have their lot in pain. 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc’t 
Of Heav n, and from Eternal Splendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithfull how they ftood, 
Thlr Glory witherd. As when Heavens Fire 
Hath fcath'd the For reft Oak?, or Mountain Pines, 
With finged top their (lately growth though bare 
Stands on the blafted Heath. He now prepar’d 
To fpeak, whereat their doubl’d Ranks they bend 
From Wing to Wing, and half enclofe him round 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute* 
Thrice he affayd, and thrice in fpite of fcorn, 
Tears fuch as Angels weep, burft forth ; at laft 
Words interwove with fighs found out their wayr 

O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers 
\ Match- 
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Matchlefs, but with th’ Almighty-;, and that Itrife 
Was not inglorious, though th5 event was dire. 
As this place teftifies, and this dire change 
Hateful to utter : but what power of mind * 
Fore feeing or prefagiag, from the Depth 
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear'd, 
HowTuch united force of Gods, how fudi 
As Hood like thefe, could ever know repulfe ? 
For who can yet beleeve, though after lqfs. 
That all thefe puiflant Legions, whofe exile 
Hath emptied Heavn, fhall faile to re-afeend 
Selftrais’d, and repoffefs their native feat. 
Forme , be witnefs all the Hoft of Heav’n, 
Ilf counfels different, or danger ftiund 
By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heav’n, till then as onefecure 
Sat on his Throne, upheld by old repute, 
Confent or cuftome, and his Regal State 
Put forth atfull, but ftill his ftrength conceal’d. 
Which tempted our attempt5and wrought our fall. 
Henceforth his might we know, and knoWjOUf own 
So as not either to provoke, or dread * 
New warr, provok’t $our better part remains 
To workinclofe defign, by fraud or guile 
What force effefted not: that he no lefs 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

! Space may produce new Worlds 5 whereof fo rife J ^50 
| There went a fame in Heav’n that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heaven : 

Thither 
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/Thither* if but toprie, (hall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption ? thither or elfewhere : 
For this Infernal Pit (hall never hold 
Cadeftial Spirits in Bondage* nor th* Abyfle 
Long under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full Cou'nfel muft mature.: Peace is defpaird, 
For who can think Submiflion? Warr then* Warr 
Open or underftood muft be refolv’d. 

Hefpake: and to confirm his words, out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim 5 the fudden blaze 
Far round illumin’d hell: highly they rag’d 
Againft theHigheft, and fierce with gfafped arm's 
Clafti'd on their founding fhields the din of war, 
Hurling defiance toward the vault-of Heav’n. 

There ftood a Hill not far whofegriefly top 
Belch’d fire and rowling fmoak } the reft entire 
Shon with a gloffie fcurff, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic Ore, 
The work of Sulphur. Thither wing’d with fpeed 
A numerous Brigad haften'd As when bands 
Of Pioners with Spade and Pickaxe arm’d 
Forerun the Royal Camp, to trench a Field, 
Or caft a Rampart. Mammon led them on,' ;; 
Mammon, the leaft ere&ed Spirit that fell" * 
From heav’n,for ev’n in heav’n his looks ^thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav’ns pavement, trod’n Gold, 
Then aught divine or holy elfe enjoy’d 
In vifion - beatific : by him firft 
Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 
Pvanfack’d the Center, and with impious Hands 

< ;: * - Rifl’d 
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Rifl’d the bowels of thir mother-Earth 
For Treafures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Op’nd into the Hill a fp a cions wound 
And dig cl out ribs of Gold. Let none admire 
That riches grow in Hell 5 that foyle may beft 
Deferve the pretious bane. And here let thofe 
Who boaft in mortal things and wondring tell 
Of Babely and the works of Memphian Kings* 
Learn how thir greateft Monuments of Fame* 
And Strength and Art are eafily outdone 
By Spirits reprobate * and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceffant toyle 
And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 
Nigh ©n the Plain in many cells prepar’d* 
That underneath had veins ofliquid fire 
Sluc’d from the Lake* a fecond multitude 
With wondrous Artfounded the,maffie Ore* 
Severing each kinde>and fcum’d the Bullion drofs : 
A third as foon had form’d within the ground 
A various mould* and from the boyling cells 
By ftrange conveyance fill’d each hollow nook* 
As in an Organ from one blaft of wind 
To many a row of Pipes the found*board breaths. 
A non out of the earth a Fabrickhuge 
Rofe like an Exhalation* with the found 
Of Dulcet Symphonies and voices fweet * ; L 
Built like a Temple* where Pilafiers round 
Were fet* and Doric pillars overlaid 
With Golden Architrave y nor did there want 
Cornice or Freeze* with boffy Sculptures gravn* 
The Roof was fretted Gold. Not Babilon^ 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
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Equal’d in all thir glories, to infhrine 

720 Pclus or Scraps thir Gods, or feat 
Thir Kings, when JEgypt with Ajjyria ft rove 
In wealth and luxurie. Th’ amending pile 
Stood fixt herftately highth, and frrait the dores 
Op’ning thir brazen foulds difcover wide 
Within, her ample fpaces, o’re the fmooth 
And level pavement: from the arched roof 
Pendant by futtle Magic many a row 
Of Starry Lamps and blazing Creflets fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus yeilded light 

730 As from a sky'. The hafty multitude 
Admiring enter’d, and the work fome praife 
And fome the Architect: his hand was known 
In Heav’nby many a Towred ftru&ure high** 
Where Scepter’d Angels held thir refidence. 
And fat as Princes, whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch power, and gave to rule. 
Each in his Herarchie, the Orders bright. 
Nor was his name unheard or unador’d 
In ancient Greece 3 and in Aufonian land 
Men call’d him JPtulciber^ and how he fell 
FromHeav’n, they fabl’d, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o’re the Chryftal Battlements : from Morn 
To Noon he fell, from Noon to dewy Eve, 
A Summers day} and with the letting Sun 
Dropt from the Zenith like a falling Star, 
On Lemnos th’ Mg&an lie : thus they relate, 
Erring 5 for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before 5 nor aught avail’d him now 
To have built inHeav n high Towrs 5 nor did he 

750 By all his Engins, but was headlong fent (fcape 
' 7n With 
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With his induftrious crew to build in hell. i ! 
Meanwhile the winged Haralds, by command < 
Of Sovran power, with awful Ceremony 
And Trumpets found throughout the Hoft pro- 
Afolemil Councel forthwith to be held (claim 
At Pandemonium, the -high Capital • -: - , 
Of Satan and his Peers: thir fummons call'd 
From every and Band fquared Regiment 
By place or choice the worthiefts they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came 
Attended: all accefs was throng’d, the Gates 
And Porches wide, but chief the fpacious Hall 
(“Though like a cover’d field, where Champions 
Wont ride in arm’d,and at the Soldans chair (bold 
Defi’cL the beft of Panim chivalry - 
To mortal combat or carreer with Lance) 
Thick fwarm’d, both On the ground and in the air, 
Bruflit with the hifs of rusfling wings. As Bees 
In fpring time, when the Sun with Taurus rides, 
Poureforth thir populous youth about the Hive; 
In clutters, they among frefh dews and flowers 
Flie to and froor "on the fmoot lied Plank, 
The fuburb of thir Straw-built Cittadel, 
New rub’d with Baume, expatiate and confer 
Thir State affairs. So thick the aerie crowd 
"Swarfrfdiafid were ftraitn’d 5 till the Signal giv n. 
Behold a wonder! they but now who feemd 
In bignefs to furpafs Earths Giant Sons 
Now lefs then fmalleft Dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberlefs, like that PigmeanRace 

1 Beyond the Indian Mount, or Faerie Elves, 
Whofe midnight Revels, by a Forreft fide 

760 

770 

78a 

D Or) 



* — _____ • 

Book j. Paraaife lofl. 

I Or Fountain fome belated Peafant fees. 
Or dreams he fees, while over head the Moon 
Sits Arbitrefs, and neerer to the Earth 
Wheels her pale courfe3they on thir mirth 8c dance 
Intent, with jocond Mufic charm his ear , 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmalleft forms 

79° Reduc’d thir fhapes immenfe, and were at large. 
Though without number ft ill amidft the Hall 
Of that infernal Court. But far within 
And in thir own dimenfions like themfelves 
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 
In clofe reCefs and fecret conclave fat 
A thoufand Demy-Gods on golden feats, 

' Frequent and full. After fhort filence them , v.. 
And fummons read, the great confult began. 

» * f- ; f,. _ 1 w t * ....... 
* !* \ . r» • • > 
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'the End of the Firji Book\* 
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i m ffiiMO U; 7/ cn;l soon idi fiioiijfi? riiOir,l 
fljgH on a Thtunedf Royal StatQ^ which iaj* 

Outfhon the'wealth of Ormus and of lnfa 
Qt where: the gorgeous Eaft with rifheft 

Showrs ok'4ier KtttgsiRarbdric Pearls Gold* (hapd 
Satan exalted fat, by .merit raJtftita j^|| ‘jioM 
To that bad eminence^; and froiri defpair f 
Thus high uplifted beyondhope 3 afpires 
Beypnd thus high, initiate to putftie fi 
Vain Wart with Heav’n, and^yjtkccqfr untaught 

For frnce Ao deep within her gulf can hold 
T , 'J,„ ■ , A M _ *iI__T _.n __1 r 11» 

CeleftiaK^vermes‘rfSrigi,rwjjl ftpp£ar*v -? Tf;f/r \ ; 
More glorious and more dread then from no fall* 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate: 
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Mee though juft right., and the fixt Laws of Heav’n 
Did firft create your Leader, next, free choice, 

20 With what befides,in Counfel or in Fight, 
Hath bin achievd of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus farrat leaft recover'd, hath much more 
Eftabliiht, in a fafe unenvied Throne 
Yeilded With full cbtrfent. The happier ftate 
InHeavn,which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from each inferior*; but who here 
Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 
Formoft to ftancTagaTnft the TKiinHefers alme ~ 
Your bulwark, and condemns togreateftlhare 

30 ! Of endlefs pain > where there is then no good 
For which to ft r i ve ,~mrftrife-ca n-grow u-p-thfer e- 
From Fa&ion 5 for none fare will claim in hell 
Precedence, none, whofe-portion is fo ftnall 
Of prelent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage therj. 
To union, tftid firm Taith, arfd^rmjacc^ds?^ worf g 
More then cam be m;Heav?h, nnizZ 
To claim bur juftmherifcmce of old,, f n- (i'; 
Surer to profper then profperity:: H : ; vr/r!T 

40 Could have affur’d us ^ and by what beft way^ 
Whether of cur covertiguilft..7/ nfr.V 
We now debatdT adiviJfi^gmay fpe^lf* f[-j 

He ceas’d*, and next bio® :Uolo4^ Samer'4. JUbg 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and thefigrcfclt Spirit ; 
That fought in Heav’n* now’fiejxe^by defpair: 
His truft was wit h rth’TternM tbrbe/dfjffcjfiwixP T 
Equal in ftrefcgth, andrather thenb&lefs? 
Car’d not to be at all4. with thatnear^loft 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worfe 

t 3 He 
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He reckd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 
My fentence is for open Warr: Of Wiles, 

More unexpert, I boafi not : them let thofe;1 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For while they fit contriving, fliall the reft. 
Millions that ftand in Arms, and longing wait 
The Signal to afcend, fit lingring here 
Heav'ns fugitives, and forthir dwelling place 
Accept this dark opprobrious Den of (liame. 
The Prifon of his Tyranny who Reigns 
By our delay ? no, let us rather choofe 
Arm’d with Hell flames and fury all at once 

iO're Heav’ns high Towrs to force refidlefs way. 
Turning our Tortures into horrid Arms . ; 
Againft the Torturer 3 when to meet the noife 
Of his Almighty Engin he (hall hear 
Infernal Thunder, and for Lightning fee 
Black fire and horror fhot with equal rage 
Among hh Angels 5 and.his Throne it felf 
Mixt with TartareanSulphur, and Orange firej;- 
His own invented Torments., But perhaps T t * 
The wayfeems difficult and fteep to fcale 
With upright wing againfta higherfoe. . // 
Let fuch bethink them, if the.fleepy drench 
OLt-hat forgetful Lake benumme not fiill? 
That in our proper motion we afcend 
Up to out native Teat: defeent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late 
When the fierce Foe hung on our broken Rear 
fnfulting, and purfifd us through the Deep/ 
With what compulfion and laborious flight 
We funk thus low ? Th* afeent is eafie then 3 
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Th* event is fear’d 5 {hould we again provoke 
Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wrath may find 
To our deftru&ion : if there be in Hell * 
Fear to be worfe deftroy’d: what can be worfe 
Then to dwell here, drivn out from blif$, con- 
Tn this abhorred deep to utter woe s (demn’d 
Where pain of unextinguiftiable fire 
Muft exercife us without hope of end 
The Vaflals of his anger, when the Scourge 
Inexorably, and the torturing houre 
Calls us to Penance ? More deftroy’d then thus 
We (hould be quite aboliflit and expire. 
Whatfear w’ethen? what doubt we toincenfe 
His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd. 
Will either quite cpnfumeus, and reduce 
To nothing this effential, happier farr . 
Then miferable to have eternal being: 
Or if our fubftance be indeed Divine, 
And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft 
Outfits fide noffiing 5 and by proof we feel 
Our power fufficient todifturb his Heay’n, 
And with perpetual inrodes to Allarsne, 
Though inacceffible, his fatal.Throne .• ‘ . :j 
Which if not Viftpry is yet Revenge. i .m 11 _:: 

He ended frowning, and Jus look, denounc’d 
Defperate revenge, ^nd Battel dangerous ;J 
To lefs then Gods. On tfi* other fide up rofe 
Belial, in more graceful and humane, 
A fairer fperfon loft na$ Heay’n y .he feemd 1 ns 
For digplty composed-and ^gh explp^^gnidjA ; j 
But all was falfe and hollow 5 though his Tongue 
Dropt Manna, and could make the worfe appear 
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120 

The better reafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matured Counfels: for his thoughts were low 5 
To vice indudrious, but to Nobler deeds 
Timorous andflothful : yet he pleas’d the eare, 
And with perfwafive accent thus began. 

Ifhould be much for open Warr, O Peers, 
As notbehindin hate$ ifwhat was urg’d 
Main reafon to perfwa<le immediate Warr, 
Did not diflfwade me mod, and feem to cad 
Ominous conjedure on the whole fuccefs; . 
When he who mod excels in fad of Arms, 
In what he counfels and in what excels 
Midrudful, grounds his courage on defpair 
And utter diffolution, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after feme dire revenge. 
Fird,what Revenge? the Towrs of Heav'n are fill'd 
With Armed watch, that render all accefs 
Impregnable, oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp thir Legions, or withobfcure wing 
Scout farr and wide into the Realm of night. 
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all Hell fhould rife 
With blacked Infurredion, to confound 
Heav’ns pured Light, yet our great Enemie 
All incorruptible would on his Throne 
Sit unpolluted, and th* Ethereal mould 
Incapable of dain would foon expel 7 ’ 
Hermifchief, and purge off thebafer fire 
Vidorious. Thus repuls’d, our final hope > 
Is flat defpair: we mudexafperate 
Th9 Almighty Vidor to fpend all his rage, 
And that mud end us, that mud be our cure, 

N 
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Tobenomore$ fad cure 5 for who would loofe. 
Though full of pain,' this intelie&ua’I being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through Eternity* 
To perifh rather , fwallowd up and loft 

15° In the wide womb of uncreated night. 
Devoid of fenfe and motion? and who knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever? how he can 
Is doubtful, that he never will is fure. 
Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire. 
Belike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his Enemies thir wilh, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To punifhendlefs ? wherefore ceafe we then ? 

160 Say they who counfel Warr, we are decreed, 
Referv'd and deftufd to Eternal woe$ 
Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more. 
What can we fuffer worfe ? is this then worft. 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in Arms ? 
What when we fled amain, purfu'd and ftrook 
With Heav'ns afflicting Thunder, and befought 
The Deep to Ihelter us ? this Hell then feenfd 
A refuge from thofe wounds: or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning Lake ? thatfure was worfe. 

170 What if the breath that kindl’d thofe grim fires 
li Awak'd (hould blow them into fevenfold rage 

And plunge us in the Flames ? or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance Arme again 
His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 
Her (lores were op*n’d3 and this Firmament ; i " 
Of Hell fhould fpout her Catarafts of Fire, 
Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 
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One day upon our heads 3 while we perhaps 
Defigning or exhorting glorious Warr, 
Caught ina fierie Temped (hall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfixt^ the fport and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds, or for ever funk 
Under yon boyling Ocean, wrapt in Chains 3 
Thereto converfewitheverlafting groans, 
Unrefpited, unpitied, unrepreevd, 
Ages of hopelefs end 5 this would be worfe. 
Warr therefore, open or conceal'd, alike 
My voice cliilwades 5 for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
Views all things at one view?he from heav’ns highth 
All thefe our motions vain, fees and derides $ 
Not more Almighty to refill our might 
Then wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 
Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heav n 
Thus trampl'd, thus expell'd to fuffer here • 
Chains & thefe Torments ? better thefe then worfe 
By my advice 5 fince fate inevitable 
Subdues us, and Omnipotent Decree, 
The Viftors will. To fuffer, as to doe. 
Our ftrength is equal, nor the Law unjuft 
That fo ordains: this was at firfl refolv'd. 
If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 
Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 
I laugh, when thofe who at the Spear are bold 
And venturous, if that fail them, (brink and fear 
What yet they know mu ft follow, to endure 
Exile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain. 
The fentence of thir Conquerour: This is now 
Our doom 5 which if we can fuftain and bear, 
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Our Supream Foe in time may much remit 
His anger, and perhaps thus farr remov’d 
Not mind us not offending, fatisli'd 
With what is punifh’t} whence thefe raging fires 
Will flack’n, if his breath ftir not thir flames. „ 
Our purer effence then will overcome 
Thir noxious vapour, or enur’d not feel. 
Or chang'd at length, and to the place conformd 
In temper and in nature, will receive 
Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain 3' 
This horror will grow milde, this darknefs light, 
Befides what hope the never, ending flight 
Of future days maybring,what chance,what change 
Worth waiting, fince our prefentlot appeers 
For happy though but ill, for ill not worft. 
If we procure not to our felves more woe. 

Thus Bdial with words cloath’d in reafons garb 
Counfel’d ignoble eafe, and peaceful (loath. 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either to difintbrone the King of Heav’n 
We warr, ifwarrbe beft, or to regain 
Our own right loft : him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate (hall yeild 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrife : 
The former vain to hope argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us 
Within Heav’ns bound, unlefsHeavns Lord fu- 
We overpower? Suppofehe fhouldrelent (pream 
And publifi] Grace to all, on promife made 
Of new Subjection 5 with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 
Strict Laws impos’d, to celebrate his Throne 

With 



With warbl’d Hymns, and to his Godhead fing 
Foret Halleluiahs 5 while he Lordly fits 
Our envied Sovran, and his Altar breathes 
Ambrofial Odours and Ambrofial Flowers, 
Our fervile offerings. This muft be our task 
Tn Heav’n, this our delight } how wearifom 
Eternity fo fpenc in worfhip paid 
To whom we hate. Let us not then purfue 
By force impoffible, by leave obtain’d 
Unacceptable, though in Heav’n, our ftate 
Of fplendid vaffalage, but rather feek 
Our own good from our felves, and from our own 
Live to our felves, though in this vaft recefs, 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 
Hard liberty before the eafie yoke 
Of fervile Pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then modconfpicuous,when great things of fniall, 
Ufeful of hurtful, prosperous of adverfe 
We can create, and in what place fo e’re 
Thrive under evil, and workeafe out of pain 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Of darknefs do we dread ? How oft amidfi: 
Thick clouds and dark doth Heav’ns all-ruling Sire 
Choole to refide, his Glory unobfeur’d, 
And with the Majefty of darknefs round ': 
Covers hisThrone^from whence deep thunders roar 
Muffring thir rage, and Heav’n refembles Hell? 
As he our Darknefs, cannot we his Light • 
Imitate when we pleafe ? This Defart foile 
Wants not her hidden luftre, Gemtns and Gold 5 
Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raife 
Magnificence 5 and what can Heav’n fhew more ? 
W.v ' E 2 " " 1 Our 
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Our torments alfo may in length of time 
Become our Elements, thefe piercing Fires 
As foft as now fevere, our temper chang’d 
Into their temper 5 which tnuft needs remove 
The fenfible of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful Counfels, and the fettl'd State 
Of order, how in fafety beft we may 
Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 
Of what we are and where, difmiffing quite 
All thoughts of Warr : ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finifht, when fuch murmur filld 
Th* Affembly, as when hollow Rocks retain 
The found of bluftring winds,which all night long 
Had rous'd the Sea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea Taring men orewatcht, whofe Bark by chance 
Or Pinnace anchors in a craggy Bay 
After the Tempeft : Such applaufe was heard 
As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas’d, 
Advifing peace : for fuch another Field 
They dreaded worfe then Hell: fo much the fear 
Of Thunder and the Sword of Michael 
Wrought (till within them 5 and nolefs defire 
To found this nether Empire, which might rife 
By pollicy, and long procefs of time, 
fn emulation oppofite to Heav’n. 
Which when Beelzebub perceiv’d, then whom, 
Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 
Afpeft he rofe, and in hisrifing feem'd 
A Pillar of State 5 deep on his Front engraven 
Deliberation fat and publick care 3 
And Princely counfel in his face yet (lion, 
Majeftick though in ruin : fage he flood 
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With jitlanteanlhoulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightieft Monarchies 5 his look 
Drew audience and attention ftill as Night 
Or Summers Noon tide air, while thus hefpake. 
T hrones and imperialPowersjoff-fpring of heav’n. 

Ethereal Vertues 3 or thefe Titles now 
Muft we renounce, and changing ftilebe call’d 
Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing Empire 3 doubtlefs 3 while we dream. 
And know not that theKingof Heav n hath doom’d 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe* retreat 
Beyond his Potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav’ns highjurisdi&ion, in new League 
Banded againflt his Throne, but to remaine 
In ftri&eft bondage, though thus far remov'd, 
Linder th’ inevitable curb, referv'd 
His captive multitude : For he, be fure, 
In highth or depth, ftill firft and laft will Reign 
Sole King, and of his Kingdom loofe no part 
By our revolt, but over Hell extend ‘ 
His Empire, and with Iron Scepter rule 
Us here, as with his Golden thofe in Heav n. 
What fit we then projecting Peace and Warr ? 
Warr hath determin’d us, and foild with lofs 
Irreparable 3 tearms of peace yet none 
Voutfaf91 or fought 3 for what peace will be giv’n 
To us enflav’d, but cuftody fevere. 
Arid ftripes, and arbitrary punifhment 
Inflifted ? and what peace can we return. 
But to our power hoftility and hate, 
Untanfd reluftance, and revenge though flow, ' 
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Yet ever plotting how the Conquerour leaft 
Mayreap his conqueft* and may leaft rejoyce 
In doing what we moft in fuffering feel ? 
Nor will occafion want, nor (hall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav’n* whofe high walls fear noaffault or Siege*’ 
Or ambufh from the Deep. What if we find 
Some eafier enterprize ? There is a place 
( If ancient and prophetic fame in Heav’n 
Err not) another World* the happy feat 
Of form new Race call’d Man* about this time 
To be created like to us* though lefs 
In power and excellence* but favour’d more 
Of him who rules above 5 fo was his will 
Pronounc’d among the Gods* and by an Oath, 
That (hook Heav’ns whol circumference*confirm9d. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts* to learn 
What creatures there inhabit* of what mould* 
Or fubftance* how endu’d* and what thir Power* 
And where thir weaknefs* Jiow attempted beft* 
By force or futtlety : Though Heav’n be fhut* 
And Heav’ns high Arbitrator fit fecure 
In his own ftrength* this place may lye expos’d 
The utmoft border of his Kingdom* left 
To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 
Som advantagious aft: may be achiev’d 
By fuddenonfet* either with Hell fire 
To wade his whole Creation* or pofl'efs 
Allas our own, and drive as we were driven* 
The' punie habitants* or if not drive* 
Seduce them to our Party* that thir God 

[May prove thir foe* and with repenting hand 
I * ' Abo- 
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Abolifh his own works. This would furpafs 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our Confufion, and our Joy upraife 
Fn his aifturbance^ when his darling Sons 
Hurl’d headlong to partake with us, (hall eurfe 
Thir frail Originals, and faded blifs, 
Faded fb foon. Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit indarknefs here 
Hatching vain Empires. Thus Peelzebnb 
Pleaded his devilifh Counfel, firfi: devis’d 
By Satan, and in part propos’d: for whence. 
But from the Author of all ill could Spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creatour? But thir fpite fiillferves 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
Pleas’d highly thofe infernal States, and joy 
Sparkl'd in all thir eyes , with full affent 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews. 

Well have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 
'Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are* 
’ Great things refolv'd 5 which from the loweft deep 
Will once more lift us up, infpightof Fate, 
Neerer our ancient Seat 5 perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 
And opportune excurfion we may chance (Arms 
Pve-enter Heav’n 5 or elfe in fome milde Zone 
Dwell not unvifited ofHeav’ns fair Light 
Secure, and at the brightning Orient beam 
Purge off this gloomy the foft delicious Air, * 
To heal the fcarr of thefe corrofive Fires 
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| Shall breath her balme.But firft whom (hall we fend 
In fearch of this new world, whom (hall we find 
Sufficient? who (hall tempt with wandring feet 
The dark unbottom’d infinite Abyfs 
And through the palpable obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fjpread his aerie flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt , ere he arrive 
The happy lie 5 what ftrength, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the drift Senteries and Stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumfpeftion, ^qd wenownolefs 
Choice in our fuffrage 5 for on whom we fend. 
The weight of all and our 1 aft hope relies, 

Thisfaid, he fat $ and expectation held 
His look fufpence, awaiting whoappeer'd 
To fecond, oroppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all fat mute. 
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts, 8c each 
In others count’nance red his own difmay 
Aftonifht: none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe Heav’n-warring Champions could be 
So hardie as to proffer or accept (found 
Alone the dreadful voyage $ till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais’d 
Above his fellows, with Monarchal pride 
Gonfcious of higheft worth, unmov’d thus fpake. 

O Progeny of Heavn, Empyreal Thrones, 
With reafon hath deep (ilence and demurr 
Seis’d us, though undifmaid: long is the way 
And hard* that out of Hell leads up to Light 3 

~ Our 
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Our prifon ftrong, this huge convex of Fire, 
Outrageous to deyour,immures us round 
Ninefold, and gates of burning Adamant 
Barr’d over us prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pad, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneflential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 
Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he fcape into what ever world, 
Or unknown Region, what remains him left 
Then unknown dangers and as hard efcape. 
But I fhould ill become this Throne, O Peers, 
And this Imperial Sov'ranty, adorn’d 
With fplendor, arm'd with power, if aught pro- 
And Judg’d of public moment3in the fhape (pos'd 
Of difficulty or danger could deterre 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I aflume 
iThefe Royalties, andnotrefufe to Reign, 
Refufing to accept as great a (hare 
Of hazard as of honour , due alike 
To him who Reigns, and fo much to him due 
Of hazard more , as he above the reft 
High honourd fits ? Go therfore mighty powers, 
Terror of Heav’n, though falTn 5 intend at home, 
While here fhall be our home, what beft may eafe 
The prefent mifery, and render Hell 
Moretollerable-j iftherebe cureorcharm 
Torefpiteor deceive, or flack the pain 
Of thftjll Manfion : intermit, no watch 
Againft a wakeful Foe, while I abroad 
Throw^h allthecoafts of dark deftru&ion feek 
Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 

, . _ a. 
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Book 2. Paradife loft. 
None (hall partake with uie. Thus faying rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 
Prudent, leaft from his refolution rais’d 
Others among the chief might offer now 
( Certain to be refus'd ) what erft they feard j 
And fo refus’d might in opinion ftand 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through hazard huge'muft earn .But they 
Dreaded not more th’ adventure then his voice 
Forbidding } and at once with him they rofe 3 
Thir rifing all at once was as the found 
OfThunder heard remote .Towards him they bend 
With awful reverence prone 3 and as a God 
Extoll him equal to the higheft in Heav’n: 

480 Nor fail’d they to exprefs how much they prais’d, 
That for the general fafety he defpis’d 
His own : for neither do the Spirits damn’d 
Loofe all thir vertue 3 leaft bad men fhould boaft 
Thir fpecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 
Or clofe ambition varnilht o’re with zeal. 
(Thus they thir doubtful confutations dark 
Ended rejoycing in thir matchlefs Chief: 
As when from mountain tops the dusky clouds 

! Afcending,while the North wind fleeps, o’refpread 
490 Heav’ns chearful face, the lowring Element 

Scowls ore the dark’nd lantskip Snow, or fhowre 3 
If chance the radiant Sun with farewell fweet 
Extend his ev’ningbeam, the fields revive. 
The birds thir notes renew, and bleating herds 
Atteft thir joy, that hill and valley rings. 
O (hame to men! Devil with Devil damn’d 
Firm concord holds, men onely difagree 

1’ ;i . ■: Of 
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Of Creatures rational, though under hope 
Of heavenly Grace : and God proclaiming peace, 
Yet live in hatred, enmitie, and ftrife 
Among themfelves, and levie cruel warres, 
Wafting the Earth, each other to deftroy: 
As if (which might induce us to accord) 
Man had not hellifh foes anowbefides, 
That day and night for his deftruftion waite. 

The Stygian Councel thus diftolv’d* and forth 
In order came the grand infernal Peers, 
Midft camethir mighty Paramount, and feemd 
Alone th* Antagonist of Heav’n, nor lefs 
Then Hells dread Emperour with pompSupream, 
And God-like imitated State, him round 
A Globe of fierie Seraphim inclos’d ,5 
With bright imblazonrie, and horrent Arms, 
Then of thir Seffion ended they bid cry 
With Trumpets regal found the great refult.* 
Toward the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
put to thir mouths the founding Alchymie 
By Haralds voice explain’d : the hollow Abyfs 
Heard farr and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
Withdeafning (hout, return’d them loud acclaim. 
Thence more ateafe thir minds and fom what rais’d 
By falfeprefumptuous hope, the ranged powers 
Disband, and wandring, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leads him perplext, where he may likelieft find 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great Chief return,. 
Part on the Plain, or in the Air fublime 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
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530 , As at th* Olympian Games or Pythian fields 3 
'Part curbthir fierifeSteeds, orfhunthe Goal 
With fapid wheels, or fronted Brigadsform. 
A3 when to warn proud Cities warr appears 
Wag’d in the troubl’d Skie, and Armies ruth 
To Battel in the Clouds, before each Van 
Pric forth the Aerie Knights, and couch thir fpears 
Till thickeft Legions clofes with feafsof Arms 
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others withvaft Typhctan rage more fell 
Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In whirlwind Hell fearce holds the wilde uproar. 
As when Alcidcs from Oealia Crown’d 
With conqueft, felt th9 envenom'd robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots TheJ[alianPincs0 
And Liehas from the top of Oeta threw 
Into th* Euboic Sea. Others more milde. 
Retreated in a filent valley, fing 
With notes Angelical to many a Harp 
Thir own Heroic deeds and haplefs fall 
By doom of Battel > and complain that Fate 
Free Vertue flaould enthral] to Force or Chance. 
Thir fong was partial, but the harmony 
( What could it kfs when Spirits immortal fing ?) 
Sufpended Hill, and took with ravifhment 
Thethronging audience. In difeourfe morefweet 
( For Eloquence the Soul, Song charms the Senfe,) 
Others apart fat on a Hill retir’d, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high 
Of Providence, Foreknowledge, Will, and Fate, 
FixtFate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute,, 
And found no end, in wandring mazes loft. 

Of 
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Of good and evil much they argu’d then. 
Of happinefs and final mifery, 
Paffion and Apathie, and, glory and (ha me, 
Vain wifdom all, and falfe Pbilofophie: 
Yet with a pleafing forceriexould charm 
Pain for a while oranguilh, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th* ohdured bred 
With ftubborn patience as with triple deel. 
Another part in Squadrons and grofs Bands, j 570 
On bold adventure to difcover wide . 
That difmal world, if any Clime perhaps 
Might yeild themeafier habitation, bend 
Four ways thir flying March, along $he Banks 
Of four infernal Rivers that difgorge 
Into the burning Lake thir baleful dreams 5 
Abhorred Stjx the flood of deadly hate, 
Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep, 
Coc)tus0 nam’d of lamentation loud 
Heard on the ruful dream 5 fierce fhlegeton j 580 
iWhofe waves ef torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Farr off from thefe a flow and filent dream, 

j Lethe the River of Oblivion roules 
Her watrie Labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
•Forthwith his former date and being forgets, 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 
jBeyond this flood a frozen Continent 
Lies dark and wilde, beat with perpetual dorms 
Of Whirlwind and dire Hail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feerns 
Of ancient pile 5 all elfe deep (how and ice,, 
A gulf profound as that Serbonicw Bog 
Betwixt Damiata and mount Caftus old. 

Where 



T 

600 

6 l® 

620 

i 

/Wherfe Armies whole have funk: the parching Air 
Burns frore, and cold performs th’ effed of Fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed Furies hail’d, 
At certain revolutions all the damn’d 0 
Are brought.* and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extreams,extreams by change more fierce. 
From Beds of raging Fire to ftarvein lce 
Thir foft Ethereal warmth, and there to pine 
Immovable, infixt, and frozen round, 
Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 
They ferry over this Lethean Sound 
Both to and fro, thir forrow to augment. 
And wifh andftruggle, as they pafs, to reach 
The tempting ftream, with one fmall drop to Io©fe 
In fweet forgetfulnefs all pain and woe. 
All in one moment, and fo neer the brink 5 
But fate withftands, and to oppofe th* attempt 
Medufa with Gorgonian terror guards 
The Ford, and of it felf the water flies 
All tafte of living wight, as once it fled , 
The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
In confus’d march forlorn, th* adventrous Bands 
With (huddring horror pale, and eyes agaft 
View’d firft thir lamentable lot, and found 
No reft : through many a dark and drearie Vaile 
They pafs’d, and many a Region dolorous, 
Ore many a Frozen, many a Fierie Alpe, 
Rocks, Caves, Lakes, Fens,Bogs,Dens,and (hades of 
AXIniverfe ofdeath, which God by curfe (death. 
Created evil, for evil only good^ 
Where all life die$,death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 

Abomi- 
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Abominable, inutterable, and worfc 
Then Fables yet have feign’d, or fear conceiv’d, 
Corgons and Hydras, and Chimera s dire. 

Mean while the Adverfary of God and Man, 
Satan with thoughts inflam'd of higheft defign, 
Puts on fwift wings, and toward the Gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight 5 fom times 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fom times the left, 
Now (haves with level wing the Deep,thenfoares 
Up to the fiery concave touring high. 
As when farr off at Sea a Fleet deferi’d 
Hangs in the Clouds, by Equinoctial Winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the lies 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence Merchants bring 
Thirfpicie Drugs: they on the trading Flood 640 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly toward the Pole. So feem’d 
Farr off the flying Fiend : at laft appeer 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid Roof, 
And thrice threefold the Gates 3 three folds wrere 
Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock, ( Brafs 
Impenitrable, impal’d wij:h circling fire. 
Yet unconfum’d. Before the Gates there fat " 
On either fide a formidable Chape 5 
The one feem’d Woman to the wafte, and fair, 650 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fould 
Voluminous arid vaft, a Serpent arm’d , 
With mortal fting : about her middle round 
Aery of Hell Hounds never ceafing bark’d 
With wide Cetberean mouths full loud, aqd rung 
A hideous Peal: yet, when they lift,woiild creep, 

aught difturb'd thir noyfe, into her W6omb, 
And 
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And kennel there,yet there ftill bark’d and howl'd 
Within unfeen. Farr lefsabhorrd then thefe 
Vex’d Scylla bathing in the Sea that parts 
Calabria from the hoarce trinacrian^xoxt : 
Nor uglier follow the Night-Hag, when call’d. 
Infecret, riding through the Air (be comes 
Lur'd with the fmell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland Witches, while the labouring Moon 
Eclipfes at thir charms. The other ftiape, 
Iffliape it might be call'd that (hape had none 
Diftinguifhabje in member, joynt, 01; limb ^ 
Or fubftance miight be call’d that (liadow feem’d. 
For each feem'd either 5 black it flood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 
And ihook a dreadful Dart , what feem’d his head 
The likenefso£a Kingly Crown had on. 
Satan was now at band, and frpm his feat 
The Monfter moving onward came as fad, 
With horrid ftrides, Hell trembled as he flrode. 
Th* undaunted Fiend what this might be admir’d. 
Admir'd, not fear’d 3 God and his Son except. 
Created thing naught vallu'd he nor Chun’d 5 
And with disdainful look thus firft began. 

Whence and what art thou, execrable fhape. 
That dar’ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated Front athwart my way , 
To yonder Gates ? through them l mean to pafs, 
That be allur'd, without leave jaskt of thee; 
Retire, or tafte thy folly, and learn by proof, 

I Hell-born, not to contend with Spirits or Heav»n. 
To whom the Goblin full of wrauf h reply’d,, 

Art.thou that Traitor Angel, art t!upa hee, . k* 
t 1 ' ‘ ' “ Who? 
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Who firft broke peace in Heav n and Faith,till then j 
Unbrok'n, and in proud rebellious Anns 
Drew after him the third part of Heav ns Sons 
Conjur dagainft thehigheft, for which both Thou 
And they outcaft from God, are herecondemn'd 
To vrafte Eternal daies in woe and pain ? 
And reck’n’ft thou thy felf with Spirits of Heav’n, 
Hell-d©omd,and breath’ft defiance here and fcorn, 
Where I reign King, and to enrage thee more. 
Thy King and Lord ? Back to thy punifhment, 
Falfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 
Leaf): v/ith a whip of Scorpions I purfue 
Thy lingring, or with one ftroke of this Dart 
Strange horror feife thee,and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the grieflie terrour, and in fhape. 
So fpeakiog and fo threatning, grew ten fold 
More dreadful and deform : on ths other fide 
Incenc’t with indignation Satan flood 
Unterrifi’d, and like a Comet burned. 
That fires the length of ophincus huge 
In th* Artick Sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes Peftilence and Warr. Each at the Head 
Level’d his deadly aime 5 thir fatall hands 
No fecond ftroke intend, and fuchafrown 
Each caft at th* other, as when two black Clouds 
WithHeav’ns Artillery fraught, come rattling on 
Over the Gafpian, then ftand front to front 
Hov’ring a (pace, till Winds the fignal blow 
To joyn thir dark Encounter in mid air : 
So frownd the mighty Combatants, that Hell 
Grew darker at thir frown, fo matcht they flood $ 
For never but once more was either like 
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To meet fo great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been achiev’d, whereof all Hell hadttong, 
Had not the Saakie Sorcerefs that fat 
Faftby Hell Gate, and kept the fatal Key, 
Ris n, and with hideous outcry rufh’d. between* 

O Father, what intends thy hand, fhecry’d, 
Againft thy only Son ? What fury O Son, 
PoflefTes thee to bend that mortal Dart 
Againft thy Fathers head ? and know’ft for whom} 
For him who fits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordain’d his drudge, to execute 
What e’re his wrath, which he calls Juftice, bids. 
His wrath which one day will deftroy ye both. 

She fpake, and at her words the heiliflh Peft . 
Forbore, then it hefe to her Satan return’d : 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Thou interpofeft, that my hidden hand 
Prevented lpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends $ till firft I. know of thee. 
What thing thou art, thus double-form'd,and why 
In this infernal Vaile firft met thou call’ft 
Me Father, and that Fantafm calfft my Son > 
I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
Sight more deteftable then him and thee. 

T’ whom thus the Portref&of Hell Gate reply’d} 
H?.ft thou forgot me their, and do I feem 
Nowin thine eye fo foul, once deemdfo fair 
In Heav n, when at th’ Aflembly, and in fight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combin'd 
In bold cohfpiracy againft Hcav’ns King, 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surpris’d thee,dim thine eyes, and dizziefwumm 

O In 
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fn darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 
Threw forth, till on the left fide op’nmg wide, 
Likeft to thee in fhape and count’nance bright. 
Then Alining heav’uly fair, aGoddefs arm’d 
Outof thy head I fprung : amazement teisd 
All th' Hoft of Heav’n j back they recoild attraid 
At firft, and call’d me Sift, and for a Sign 
Portentous held me } but familiar grown, 
I pleas’d, and with attractive graces won 
The moft ayerfe, thee chiefly, who full ptt 
Thy Celt in me thy perfed image viewing 
Bccam’ft enampuTd, and fuch joy .thou took it. 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceiv’d 
A growing burden. Meanwhile Warrarofe, . • 
And fields were fought inHeav’m wherein remand 
( for what could elle ) to our Almighty r oe 
Cleer Viftory, to our part lofs anp rout < . 
Through -all the Empyrean : down they fell 
Driv’n headlong from the Pitch of Heaven, down 
to ?hi6 and in the genet?! fill 
I alfo j at which time this powerful Key 
Into my hand was giv’n,with charge to keep 
Thefe Gates for ever (hut,which none can pals 
Without my op’ning. Penfive here I fat 

Alone, but Jong. I fat pot, till my womb 
Pregnant bf the?, and-now cjxcpffive grown 
Prodigious .motion felt and rueful throes. 
At laft this odious offspring whom thou leett 
Thine own begotten, .breaking violent way _ 
Tore through my entraiis,that \y i tp fear and pa^n 

Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grow 
Transform’cr: but he my inbred enemie 
; ' G 2 ’ forth 
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Forth iifuVI* brandifhing his fatal Dart 
Made to deftroy : I fled* and cry’d out Death 5 
Hell trembl’d at the hideous Name* and figh’d 
From all her Gaves* and back refounded Death. 
I fled* but he purfu’d (though more* it feems* 
Inflam’d with luft then rage) and fwifter far* 
Me overtook his mother all difinaid* 
And in embraces forcible and foule 
Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 
Thefe yelling Monfters that with ceaflefs cry 
Surround me, as thou fawft* hourly conceiv’d 
And hourly born, with forrow infinite 
To me, for when they lift into the womb 
That bred them they return*and howleand gnaw 
My Bowels, their repaft 3 then burfting forth 
Afrefh with confcious terrours vex me round* 
That reft or intermiflion none J find. 
Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 
Grim Death my Son and foe* who fets them on* 
And me his Parent would full foon devour 
For want of other prey* but that he knows 
His end with mine involvd 5 and knows that I 
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(Should prove a bitter Morfel* and his bane* 
| When ever that fhall be 3 fo Fate pronounc’d. 

10 But thou O Father* I forewarn thee* ftiun 
His deadly arrow $ neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofe bright Arms* 

jThough temper’d heav’nly* for that mortal dint* 
Save he who reigns above* none can refift. 

She finiftfd* and the futtle Fiend his lore 
Soon learnd.now milder,and thusanfwerd fmooth. 
Dear.Daughter* fince thou claim’ft me for thy Sire* 

And 
1- - .■- 1 ...i l.l. . 1 . -- - 
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And my fair Son here fhowft me3 the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav’n, and joys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dire 820 
Befalln usunforefeen3unthought of,know (change 
I come no enemie, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain, 
Beth him and thee, and all theheav'nly Hofi: 
Of Spirits that in our juft pretenfes arm'd 
Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand foie, and one for all 
My felf expofe, with lonely fteps to tread 
Th’ unfounded deep, & through the void immenfe 
To fearch with wandring queft a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now 
Created vaft and round, a place ©f blifs 
In the Pourlieues of Heav’n, and therein plac’t 
A race of upftart Creatures, tofupply 
Perhaps our vacant room, though more remov’d, 
Leaft Heav’n furcharg’d with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broiles : Be this or aught 
Then this more fecret now defign’d, I hafte 
To know, and this once known, (hall foon return. 
And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen .'4 
Wing filently the buxom Air, imbalm’d 
With odours 5 there ye (hall be fed and fill’d 
Icnmeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 
He ceas’d,for bothfeemd highly pleafd, and Death 
Grinnd horrible a gaftly fmile, to hear 
His famine (hould be fill’d, and blefthis mawe 
Deftin’d to that good hour : no lefs rejoye’d 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her Sire. 

• ' The 
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The key of this infernal Pit by due. 
And by command of Heav’ns all-powerful King 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe Adamantine Gates ; againff all force 
Death ready ftands to inrerpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o’rematcht by living might. 
But what cw I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruftmedown 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To fit in hateful Office here confin'd, 
Inhabitant of Heav’n, and heav’nlie-born. 
Herein perpetual agonie and pain, 
With terrors and with clamors compafst round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed: 
Thou art my Father, thou my Author, thou 
My being gav’ft me 5 whom fhould I obey .; 
But thee,whom follow? thou wilt bring me foon 
To that new world of light and blifs, among 
The Gods who live at eafe, where I ffiall Reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal Key, 
Sad infirument of all our woe, ffie took y - : 
And towards the Gaterouling herbeflial train, 
Forthwith the huge Porcullis high Up drew. 
Which but her felf not all the stygian powers 

! Could once have mov’d; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every Bolt and Bar 
Of maffie Iron or follid Rock with eafe 
Unfaft’ns : on a fudden op’n flie 
With impetuous recoileand jarring found 
Th' infernal dores,and on thir hinges great 

.1 r. ; 
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Harfh Thunder, that the lowed bottom fhook 
Of Erebus. She opnd, but to fhut 
Excel’d her power 3 the Gates wide op’n dood. 
That with extended wings aRannerdHod 
Under fpread Enfigns inarching might pafs through 
With Horfe and Chariots rankt in loofe arrays 
So wide they dood, and like a Furnace mouth 
Cad forth redounding finoak and ruddy flame. 
Before thineyes in Hidden view appear 
Thefecrets of the hoarie deep, a dark 
Illimitable Ocean without bound, ("highth, 
Without dimension, where length, breadth, and 
And time and place are lod 5 where elded Night 
And chaos^ Ancedors of Nature, hold 
Eternal Anarchic amidd the noife 
Of endlefs warrs, and by confufion ftand. 
For hot,cold,moid,and dry, four Champions fierce 
Strive here for Maiftrie,and to Battel bring 
Thir embryon Atoms ^ they around the flag 
Of each his faftion, in thir feveral Clanns, 
Light-arm’d or heavy, fharp, fmooth,fwift or flow, 
Swarm populous, unnumber’d as the Sands 
Of Barca or Cyrenes torrid foil. 
Levied to fide with warring Winds, and poife 

) Thir lighter wings. To whom thefe mod adhere, 
Hee rules a moment 5 chaos Umpire fits. 
And by decifion more imbroiles the fray 
By which he Reigns ; next him high Arbiter 
Chance governs all. Into this wifde Abyfs, 
The Womb of nature and perhaps her Grave, 
Of neither Sea, nor Shore, nor Air,norFire, 
But all thefe in thir pregnant caufes mixt 
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.Confus’dly, and which thus muft ever fight, 
'Unlefs th’Almighty Maker them ordain 
His dark materials to create more Worlds, 
Into this vvilde Abyfs the warie fiend 
Stood on the brink of Hell and look’d awhile. 
Pondering his Voyage } for no narrow frith 
He had to crofs. Nor was hisearelefspeard 
With noifesloud and ruinous (td compare 
Great things with fmallj then when Bellona florins. 
With all her battering Engines bent to rafe 
Som Capital City, or lefs then if this frame 
OfHeavn were falling, andthefe Elements 
In mutimie had from her Axle torn 
The ftedfaft Earth. At laft his Sail-broad Vannes 
He fpreads for flight, and in the Purging fmoak 
Uplifted fpurns the ground,thence many a League 
As in a cloudy Chair afcending rides 
Audacious, but that feat foon failing, meets 
A vaft vacuitie : all unawares 
Fluttring his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thoufand fadom deep, and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The ftrong rebuff of fom tumultuous cloud 
rnftinft with Fire and Nitre hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that furie flay'd, 
Quencht in a Boggie Syrtk^ neither Sea, 
Nor good dry Land : nigh founderdon he fares, 
F reading the crude confiftence, half on foot. 
Half flying} behoves him now both Oare and Saile0 
As when a Gryfon through the Wildernefs 
With winged courfe ore Hill or moarie Dale, 
Purfties the Artmafpian^ who by ftelth 

Had 
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Had from his wakeful cuftody purloind .{ 
The guarded Gold : So eagerly the fiend 
Orebogorfteep5through ftrait3rough5cienfe,or rare, 
With head* haiids, wings, or feet purfueshis way, 
And fwims or links, or wades,, of. creeps* or ,flyes: 
At length a univerfai hubbub wilde : . 
Of dunning founds and voices afl confus’d 
Bom through the hollow dark aflaults his eare 
With loud,eft vehemence; thither he plyes, 
Undaunted to meet there what ever power 
Or Spirit of the nethermoft Abyfs 
Might in that noiferefide, of whonrto ask 
Which way the neereft coaftof darknefs. lyes 
Bordering on lights when ftrait behold the T hrone 
Of chaos;, and his dark.Pavilion fpread 
Wide cm tfie wafteful Deep y With,him Enthron'd 
Sat Sable>vefted Night, efdeft of things 
The confort of his Reign } and by them ftood 
Orcus and Ades^ and the dreaded name 
Of Demogorgon \ Rumor next and Chance, r 
And Tumult and Confufion all imbroild. 
And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths. 

T’ whom Satan turning boldly,thus. Ye Powers 
And Spirits of this nethermoft Abyfs, 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no Spic, 
With purpofe to explore or todifturb 
The fecrets-of your Realm, but by conftraint 
WandripgtHis darkfome defart, as my way 
Lies through your fpacious Empire* up to light,* ’> 
Alone, and without guide, half loft,I feek 
What readieftpath leads where your gloornie 
Confine withHeav’n> or if fom other place (bou nds 
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From your Dominion won, th* Ethereal King 
PoflefTes lately , thither to arrive 
I travel this profound, direct my courff 3 
Dire&ed, no mean recompence it brings 
To your behoof, if I that Region loft*; ] r 
All ufurpation thence expelfd* reduce r ru: i -A j 
To her original darknefs and your fway 
(Which is my prefent journey) and once more 
Ereft the Standerd there of ancient Night 5 
Yours be th* advantage all, mine the revenge. 

Thus Satan 3 arid him thus the Aharch old 
With faultring fpeech and vtiage incompos'd 
Anfwer’d. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art, 
That mighty leading Angel, who of Jateii 
Made head againft Heav ns King, though over- 
I fawand heard/or fuch anurheroushoft (thrown. 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confufion worfe confounded 3 and Heav’n Gates 
Pourd out by millions her victorious Bands 
Purfuing, I upon my Frontieres here 
Keep rcfidence 3 if all I can will ferve5 
That little which is left fo to defend 
Encroacht on frill through our inteftine broiles 
Weakning the Scepter of old Night: firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath . 
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World 
Hung ore my Realm, link’d in a golden Chain 
To that fideHeav n from whence your Legions fell: 
If that way be your walk, you have not farr £ 
So much the neerer danger y goe and fpeed, 
Havock and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 

He 
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He ceas’d 5 Satan (raid not to reply. 
But glad that now his Sea fhould find a fhore. 
With frelh alacritie and force renew’d 
Springs upward like a Pyramid of fire 
Into the wilde expanfe, and through the fhock 
Of fighting Elements, on all fides round 
Environ’d wins his way 5 harder befet 
And more endanger’d, then when Argo pafs’d 
Through Bofporus betwixt the juffcitng Rocks : 
Or when Vl jfes on the Larbord ihurind 
Charybdw^ and by th’ other whirlpool I tear d. r* 
So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov’d on, with difficulty and labour hee 5 
But hee once paft, foon after when man fell, 
Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, fuch/was the will of Heav’n, 
Pav’d after him a broad* and beat’n way 
Over the dark Abyfs, whofe boiling Gulf 
Tamely endur’d a Bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continu’d reaching th’utmoft Orbe 
Of this frail World $ by which the Spirits perverfe 
With eafie intercourfe pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifh mortals, except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 
But now atlafl: the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heav’n 
Shoots farr into the bofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn* here Nature firft begins 
Her fardeft verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmoft works a brok’n foe 
With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftiledin. 
That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe 
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Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light 
And like a weather-beaten Veffel holds? 
Gladly the Port, though Shrouds and Tackle torn$ 
Or in the emptier wafte, refembling Air, 
Weighs his fpread wings , at leafure to behold 
Birr off thJ Empyreal Heav’n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermind fquare or round. 
With OpalTowrs and Battlements adorn’d 
Of living Saphire, once his native Seats 
And faft by hanging in a golden Chain 
This pendant world, inbignefs as a Starr 
Offmalleft Magnitude dole by the Moon, 
Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 
Accurft, and in a curfed hour he hies. 

v/oli 
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m holy light,ofspripg of Heav'n firft-born: 
Or of th* Eternal Coeternal , earn r 
May 1 exprefs thee unblam d. fince^ ^ ^ 

And neveribut in unapproached J®CfctVU 
Dwelt from Eternitie, dwelt then in t , 

| Bright effluence of bright effence increJe* 
Or bear'd thou rather pure Ethereal Itreani, 

i Whofe Fountain who (hall tell? 
i Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 

Of,God, as with a Mantle did ft inveit 
The riling world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void andformlels infinite. 
Thee I re-yifit how with bolder 
Bfcap’t the Stygian Pool, though loPK^m d 
In that obfcuire fojourn, whhe mmyflght 
Through utter and through middle darkncfs borne 
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With ocher notes then to th’ Orphean Lyre 
I fung of Chaos and Eternal Night, 
Taught by the heav’nly Mufe to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to reafcend. 
Though hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe. 
And feel thy fovran vital Lamp 3 but thou 
fvevifit’ft not thefe eyes, that rowle in vain 
To find thy piercing ray* and find no dawn 3 
So thick a dropTerene hath quencht thir Orbs, 
Or dim fuffufion veild. Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wanderWhere the Mufes haunt — 
Cleer Spring;, or (hadie Grove, or Sunnie Hill, 
Smit with the love of facred fong3 but chief 
Thee Sion and the flowrie Brooks beneath. 
That wafh thy hallowd feet, and warbling flow. 
Nightly I vifit: nor fomtimes forget 
Thofe other two equal*d with me in Fate, 
So were I equa I'd with them in renown, 
Blind 1'hamyris and blind Al&onides, 
lin&TireJtas and Vhineus Prophets old.v 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntarie moire 
Harmonious numbers3 as the wakeful Bird 
Sings darkling, and in fhadieft Covert hid ■ 
Tunes her nodhirnal Note. Thus wit h the Year 
Seafons return. but not to meretUfns- : ) oiolx 
Day, or thefweet approach of £v’n or Morn, 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or Summers Rofe, 
Or flecks, or herds, or human face divine 5 
But cloud inftead, and eVer-duringdark. 
Surrounds me,from the chearful waiesofmen 
Cut off, and for the Book of knowing fair i n 
Prefented withallniverfal blanc 
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Of Natures works to meeexpung’d and ras’d, 
And wifdome atone entrance quite (hut out. 
So much the rather thou Cdeftial light 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 
Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence 
Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and t^ll 
Of things invifibleto mortal fight. 

Now had the Almighty Father from above, 
From the pure Empyrean where he fits 
High Thread above all highth, bent dowrf his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the Sanftities of Heaven 1 
Stood thick as Starrs, and from his fight receiv’d 
Beatitude paft utterance $ on his right 
The radiant image of Ms Xjlorv fat. 
His onMySon, On Earth he fifft beheld 
Our two firft Patents, yet the onely two 
Of mankind, in the happie Garden plac’t. 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivald love : 
Inblifsful folitude $ he then furvey’d 
Hell and the Gulf between, and Satan there 
Coafting the wall of Heav’n on this fide Night 
In the dun Air fublitne, and ready now ; ; > 
Toftgop with wearied wings, and willing feet 
On the bareoutfide of this World, that feem’d 
Firm land imbofonfd without Firmament, 
Uncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 
Him God beholding from his profpeft high, 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds, 
Thus to his onely Son forefeeing fpake.‘ 

Onely begotten Son, feeft thou what rage 
Transports 
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Tranfports puj. adverfarip, whom no bounds 
Prefcrib’d, nobarrs of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heapt on him there, nor yet the main Abyfs 
Wide interrupt can hold 5. fo bent hefeeins 
On defperat revenge, that (hall redound * 
Upon his own rebellious; head. Apd now1 plfi 
Through all reftraint broke loofe he wings his way 
Not farroffHeavn,Tn the Precin&s of lights 
Dirtftly towards the new created World, : > 
And *JylamUrqje plap't, with purphfe to allay * 
If him jay Force -he pan deftrayyor, worfo, ov/o siU) 
By fom falfe guile pervert 5 &nd fhall pervert 5* A! 
For man will heark'n to .his glozingiyes, .. i2l 
And eafily tranfgrefs fheToJe <3®m&ond, - 
Sole pledge of his obedjencp} >S$> will fall _ v. i 
Hee and hfefa&Jiief$-^ * iCjjrh^^TLiIfc^ v 
Whofe but his own ? ingp*e,he,bard Bfimee 
All he could have 5 l made him j uft and right. 
Sufficient to have flood, though free to fall. t > 
Such I created %llth’ Ethereal powers J 
And Spirits,both then? who ftoodSc them whofaild^ 
Freely they (food who flood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have givnfincere 
Of true allegiance,conftant Faith or Love, 
Where pnely what they needs muft do, appeard. 
Not what rhey-woul^i ? what praife could they re- 
What pleafure lirom fuch obedience paid, (ceive? 
When Will and Reafon (Reafon alfo is choice) 
Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoild. 
Made pafljve.bgth, had fcryd-jnecefiltie, . * I*. 
Not mee/h^Tfrey^therefore as tp^ight belongd, 
So were created,, nor can juftly accufe 

f ' ^ ' 7: >Thir 
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Thir maker, or thir making, or thir Fate 3 
As if Predeftination over-rul’d 
Thir will, difpos’d by abfolute Decree 
Or high foreknowledge 3 they themfelves decreed 
Thir own revolt, not I: if I foreknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 
Which had no lefs prov’d certain unforeknown. 
So without leaft impulfeor fhadowof Fate, 
Or aught by me immutablie forefeen. 
They trefpafs. Authors to themfelves in all 
Both what they judge and what they choofes for fo 
I formd them free, and free they muff remain. 
Till they enthrall themfelves: I elfe nmft change 
Thir nature, and revoke the high Decree 
Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordain'd 
Thir freedom, they themfelves ordain’d thir fall. 
The firfl fort by thir own fuggeftion fell. 
Self-tempted, felf-deprav’d : Man falls deceiv’d 
By the other firfl:: Man therefore fhall find grace, 
The other none : in Mercy and Juftice both, 
Through Heav’n andEarth, fo (hall my glorie excel. 
But Mercy firfl and laft fhall brightefl Ihine. 

Thus while God fpake,ambrofkl fragrance fill’d 
All Heav’n, and in the blefled Spiritseleft 
Senfe of new joy-ineffable diffus’d: 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious, in him all his Father (lion 
Subflantially exprefs’d, and in his face 
Divine compaffion vifibly appeerd. 
Love without end, and without meafure Grace, 
Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos’d 
' l Thy 
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jThy fovran fentence, that Man fhould find grace 5 
For which both Heav’nand Earth (haft high extoll 
Thy praifes, with th’ innumerable found 
Of Hymns and facred Songs,wherewith thy Throne 
Encompafs’d fhall refound thee everbleft. 
For (hould Man finally be loft, fhould Man 
Thy creature late fo lov’d, thy youngeftSon 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though joynd 
With his own folly ? that be from thee farr. 
That farr be from thee. Father, who art Judge 
Of all things made, and judgefr onely right. ^ 
Or (hall the Adverfarie thus obtain 
His end, and fruftrate thine, fhall he fulfill 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to naught,. 
Or proud return though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accomplifh’t aadtoHell 
Draw after him the whole Race of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thy felf 
Abolifh thy Creation, and unmake. 
For him, what for thy glorie thou haft made ? 
So (hould thy.goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 
Bcqueftiond and blafpheam’d without defence. 

To whom the great Creatour thusreply’d. 
O Son, in whom my Soul hath chief delight, 
Son of my bofom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and effectual might. 
All haft thou fpok*n as my thoughts are, all 
As my Eternal purpofe hath decreed : 
Man fhall not quite be loft, but fav’d who will. 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely voutfaft 5 once more I will renew 
His lapfed powers, though forfeit and enthrall'd 

.• By 
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By fin to foul exorbitant defires 5 
Upheld by me , yet once more he (hall ftand 
On even ground againfthis mortal foe. 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall’n condition is, and to meow 
All his deliv’rance, and to none but me. 
Some I havechofen of peculiar grace 
Eleft above the reft 3 fo is my will: 
The reft (hall hear me call, and oft be warnd 
Thir finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
Tfrincenfed Deitie, while offerd grace 
Invites 3 for I willcleer thir fenfes dark. 
What may fuffice, and foft’n ftonie hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due, 
Though butendevord with fincere intent. 
Mine eare (hall not be flow, mine eye not (hut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My Umpire Conference, whom if they will hear 
Light after light well us'd they (hall attain. 
And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 
This my long fufFerance and my day of grace 
They who negleft and fcorn, (hall never tafte 3 
But hard be hard’nd, blind be blinded more. 
That they may (tumble on, and deeper fall 3 
And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not don 3 Man difobeying, 
Difloyal breaks his fealtie, and finns 
Againft the high Snpremacie of Heav’n, 
Affe&ing God-head, and fo looting all, 
To expiate his Treafon hath naught left, 
u" + to deftruciion (acred and devote. 
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Fie with his whole pofteritiemuft die, 
210 Die hee or Juftice muft 3 unlefs for him 

Som other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid fatisfa&ion, death for death. 
Say Heav’nly Powers,where (hall we find fitch love. 
Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 
Mans mortal crime, and juft th’ unjuft to fave, 
Dwelsinall Heaven charitie fodeare’? 

He ask’d, but all the Heav’nly Quire ftood mute, 
And filence was in Heav’n : on mans behalf 
Patron or Interceffor none appeerd, 

2 201 Much left that durft upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have bin loft, adjudg’d to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulnefs dwels of love divine, 
His deareft mediation thus renewd. 

Father, thy word is paft, man fhall find grace 3 
And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way. 
The fpeedieft of thy winged meflengers, ' 

230 To vifit all thy creatures, andtoall 
Comes unprevented, vmimplor’d, unfought, 
Happie for man, fo coining 5 he her aide 
Can never feek, once dead in fins and loft 3 
Attonement for himfelf or offering meet, 
Indebted and undon, hath none to bring : 
Behold mee then, mee for him, life for life 
I offer, on mee let thine anger fall 3 
Account mee man 3 I for his fake willleave 
Thybofom, and this glorie next to thee 

240 Freely put off, and for him laftjy die , 
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Well, pleas’d, on me let Death wreck all his rage 3 
Under his gloomie power 1 (hall not long 
Lie vanquilht 3 thou haftgivn me to poffefs 
Life in my/elf for ever, by thee I live, 
Though now to Death Lyeild, and am his due 
All that of me can die, yet that debt paid , 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfom grave 
His prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted Soule 
Forever with corruption there to dwell 3 
But I (hall rife Vi&orious, and fubdue 
My Vanquiiher, fpoild of his vanted fpoile3 
Death his deaths wound lhall then receive. Sc (loop 
Inglorious, of his mortal 1 (ling difarnVd. 
I through the ample Air in Triumph high 
Shall lead Hell Captive maugre Hell, and (how 
The powers of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight 
Pleas’d, out of Heaven fhalt look down and finite. 
While by thee rais’d I ruin all my foes, 
Death laft,and with his Carcafs glut the Grave: 
Then with the multitude of my redeemd 
Shall enter Heaven long abfenr, and returne. 
Father, to fee tfiy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger (hall remain, but peace affur’d, 
And reconcilement 3 wrauth (hall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefence joy entire. 

His words here ended, but his raeekafpeft 
Silent yet fpake, and breath’d immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only Ihon 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 
Glad to be offer’d, he attends the will 
Of his great Father. Admiration feis’d 
All Heav’n, what this might mean, Sc whither tend 

won- 
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Wondring 3 but foon th’ Almighty thus reply'd ; 
O thou inHeavnand Earth the only peace 

Found out for mankind under wrauth, O thou 
My foie complacence ! well thou know'ft how dear. 
To me are all my works, nor Man the lead: 
Though laft created, that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom and right hand, to fave. 
By loofing thee a while, the whole Race loft. 
Thou therefore whom thou only canftredeeme, 
Thir Nature alfo to thy Nature joyne}» 
And be thy felf Man among men on Earth, 
Madeflefh, when time (hall be, of Virgin feed, 
By wondrous birth : Be thou in Adams room 
The Head of all mankind, though Adams Son. 
As in him perifh all men, fa in thee 
As from a fecond root fhall be reftor’d, „ 
As many as are reftor’d, without thee none. 
His crime makes guiltie all his Sons, thy merit 
Imputed fhall abfolve them who renounce 
Thir own both righteous and unrighteous deeds, 
And live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is moft juft. 
Shall fatisfie for Man, be judg’d and die. 
And dying rife, and riling with him raile 
His Brethren, ranfomd with his own dear life. 
So Heavnly love dial outdoo Hellifh hate, 
Giving to death, and dying to redeeme. 
So dearly to redeem what Hellifh hate 
Soeafily deftroy’d, and ftill deftroyes 
In thofe who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor (halt thou by defending to affume 
Mans Nature, lefs’n or degrade thine owne. 

Becaufe 
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Becaufethou haft, though Thron'd in h.igheft bids 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 
A World from utter lofs, and haft been found 
By Merit more then Birthright Son of God j 
Found worthieft to be fo by being Good, 
Farr more then Great or High 5 becaufe in thee 
Love hath abounded more then Glory abounds. 
Therefore thy Humiliation (hall exalt 
With thee thy Manhood alfo to this Throne 5 
Here (halt thou fitincarnatc, here (halt Reigne 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed univerfal King ^ all Power 
I give thee, reign for ever, and affume 
Thy Merits 3 under thee as Head Supream 
Thrones,PrincedomSjPowers^Doinjnions I reduce: 
All knees to thee (hall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell s 
When thou attended glorioufly from Heav’n 
Shalt in theSkie appeer, and from thee fend 
The fummoning Arch-Angels to fCadWlftft > 
Thy dread Tribunal : forthwith from all Windes 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paftAges to the general Doom 
Shall haft’n,fucha peal fhall roufe thir deep. 
Then all thy Saints affembfd, thou (halt judge 
;Bad men and Angels, they arraignd fhall link 
Beneath thy Sentence 5 Hell, her numbers full. 
Thenceforth fhall be for ever Chut. Mean while 
The World fhall burn, and from her a files fpring 
New Hcav'n and Earth, wherein the juft (hall 
And after all thir tribulations long (dwell 
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See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, 
^With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth* 
Then thou thy regal Scepter (halt layby, 
For regal Scepter then no more fhall need, 
God fifall be All in All. But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who totompafs all this dies. 
Adore the'Son, and honour him as mee. 

No fooner had th* Almighty ceas’t, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a (bout 
Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heav’n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Holanna’s fill’d 
Th’ eternal Regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either Throne they bow,8c tothe ground 
With foleinn adoration down they caft r 

Thir Crowns inwove with Amarant and Gold, 
Jmmortal Amarant, a Flour which once 
In Paradife, faft by the Tree of Life 
Began to bloom, but foon for mans offence 
ToHeav nremov’d where firft it grew,there grows, 
And flours aloft fhading the Fount of Life, 
And wherethe river ofBlifsehrough midft of Heavn 
Rowlso’re Eliftdn Flours her Amber ftream^ 
With thefe that never fade the Spirits Eleft 
Bind thir refplendent locks inwreath’d with beams. 
Now in loofe Garlands thick thrown off,the bright 
Pavement that like a Sea of Jafper fhon 
Impurpl’d with Celeftial Rofes fmird. 
Then Crown’d again thir gold’n Harps they took. 
Harps ever tun’d, that glittering by their fide 
Like Quivers hung, and with Preamble fweet 
Of charming fymphonie they introduce 

Their 
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Thirfacred Song3and waken raptures high 5 . 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could joine 
Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heav’n. 

Thee Father firft they fung Omnipotent* 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King , thee Author of all being, 
Fountain of Light, thy felf invifihle 
Amidft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit’ll: 
Thron’d inacceffible, but when thou fhad’ff < 
The full blaze of thy beams, atid through a cloild 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Shrine, 
Dark with exceffive bright thy skirts appeer. 
Yet dazle Heav’n, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil thif e yes; 
Thee next they fang of all Creation fitft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whofecpnlpicuouscount’nance, without cloud 
Made vifibje, th* Almighty Father fhines, 
Whom elfe no Creature can behold 5 on thee 
Imprefst the effulgence of his Glorie abides. 
Transfus’d on thee this ample Spirit refts. 
Hee Heav’n of Heavens and all the Powers therein 
By thee created, and by thee threw down 
Th’ afpiring Dominations: thou that day 
Thy Fathers dreadful Thunder didft not fpare. 
Nor Pop thy flaming Chariot wheels, that fhook 
Heav’ns everlafting Frame, while o’re the necks 
Thou drov’ft of warring Angels difarraid. 
Back frqm purfuit thy Powers with loud aeclaime 
Thee only extoId3$.on of thy Fathers might, 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 
Notfo on Man, him through their malice fall’n, 
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Father of Mercie and Grace., thou didfi not doome 
S<? ftri&ly, but much more to pitie encline : 
No fooner did thy dear and onely Son 
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail Man 
Softri^ .y, but much more to pitie ending 
He to appeafe thy wrauth, and end the ffrife 
Of Mercy and Juftice in thy face difcern’d, 
Regardlefs of the Blifs wherein hee fat 
Second to thee, offerd himfelf to die 
For mans offence. O unexampl’d love. 
Love no where to be found lefs then Divine ! 
Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name 
Shall be the copious matter of my Song 
Henceforth, ana never (hall my Harp thy praife 
Forget, nor from thy Fathers praife disjoine. 

Thus they in Heav’n, above the ftarry Sphear, 
Thir happie hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous Globe 
Of this round World, whofe firft convex divides 
The luminous inferior Orbs, enclos’d 
From Chaos and th* inroad of Darknefs old, 
Satan alighted walks: a Globe farr off 
It feem*d,now feems a boundlefs Continent 
Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Starlefs expos'd, and ever-threatning (forms 
Of Chaos bluftring round, inclement skie} 
Save on that fide which from the wallof Heav’n 
Though diftant farr fom fmall refledion gaines 
Of glimmering air lefs vext with tempeft loud .• 
Here walk’d the Fiend at large in fpacious field. 
As when a Vulturon Imaus bred, 
Whofe fnowie ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 

— Dif- 
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Diflodging from a Region fcarce of prey 
To gorge the flefh of Lambs or yeanling Kids 
On Hills where Flocks are fed, flies toward the 
Of Ganges or HjdaJj)es0 Indian ftreams $ (Springs 
But in his way lights on the barren plaines 
Of Sericana^ where Chinefes drive 
With Sails and Wind thir canie Waggons light: 
So on this windieSea of Land, the Fiend 
Walk’d up and down alone bent on his prey, 
Alone, for other Creature in this place 
Living or livelefs to be found was none, 
None yet, but (tore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like Aereal vapours flew 
Of all things tranfitorie and vain, when Sin 
With vanity had Slid the works of men: 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things > 
Built thir fond hopes of Glorie or lafting fame, 
Or happinefs in this or th* other life. 
All who have thir reward on Earth, the fruits 
Of painful Superflition and blind Zeal, ✓ 
Naught feeking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, emptie as thir deeds 5 
Allth' unaccomplilht works of Natures hand, 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mixt, 
Diflolvd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 
Till final diflolution, wander here, (dreamd „ 
Not in the neighbouring Moon, as fome have 
Thofe argent Fields more likely habitants, 
Tranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt th* Angelical and. Human kinde : 
Hither of ill joynd Sons and Daughters born 
Firfi: from the ancient World thofe Giants came 
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With many a vain exploit, though then renownd : 
The builders next of Babel on the Plain 
Of Sennaar^ and'(till with vairidefigne 
New 'Mabels, had they wherewithal!, would build: 
Others came fingle 5 hee who to be deemd 
A God, leap’d fondly into JEtnd flames, 
Empedocles, and hee who to enjoy 
Plato’s into the Sea, 
CleombrotHSs and many more too long. 
Embryo's and Idiots, Eremits and Friers 
White, Biatk and Grey, with all thir trurnperre. 
Here Pilgrims toani^^that flriiyMTo fair tofeek 
In Golgotha him dead,"wholiimsin Heavn 3 
And they who to be fute of 
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Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
480 Or in F raricifcah think to. pafs difguis'd 3 
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Theypafs^tbeKWn^^TCn? IrHci pafsthe fixt. 
And that Ct’yjfFdllib^Spherfr vyhofe baIfaoi*&f^?gn£ 
The Trepidation tal.kt, and that firft mov3d3 
And now Saint Peter at Heav’ns Wicket feems 
To wait them with his Keys, and now at footL 
Of Heavps afcent theydift thir Feet, when jpfe-' - 
A violent crofs wind from either Coaff v 
Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand Leagues awry 
Ipto the devious Air 3 then might ye fee 
Cowles, Hoods and Habits With thir wearers tdft 
Andfiurtefd ihto Raggs, then Reliqnes, Beads3; t, 
indulgences, Dilpenfes, Pardons, Bulls, 
The (port of Winds tail thefe upwhirld aloft 1 
Fly o9re thebackfide of the World farr off 
‘into d Limbo. large and broad, fince callH v 1 
THeparadife ofFools, to few uhkftown ? :: mi 
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Long after, now unpeopl'd., and untrod. 
All this dark Globe the fiend found as he pafs’d. 
And long he wadderd, fillet Baft a gleame 
Of dawning light tlifhd thither* ward in hafte 
His traveil’d fteps 3 farr diftanthee defcries 
Afcending by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of Heaven a Structure high. 
At top whereof, but farr* more rich appeerd 
The work ascf a Kingly Palace Gate 
With Frontifpice of Diamond and Gold 
Imbellifht, thick with fparkling orient Gemmes 
The Portal fhon, inimitable On Earth ' 
By Model, or by fhadingPencil drawn. 
The Stairs were fuch as whereon Jacob faw 
Angels afcending and defcending, bands 
Of Guardians bright, when he from Efau fled 
To P'adab-'Aram in the field of Luz, 
Dreaming by night under the open Skie, 
And waking cri’d, This is the Gate ofHeav’n. 
Each Stair myfterioufly was meant, nor flood 
There aJwaies, but drawn up to Heav’nfomtimes 
Viewlefs, and underneath a bright Sea flaw’d 
Of Jafper, or of liquid Pearle, whereon 
Who after came from Earth, fayling arriv’d, 
Wafted by Angels, orflew o’re the Lake 
Rapt in a Chariot drawn by fiery Steeds. f 
The Stams were then letdown, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafie afcenr, or aggravate 
His fad exclufionfrom the dores of Blifs. 
Direftagainft which op’nd from beneath,. , 
Juft o’re the blifsfu! feat of Paradife, 
A pallagedown to tli* Earth, a paffage wide, 

; ; . Wider! 
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Wider by farr then that of after-times 
Over Mount Sion, and, though that were large. 
Over the Promis'd Land to God fo dear, 
By which, to vifit oft thole happy Tribes, 
On high behefts his Angels to and fro 
Pafs’d frequent, and his eye with choice regard 
From Paneas the fount of Jordans flood 
To Beerfaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on JEgypt and the Arabian (hoare 3 
So wide the op’ning feemd, where bounds were fet 
To darknefs, fuch as bound the Ocean wave. 
Satan from hence now on the lower flair 
That fcal’dby fteps of Gold to Heav’n Gate 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this World at once. As when a Scout 
Through dark and defart wayes with peril gone 
All night 3 at laft by break of chearful dawne 
Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing Hill, 
Which to his eye difcovers unaware 
The goodly profpeQ: of fotne forein land 
Firft-feen, or fome renownd Metropolis 
With glittering Spires and Pinnacles adornd, 
Which now the Riling Sun guilds with his beams. 
Such wonder feis’d, though after Heaven feen, 
The Spirit maligne, but much more envy feis’d 
At fight of all this World beheld fo faire. 
Round he furveys, and well might,where he flood 
So high above the circling Canopie 
Of Nights extended (hade 3 from Eaftern Point 
Of Libra to the fleecie Starr that bears 
Andromeda farr off Atlantick^^t as 
Beyond th* Horizon $ then from Pole to Pole 

He 
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He views in bredth, and without longer paufe 
Downright into the Worlds firft Region throws 
His flight precipitant, and windes with eafe 
Through the pure marble Air his oblique way 
Amongft: innumerable Starrs, thatfhon 
Stars diftant, but nigh hand feemd other Worlds. 
Or other Worlds they feemd, or happy lies, 
Like thofe Hefperian Gardens fam’d of old. 
Fortunate Fields,, and Groves and flourie Vales, 
Thrice happy lies, but who dwelt happy there 
He ftayd not to enquire : above them all 
The golden Sun in fplendor likefl Heaven 
Allur’d his eye : Thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm Firmament 5 butupordowne 
By center, or eccentric , hard to tell. 
Or Longitude, where the great Luminarie 
Alooffthe vulgar Conftellations thick, 
That from his Lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Difpenfcs Light from farr 5 they as they move 
Thir Sarry dancein numbers that compute (Lamp 
Days, months, and years, towards his all-chearing 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are turnd 
By his Magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The Univers, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unfeen. 
Shoots invifible vertue even to the deep : 
So wondroufly was fet his Station bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Aflronomer in the Sun’s lucent Orbe 
Through his glaz’d Optic Tube yet never fa w. 
The place he found beyond expreflion bright. 
Compar’d with aught on Earth, Medal or Stone} 
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Not all parts ]ikeD but all alike informd 
Which radiant lights as glowing Iron with fire 5 
Ifmettai, partfeemd Gold, part Silver deer? 
If ftone, Carbunde moft or Chryfolite, 
Ruble or Topaz, to the Twelve that (lion 
la Aarons Breft-plate , and a ftone befides 
Imagind rather oft then elfewhere feen. 
That (tone, or like to that which here below ; 
Philofophers in vain fo long have fought, ; 
In vain, though by thir powerful Art they binde 
Volatil Hermes, and call up. unbound 
In various thapes old Proteus from the Sea, 
Draind through a Limbec to his Native forme. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth Elixir pure, and Rivers run ! 
Potable Gold, when with one vertuous touch 
Th’Arch-chimic Sun fo farr from us remote 
Produces with Terreftrial Humor mixt 
Herein the dark fomany precious things 
Of colour glorious and effeft fo rare ? '• 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazl’d, farr and wide his eye commands. 
For fight no obftacle found here, nor {hade, 
But all Sum Aline, as when his Beams at Noon 
Culminate from th3 JEqu at or , as they now 
Shot upward ftill direft, whence no way round 
ShadowTrom body opaque can fail, and the Aire, 
No where fo cleer, (harpodhis; vifual ray 
fo objefts difiant farr, whereby he foon ’ * . 
Saw within kenn a glorious Angel (land. 
The fame whom John faw alfo in the Sun : 

His back was turnd, but not his brightnefs hid 3 
Of 



Of beaming funnie R.aies, a golden tiar 
Circl’d his Head, nor Jefs hisLocks beh'nd 
Illuflrious on his Shoulders fledge with wings 
Lay waving round} on fom great charge imploy’d 
Heefeemd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the Spirit impure} as now in hope 
To find who might direfthis wandring flight 
To Paradife the happie feat of Man, 
His journiesend and our beginning woe. 
But firft he calls to change his proper fhape. 
Which elfe might work him danger or delay : 
And now a flripling Cherube he appeers, 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmil’d Celeflial, and to every Limb 
Sutable grace diffus'd. To well he feignd } ' 
Linder a Coronet his flowing haire 
In curies on either cheek plaid , wings he wore 
Of many a colon rid plume fprinkfd with Gold, 
His habit fit for fpeed fuccinft, and held 
Before his decent fteps a Silver wand. 
He drew not nigh unheard, the Angel bright. 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifage turnd, 
Admonifht by his eare, and ftfait was known 
Th5 Arch-Angel Vriel, one of the feav’n 
\Vho in Gods '.prefence, neerefl to his Throne ** 
Stand ready at command, and are his Eyes ’ r 
That run througlTall the Heav’ns, or down to th* 
Bear his fwift errands over moifl and dry, (Earth 
O re Sca and Land : hirr\S4tan thus acepfles. 

for thou of the fe: fe a v hS pi ri ts that Hand 
In fight of Godsr high Throne, nglofiofiflyi bright, 
The firfl art’wont his .great authentic will 
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Interpreter through higheft Heavn to bring. 
Where all his Sons thy Embaflie attend } 
And here art likelieft by fupream decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his Eye 
Tovifit oft this new Creation round} 
UnfpeakabJe defire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
All thefe his works fo wondrous heordaind. 
Hath brought me from the Quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandring. Brighteft Seraph tell 
In which of all thefe Alining Orbes hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none. 
But all thefe fliining Orbes his choice to dwell } 
That I may find him, and with fecret gaze. 
Or open admiration him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beftowd 
Worlds,and on whom hath all thefe graces powrd} 
That both in him and all things, as is meet. 
The Univerfal Maker we may praife} ' 
Who juftly hath drivn out his Rebell Foes 
To deepefi Hell, and to repair that lofs 
Created this new happieRace of Men 
To ferve him better: wife are all his wayes. 

So fpake the falfe diflembler unperceivd 5 
For neither Man nor ArrgeTcan difeern 
Hypocrifie, the only evil that walks 
Invifible, except to God alone, 
By his penni^ive will, through Heav’n and Earth ; | 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
Atwifdoms Gate, and tofimplicitie 
Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill 
1 Where 
-i-     r  -- - - I   r - T r- - - -    ■ - - 
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Where no ill feems ; Which now for once beguil’d 
Vriel, though Regent of the Sun5and held 
The fharpeft lighted Spirit of all in Heav’n $ 
Who to the fraudulent Impoftor foule 
Tn his uprightnefs anfwer thus returnd. 
Faire Angel,thy defire which tends to know 

The works of God, thereby to glorifie 
The great Work-Maifter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy Empyreal Manfion thus alone. 
To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 
Contented with report heare onely in heav'n: 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
Had in remembrance alwayes with delight 5 
But what created mind can comprehend 
Thir number, or the wifdom infinite 
That brought them forth, but hid thir caufes deep. 
I faw when at his Word the formlefs Mafs, 
This worlds material mould, came to a heap : 
Confufion heard his voice, andwilde uproar 
Stood rul’d, flood vaft infinitude confin’d 5 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled, 
Light fhon, and order from diforder fprung: 
Swift to thir feveral Quarters hafted then 
The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Aire, Fire, 
And this Ethereal quinteffence of Heav’n 

jFlew upward, fpirited with various forms, 
I That rowld orbicular, andturnd to Starrs 
Numberlefs, as thou feefl, and how they move , 
Each had his place appointed, each his courfe, 

L2 The . 
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The reft in circuit waiter this.Univerft 21 
Lock downward on that Globe whole'hither fide 
Witn fight from hence,though but relieved,(hide* 
1 h it place is Earth the feat of M m, tftat-lwht 
His day, which elie as tn other Hemilphtfe' 
Night would invade, but there the neighbouring 
(S^ ca It hat oppufite fair Starr) her aide ("Moon 
1 lme-iv mterpofes, and her monthly round ‘ 
Sul end, g, ft,]1 renewing through mid Heavn , 
:. ul light her countenance triform 

: Hi lice nils and empties to enlighten the Earth 
And in her pale dominion checks the night 5 
That fpot to which I point is Taradife 
Jdams abode, thole loftie ihades hisBowre 
, hy way thoucanft not mils, me mine requires 

1 hus find, fie turnd, and lowing low' 
As to 1 uperior Spirits is wont in Heav'n >-•' 
Where honour due and reverence none neglefts 
Took leave,and toward the coaftof Earth beneath’ 
Down from th’ Ecliptic, fped with hoZ rucck’ 
Throws h'j lJKp aig1,! in Mny a„ Acriewheele 
Nor ftaidj till q\\,Niphates tsphe lights. 5 
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the End of the fhird Book. ’ 
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For that warning voice3which he who fawj 
Th’ Apocalyps, heard cry in Heaven aloud., 
Then when theDr3gon,put to fecond rout. 
Came furious down to be reveng’d on mem, 

Wo to the inhabitants on Earth ! that now, 
W hile time was, our fir A: Parents had bin warnd 
The coming of thir fecret foe3 and fcap’d 
Haply fofcap’d his mortalfnare5 for now 
Satan3 now firft inflam’d with rage, comedown, 
The Tempter ereth’ Accufer of man-kind, 
To wreck on innocent frail man his lofs 
Of that firft Battel, and his flight to Hell ; 
Y,et not rejoycing in hisfpeed, though bolda 
F^r off and fearlefs, nor with caufeto boa ft. 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
Now rowling, boiles in his tumultuous brefh. 
And like a devillifh Engine back rccoiles , 

Upon 
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I Upon himfelf} horror and doubt didraft 
His troubl’d thoughts, and from the bottom dirr 
The Hell within him, for within him Hell 
He brings, and round about him, nor from Hell 
Oneftep no more then from himfelfcan fly 
By change of place:Nowconfcience wakes defpair 
That flumberd, wakes the bitter memorie 
Of what he was, what island what mud be 
Wqrfe^of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muftenfue. 
Sometimes towards Eden which now in his view 
Lay pleafant,his grievd look he fixes fad, (Sun, 
Sometimes towards Heav’n and the full-blazing 
Which now fat high in his Meridian Towre** 
Then much revolving,thus in fighsbegan. 

O thou that with furpaffing Glory crovvnd. 
Look’d from thy foie Dominion like the God 
Ofthis new World 5 at whofe fight all theStarrs 
Hide thir diminifht headsto thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 
O Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams 
That bring to my remembrance from what date 
l fell, how glorious once above thy Spheare 5 
Till Pride and worfe Ambition threw me down 
Warring in Heav’n againd Heav’ns matchlefs King: 
Ah wherefore! he defervd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none $ nor was his fervice hard. 
What could be lefs then to afford him praife, 
The eafied recompence, and pay him thanks. 
How due! yet all his good prov’d ill in me. 
And wrought but malice 5 lifted up fo high 

' ' I 
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1 fdeind fubjeftion, and thought one (ftp higher 
Would fet me higheft, and in a moment quit 
The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude, 
So burthenfome, flill paying, dill to ow $ 
Forgetfulwhat from him I ft ill receivd. 
And under flood not that a grateful mind 
By owing owes not, but flill pays, at once 
Indebted and difchargd 5 what burden then ? 
O hadjhis powerful Dediny ordaind 
Me feme inferiour Angel, I had flood , 
Thenhappie 3 no unbounded hope had rais’d 
Ambition. Yet why not? fom other Power 
As great might have afpir’d, and me though mean 
Drawn to his part, but other Powers as great 
Fell not, but (land unfhak n , from within 
Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 
Hadfl thou the fame free Will and Power to (land? 
Thou hadd: whom Haft thou then or what to ac- 
But Heav’ns free Love dealt equally to all ? feufe. 
Be then his Love accurd, fince love or hate. 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 
Nay curs’d be thou 5 finceagaind his thy will 
Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 

| Me mifcrable ! which way (ball I flie 
; Infinite wrauth, and infinite defpaire ? 
j Which way I flie is Hell 5 my felf am Hell y 
I And in the lowed deep a lower deep 
iStill threatning to devour me opens wide. 
To which the Hell I fuffer feemsa Heav’n. 
O then at lad relent: is there no place 
Left for Repentance, none for Pardon left ? 
None left but by fubmiffion $ and that word 
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"DifcTain forbids me, and my dread of (name 
Among theSpirits beneatb,whom I feduc’d 
With other promifes and other vaunts 
Then to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 
Th’ Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly 1 abide that boaft fo vaine. 
Under what torments inwardly I groane : 
While they adore me on the Throne of Hell, 
With Diadem and Scepter high advanc’t 
The lower ftill I fall, onely fupream 
In miferie 5 fuch joy Ambition findes. 
But fay I could repent and could obtaine 
By A & of Grace my former ftate $ how foon 
Would highth recal high thoughts,how foon unfay 
What feign’d fubmiffion fwore: eafe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow (deep : 
Where wounds bf deadly hate have peirc’d fo 
Which would but lead me to a worferelapfe. 
And heavier fall : fo fhould I purchafe deare 
Short intermiffion bought with double fmart. 
This knows my punifher 5 therefore as farr 
From granting hee, as I from begging peace: 
All hope excluded thus, behold in head 
Of us out-caft, exil’d, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this World. 
So farwel Hope, and with Hope farwel Fear, 
Farwel Pvemorfe .• all Good to me is loft 5 

vil be thou my Qood 5 by thee at leaft 
ivided Empire with Heav’ns King I hold *' ( 

y thee,-and more then half perhaps will reigne*} 
s Man ere long, and this new World ihall kpow. 

Thus 
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Thus while he fpake3each paffion di min’d his face 
Thrice chang’d with pale3ire3 envie and defpair. 
Which marrd his borrow’d vifage, and betraid 
Him counterfet, if any eye beheld. 
For heav’nly mindes from fuch diftempers foule 
Are ever cleer. Whereof hee foon aware, 
Each perturbation fmooth’d with outward calme, 
Artificer of fraud $ and was the firft 
That praftisd falfhood under faintly fhew3 
Deep malice to conceale, couch’t with revenge : 
Yet not anough had pra&isd to deceive 
Vriel once warnd 5 whofe eye purfu’d him down 
The way hewent3and on th’ AJfyri-an mount 
Saw him disfigur'd3more then could befall 
Spirit of happie fort : his geflures fierce 
He markd and mad demeanour;, thenalone3 
As he fuppos’d3 all unobfervsd3 unfeen. 
So on he fares3 and to the border comes 
Of Eden> where delicious Paradife3 
Now nearer3 Crowns with her enclofure green3 
As with a rural mound the champain head 
Of a deep wildernefs3 whofe hairie fides 
With thicket overgrown., grottefque and wilde* 
Accefs deni’d 5 and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of loftieft fhade3 
Cedar3 and Pine3and Finland branching Palm., 
A Silvan Scene3 and as the ranks afcend 
Shade above Chade3 a woodie Theatre 
Of ftatelieftview. Yet higher then thir tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up fprung : 
Which to our general Sire gave profpeft large 
Into his neather Empire neighbouring round. 
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And higher then that Wall a circling row 
Of goodlied Trees loaden with faired Fruit, 
Bloffoms and Fruits at once of golden hue 
Appeerd, with gay enameld colours inixt : 
On which the Sun more glad imprefs'd his beams 
Then in fair Evening Cloud* or humid Bow* 
When God hath fhowrd the earth} fo lovely feemd 
That Lantskip : And of pure now purer aire 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
Allfadnefs but clefpair: now gentle gales 
Fanning thir odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they dole 
Thofe balmie fpoiles. As when to them whofaile 
Beyond the Cape of Hopey and now are pad 
Aiozambic^ off atSea Nprth-Eaft windes blow 
Sabean Odours from the fpicie fhoare 
Of Arabie the bled, with fuch delay. (League 
Well pleas’d they flack thir courfe, and many a 
Cheard with the grateful duel 1 old Ocean fmiles. 
So entertaind thofe odorous fweetsthe Fiend 
Who came thir bane, though with them better 
Then Afmadeust,with the fifhie fume, (pleas'd 
Thatdrove him,though enamourd,from theSpoufe 
Of TobitsSon, and with a vengeance fent* 
From OHedid pod to* pi,there faff bound, J 

Now to th* afcent of that deep favage Hill 
Satan had journied on, penfive and flow} 
But further way found none, fo thick entwin’d. 
As one continued brake, theundergrowth 
Of fhrubs and tangling bufhes hadperplext 
All path of Man or Bead that pad that way : 
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One Gate there onely was, and that look’d Eaft 
Onth’ other fide: whichwhenth’ arch-fellori faw 
Due entrance he difdaind, and in contempt. 
At one flight bound high overleap’d all bound 
Of Hill or higheft Wall, and (heer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling Wolfe, 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey, 
Watching where Shepherds pen thir Flocks at eeve 
In hurdl’d Cotes amid the field fecure. 
Leaps o’re the fence with eafe into the Fould : 
Or as a Thief bent to unhoord the cafti 
Of fome rich Burgher, whofe fubftantial dores, 
Crofs-barrd and bolted faft, fear no aflfault. 
In at the window climbes, or o’re the tiles, 
Soclomb this firft grand Thief into Gods Fould: 
So fince into his Church lewd Hirelings climbe. 
Thence up he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle Tree and higheft there that grew, 
Sat like a Cormorant^ yet aot true Life 
Thereby regaind, but fat deviling Death 
To them who liv’d $ nor oh the vertue thought 
Of that life-giving 'Plant, but only us’d 
For profped, what well us’d had bin the pledge 
Of immortalitie. So little knows 
Any, but God alone, to value right 
Thejgood before him, but perverts beft things 
To worftabufe, or to thir meaneft ufe. 
Beneath him with new wonder now he views 
To all delight of human fenfe expos’d 
In narrow room Natures whole wealth, yea more, 
AfHeaven on Earth: for blifsful Paradife 
Of God the Garden was, by him in the Eaft 
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Of Eden planted 5 Eden ftretchd her Line 
From Auran Eadward to the Royal Towrs 
Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian Kings, 
Or where the Sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in Telaffar: in this.pleafant foile 
His farr more pleafant Garden God ordaind j 
Out of the fertil ground he caus’d to grow 
All Trees of nobled kind for fight, fmel], tafte 5 
And all amid them flood the Tree of Life, 
High eminent, blooming Ambrofial Fruit 
Of vegetable Gold 5 and next to Life 
Our Death the Tree of Knowledge grew fall by, 
Knowledge of Good bought dear by knowing ill. ■ 
Southwardthrough Eden went a River large, (hill 
Nor chang’d his courl'e, but through the (baggie 
Pafs’d underneath ingulft, for God had thrown 
That Mountain as his Garden mould high rais’d 
Upon the rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous Earth with kindly third up drawn. 
Role a frefh Fountain, and with inany a rill 
Waterd the Gardep 5, thence united fell 
Down the deep glade, and met the neather Flood, 
Which from his darkfom paffage now appeers. 
And now divided into four main Streams. 
Runs divers, vvandring many a famous Reahne 
And Country whereof here needs no account, 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell, 
How from that Saphire Fount the crifped Brooks, 
Rowling on Orient Pearl and fands of Gold, 
With mazie error under pendant (hades run’; 
Ran Nedar, vifiting each plant, and fed - ; 
Flours worthy of Paradife which not nice Art 

In 
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In Beds and curious Knots, but Nature boon 
Powrd forthprofufe on Hill and Dale and Plaine, 
Both where the morning Sun firft warmly fmote 
The open field, and where the unpierc’t (hade 
Imbround the noontide BowrsrThus was thisplace, 
A happy rural feat of various view 3 (Balme, 
Groves whofe rich Trees wept odorousGummsand 
Others whofe fruit burnifht with Golden EVinde 
Hung amiable, Hejperian Fables true. 
If true, here onely, and of delicious tafte : 
Betwixt them Lawns, or level Downs,' and Flocks 
Grafing the tender herb, were interpos’d, 
Or palmie hilloc, or the flourie lap 
Of fom irriguous Valley fpread her ftore, 
Flours of all hue, and without Thorn the Eiofe: 
Another fide, umbrageous Grots and Caves 
Of code recefs, o’re which the mantling Vine 
Layes forth her purple Grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant 5 mean while murmuring waters fall 
Down the dope hills, difperft, or in a Lake, 
That to the fringed Bank with Myrtle crownd, 
Her chryftall mirror holds,unitethir ftreams. 
The Birds thir quire apply, aires, vernal aires, 
Breathing the fmellof field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while Univerfal Van 
Knit with the Gracesand tjie Honrs in dance 
Led on th* Eternal Spring. Not that faire field 
Of Enrta^ where Proferpin gathring flours 
Her felf a fairer Floure by gloomie Dis 
Wasgatherd, Which coft Ceres all that pairs 
To feek her through the world 3 nor, that fweet 
Of Daphne by. Orontesx and th’infpir’d (prove 
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Caftalian Spring might with this Paradife 
Of Edenttrive? nor that Njfeian lie 
Girt with the River Triton9 where old Chanty 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove0 

Hid Amalthca and her Florid Son 
Young Bacchus from his Stepdame Rheas eye $ 

280 Nor where Abajjin Kings thir iffue Guard, 
Mount Amara, though this by fom fuppos’d 
True Paradife under the Ethiop Line - 
By Nilus head, enclos’d with (hiningRock, 
A whdle dayes journey high5 but wide remote 
From this Ajjyridn Garden, where the Fiend 
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living Creatures new to fight and ftrange: 
Two of far nobler (hape ereft and tail. 
Godlike ereft, with native Honour clad 

290! In naked Majeftie feemd Lords of all. 
And worthie feemd, for in thir looks Divine 
The image of thir glorious Maker (hon, 
Truth, Wifdome, Sanftitude fevete and pure. 
Severe, ~>but in true filial freedom plact $ 
Whence true autoritie in men 5 though both 
Not equal, as thir fex not equal feemd 5 
For contemplation hee and valour formd, 
For foftnefs (hee and fweet attraftive Grace, 
Hee for God only, (hee for God in him: 

300 His fair large Front and Eye fublirhe declar'd 
f Abfolute rule 5 and Hyacinthin Locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung ] 
Cluftring, but not beneath his (houlders broadi 
Sfoee as a vail down to the {lender wafie 
Her unadorned golden treffes Worb. i j, 
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Dis(heveld3 but in wanton ringlets wav’d 
As the Vine curies her tendrils, which impli’d 
Subjeftion , but requir’d with gentle fway3 
And by her yeilded , by him beft recei vd, 
Yeilded with coy fubmiffion, modeft pride3 
And fweet reludtant amorous delay. 
Northofe myfterious parts were thenconceald. 
Then was not guiltie fhame, difhoneft (hame 
Of natures works3 honor dilhonorable * 
Sin-bred3 how have ye troubl’d all mankind 
With (hews inftead3 meer fhews of feeming pure3 
And banifht from mansdifehis happieft life3 
Simplicitie and fpotlefe innocence. 
So pafsd they naked ©n , nor fliund the fight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill: 
So hand in hand they pafsd, the lovlieft pair 
That ever fince in loves imbraces met 3 
Adam the goodlieft man of men fince borne 
Hk Sons3 the faireft of her Daughters Eve.. 
Under a tuft of fhadethat .on a green 
Stood whifpering foft3 by a frefb Fountain fide 
They fat them down 3 and after no more toil 
Of thir fweet Gardning labour then fuffic'd 
To recommend coole Zephjr, and made eafe 
Moreeafie3 wholfom thirft and appetite 
More grateful, to thir-Supper Fruits they fell, 
Neftaririe Fruits which the compliant boughes 
Yeilded them, fide-long as they fat recline 
Onthefoft downieBank damaskt with flours : 
The favourie pulp they chew, and in the rinde 
Still as they thirfled fcoop the brimming ftream 5 
Nor gentle purpofe 3 nor endearing fmiles 

Wanted, 

3 to 

320 

ifjijj 

*11 

! I 

; il 
Ifii 

33C 

"'Pi' 
■ 8 

U 



Rook 

540 

350 

4' 

Varadije loft. 

360 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as bcfeems 
Fair couple, Jinkt in hap'pie nuptial League, 
Alone as they. About them frisking playd 
All Beafrs of th* Earth, lince wilde, and of allchafe 
In Wood or Wildernefs, Forreft or Den 3 
Sporting the Lion rampd, and in his paw 
Dandl’d the Kid 5 Bears, Tygers, Ounces, Pards 
Gambold before them, th* unwieldy ^.Elephant 
To make them mirth us’d all his might, & wreathd 
His Lithe Probolcis 3 clofe the Serpent fly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded 3 others on thegrafs 
Coucht, and now fild with paflure gazing fat, 
Or Bed ward ruminating : for the Sun 
Declin'd was halting now with prone carreer 
To th* Ocean lies, and in th’afcendingScale 
Of Heav’n the Starrs that ufher Evening rofe : 
When Satan ftill in gaze, as firft he flood. 
Scarce thus at length faild fpeech recoverd fad. 

OHell! what doe mine eyes with grief behold. 
Into our room of bills thus high advanc’t 
Creatures of other mould, earth-born perhaps. 
Not Spirits, yet to heav’nly Spirits bright 
Little inferior 3 whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fhines 
In them Divine refetnblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that formd them on thir fhape hath 
Ah gentle pair3yee little think how nigh (pourd. 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vanilhand deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy 3 
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Happie, but for fo happie ill fecur’d \37° 
Long to continue 3 and this higk feat your Heav’n 
Illfenc t for Heavn to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterd' 3 yet no purpos'd foe 
iToyou whom I could pittie thusforlorne 
Though I unpittied .• League with you Ifeek, 
And mutual amitie foftreight, foclofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth 5 my dwelling haply may not pleafe 
Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Accept your Makers work 5 he gave it me. 
Which I as freely give y Hell (hall unfould, 
To entertain you two, her wideft Gates, 
And fend forth all her Kings , there will be room. 
Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous ofspring, if no better place. 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrongd. 
And fhould I at your harmlefs innocence 
Melt, as I doe, yet public reafon juft. 
Honour and Empire with revenge enlarg’d. 
By conquering this new World, compels me now 
To do what elfe though damnd I fhould abhorre. 

So fpake the Fiend, and with neceffitie, 
The Tyrants plea, excus’d his aevilifh deeds. 
Then from his loftie ftand on that high Tree 
|Down he alights among the fpartful Herd 
Of thofefourfooted kindes,himfelf now one, 
Now other, as thir fhape fervd beft his end 
Neererto view fis prey* and vjnefpi’d 
To mark v/hat of thir Crate he.more might learn 14c 
By word or aftion rruikt .* about them round 
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A Lion now, he ftalkes with fierie glare, 
Then as a Tiger, who by chance hath fpi’d 
In fome Purlieu two gentle Fawnes at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground 
Whence rufhing he might fureft feifethem both 
Gript in each paw : when Adam fir(k of men 
To firftof women Eve thus moving fpeech, 
Turnd him all eare to heare new utterance flow. 

Sole partner and foie part of all thefe joyes. 
Dearer thy felf then all 3 needs muft the Power 
That made us, and for us this ample World 
Be infinitly good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite, 
That rais’d us from the duft and plac’t us here 
In all this happinefs, who fit his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can performe 
Aught whereof hee hath need, hee who requires 
From us no other fervice then to keep 
This one, this eafie charge, of all the Trees 
In Paradife that beare delicious fruit 
So various, not to tafte that onely Tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life, 
So neer grows Death to Life, what ere Death is, 
Som dreadful thing no doubt^for well thou knowft 
God hath pronounc’t it death to tafte that Tree, 
The only fign of our obedience left 
Among fo many fignes of power and rule 
Conferrd upon us, and Dominion giv’n 
Over all other Creatures that poflefle 
Earth, Aire, and Sea. Then let us not think hard 
One eafie prohibition^ who enjoy: v 

' * , / '' Free. 



Paradife loft. Book. 4- 

Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 
But let us ever praife him, and extoll 
His bountie, following our delightful task ' 
To prune thefe growing Plants,&tend thefe Flours, 
Which were it toilfom, yet with thee were fweet. 

To whom thus Eve repli’d. O thou for whom 44; 
And from whom I was formd fiefh of thy fleth. 
And without whom am to no end, my Guide 
And Head, what thou haftfaidis juft and right. 
For wee to him indeed all praifes owe. 
And daily thanks, I chiefly who enjoy ' 
So farr the happier Lot, enjoying thee 
Preeminent by fo much odds, while thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find. 
That day loft remember, when fromfleep 
Ifirft awak’t, and found xny felf repos’d- 
Under a fhadeon flours, much wondring where 
And what I was, whence thither brought,and how. 
Not diftant far from thence a murmuring found 
Of waters iffu’d from a Cave and fpread 
Into a liquid Plain, then flood unmov’d 
Pure as th" expanfe of Heav’n 3 I thither went 
With unexperienc’t thought, and laid me downe 
On the green bank, to look into the cleer 
Smooth Lake, that to mefeemdanother Skie. 
As I bent down to look, juft oppofite, 460 
A Shape within the watry gleam appeerd >j 
Bending to look on me, I ftarted back, 
It ftarted back, but pleasd I foon returnd. 
Pleas’d it returnd as foon with anfwering looks ! 
Of fympathie and love, there I had fixt 
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Mine eyes till now, and pin’d with vain defire, 
Had not a voice thus warnd niej What thou feed’. 
What there thou feed fair Creature is thy felf. 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me. 
And I will bring thee where no fhadow ftaies 
Thy coming, and thy foft imbraces, hee 
Whofe image thou art, him thou (hall enjoy 
Infeparablie thine, to him fhalt beare 
Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be call’d 
Mother of human Race: what could I doe, 
But follow ftrait, invifibly thus led ? . - A 
Till I efpi’d thee,fair indeed and tall. 
Under a Platan, yet methought lefs faire, 
Lcfs winning foft, lefsamiablie milde. 
Then that fmooth watry images back I turnd. 
Thou following cryd’ft aloud. Return fair Eve0 
Whom fli’ft thou? whom thou fii’lhof him thou art, 
Hisflefh, his bone 5 to give thee being I lent 
Out of my fide to thee, neereft my heart 
Subftantial Life, to have thee by my fide 
Henceforth an individual folace dear 5 
Part of my Soul I feek thee, and thee claim 
My other half: with that thy gentle hand 
Seifd mine, lyeilded, and from that time fee 
How beauty is excelld by manly grace 
Audwifdom, which alone is truly fair. ' 

Sofpake our general Mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov’d. 
And meek furrender, half imbracing leand 
On our fir ft Father, half her fwell-ing Breaft- 
Naked met his under the flowing Gold 
Of her loofe treftes hid : he in delight 

Both! 
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Both of her Beauty and fubmiffive Charms 
Smil’d withfuperior Love, as Jupiter 
Oil fmiles, when he impregns the Clouds 
That fhed May Flowers, and prefs’d her Matron lip 
With kiffespure : afidethe Devil turnd 
For envie, yet with jealous leer maligne 
Ey’d them askance, and to himfelf thus plaind. 

Sight hateful, fight tormenting! thus thefe two 
Imparadis’t in one anothersarms ' 
The happier Eden, (hall enjoy thir fill 
Of blifs on blifs, while I to Hell am thru ft. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defire. 
Among our other torments not the lea ft, 
Still unfulfiU'd with pain of longing pines 5 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain’d 
From thir own mouths 5 all is not theirs it fee ms.9 
One fatal Tree there ftands of Knowledge call’d. 
Forbidden them to tafte : Knowledge forbidd’n ? 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why ftiould thir Lord 
Envie them that ? can it be fin to know. 
Can it be death ? and do they onely hand 
By Ignorance, is that thir happieftate. 
The proof of thir obedience and thir faith ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Thir ruine ! Hence I will excite thir minds 
With more defire to know, and to rejeft 
Envious commands, invented with defigne 
To keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods , afpiring to be fuch, 
They tafte and die .* what likelier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fearch I mult walk round 
This Carden, and no corner leave unfpfd.y . 
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A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wandring Spirit of Heav’n, by Fountain fide. 
Or in thick (hade retir’d, from him to draw 
What further would be learnt. Live while ye may. 
Yet bappiepair 5 enjoy, till I return. 
Short pleafures, for long woes are to fucceed. 

So faying, his proud ftephe fcornful turn’d. 
But with fly circunnfpe&ion, and began (roam. 
Through wood,throughwafte,o’rehiJ,o’re dale his 
Mean while in utmoft Longitude, where Heav’n 
With Earth and Ocean meets, the fetting Sun 
Slowly defeended, and with right afpedt 
Againft the eaftern Gate of Paradife , > 
Leveld his eevning Rayes: it was a Rock 
Of Alablafter,pil’d up to the Clouds, 
Confpicuous farr, winding with one afeent 
Acceffible from Earth, one entrance high 
The reft wascraggie cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoffible to climbe. 
Betwixt thefe rockie Pillars Gabriel fat 
Chief of th’ Angelic Guards, awaiting night 3 
About him exercis’d Heroic Games 
Th* unarmed Youth ofHeav’n, but nigh at hand 
Celeftial Armourie, Shields, Helmes, and Speares 
Hung high with Diamond flaming,and with Gold. 
Thither came Vriel, gliding through the Eeven 
OnaSunbeam, fwiftas a (hooting Starr < 
In Autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir’d 
Imprefs the Air, and fhews the Mariner 
From what point of his Compafs to beware/ 
Impetuous winds: he thus began in hafte. 

Gabriel, to thee thy courf by Lot hath giv n 
Charge 
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Charge and ftrift watch that to this happie place 
No evil thing approach or entering 
This day at highth of Noon came to my Spheare 
A Spirit^ zealous, as he feem’d, to know 
Moreof th’ Almighties works, and chiefly Man 
Gods lateft Image ; I defcrib’d his way 
Bent all on fpeed, and markt his Aerie Gate 5 
But in the Mount that lies from Eden North, 
Where he firft lighted, foondifcernd his looks 
Alien fromHeav’n,with paffions foulobfcur’d : 
Mine eye purfu’d himftill, but under fliade 
Loft fight of him 5 one of the banifht crew 
I fear, hath ventur’d from the deep, to raife 
New troubles^ him thy care muft be to find. 

To whom the winged Warriour thus returnd : 
Vriel, no wonder if thy perfet fight. 
Amid the Suns bright circle where thou fitft, 
See farr and wide : in at this Gate none pafs 

I The vigilance hereplac’t, but fuch as come 
Well known from Heav’n} and fince Meridian hour 
No Creature thence : if Spirit of other fort, 

jSo minded, have oreleapt thefe earthie bounds 
| On purpofe, hard thou knowft it to exclude 
I Spiritual fubftance with corporeal barr* 
j But if within the circuit of thefe walks 
In whatfoever ftiape he lurk, of whom 
Thou telft, by morrow dawning Khali know* 

So promis’d hee, and Vriel to his charge 
Returnd on that bright beam,whofe point now raise! 
Bore him flope downward to the Sun now fall’n 
Beneath th* Azores } whither the prime Orb, 
Tncredible how fwift, had thither rowl’d 
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Diurnal., or this lefs volubrl Earth 
By ihorter flight to th* Eaft3 had left him there 
Arraying with reflefted Purple and Gold 
The Clouds that on his Weftern Throne attend ; 
Now came (till Eevning on, and Twilight gray 
Had in her fober Liverie all things clad 5 

6co Silence accompanied., for Bead and Bird3 
They to thir graffie Couch3 thefe to thir Nefts 
Were flunk3 all but the wakeful Nightingale 3 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung$ 
Silence was pleas’d : now glow’d the Firmament 
With living Saphirs : Hcfperu* that led 
The ftarrie Hoft3rode brighteft, till the Moon 
RJfingin clouded Majeftie3 at length 
Apparent Queen unvaild her peerlefs light,r * 
And c’re the dark her Silver Mantle threw. 

610 When Jdam thus to Eve : Fair Confort3th3 hour 
Of night3 and all things now retir’d to reft 
Mind us of like repofe3 fince God hath fet 
Labour and reft3as day and night to men 
Succefiive, and the timely dew of deep 
Now falling With foft flumbrous weight inclines 
Our eye-lids, other Creatures all day long 
Rove idle unimploid3 and lefs need reft $ 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his Dignitie, 

62 c And the regard of Heav’n on all his waies 3 
While other Animals unaftive range. 
And of thir doings God takes no account. 
To morrow ere frelh Morning ftreak the Eaft 
With firft approach of light, we inuft be riski, 
And at our pleafant labour3 to reform 

4 



—■- ■ — Ll I, -- 

Book. 4. 

¥*on flourie Arbors, yonder Allies green, 1 
Our walks at noon, with branches overgrown. 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands then ours to lop thir wanton growth : 
Thofe Bloffoms alfo, and thofe dropping Guinms, 63 
That lie beftrowneunfightly and unfmooth, 
A(k riddance, if we mean to tread with eafe 3 
Mean while,as Nature wills. Night bids 1$ reft. 

To whom thus Eve withperfet beauty adornd. 
My Author and Difpofer, what thou bidft 
Unargu'd I obey 3 fo God ordains, 
God is thy Law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is womans happieft knowledge and her praife. 
With thee converting I forget all time. 
All feafons and thir change, all pleafe alike. 64° 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her riling fweet, 
With charm of earlieft Birds 5 pleafant the Sun 
When firft on this delightful Land he fpreads 
His orient Beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flour, 
Gliftring with dew $ fragrant the fertil earth 
After foft (howers 3 and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful Eevning milde,then filent Night 
With this her folemn Bird and this fair Moon, 
And thefe the Gemms of Heav n, her ftarrie train: 
But neither breath of Morn when fhe afcends |-6$o 
With charm of earlieft Birds, nor riling Sun 
On this delightful land, nor herb, fruit, floure, 
Gliftring with dew, nor fragrance after (howers. 
Nor grateful Evening mild, nor filent Night 
With this her folemn Bird, nor walk by Moon, 
Or glittering Starr-light without thee is fweet. 
But wherfore all night long fhine thefe, for whom j 
MU ' ' O This' 
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This glorious fight, when fleep hath fhut aE eyes/? 
To whom our general Anceftor repli’d. 

Daughter of God and Man, accomplifht Eve, 
Thofe have thir courfe to finifh, round the Earth, 
By morrow Eevning, and from Land to Land 
fn order, though to Nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light prepar’d, they fet and rife y 
Leaf!: total darknefs fhould by Night regaine 
Her old poflfeffion, and extinguifh life 
In Nature and all things, which thefe foft fires> 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heate 
Of various influence foment and warme, r ,--0 
Temper or nourifh, or in part fhed down 
Thir ftellar vertue on all kinds that grow 
On Earth, made hereby apter to receive r : 
Perfection from the Suns more potent Ray. ’ 
Thefe then, though unbeheld in-deep of night, 
Shine not in vain,nor think,though men were none, 
That heav'n would want fpedators^God want praife; 
Millions of fpiritual Creatures walk the Earth i 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep 
All thefe.with ceaflefs; praife his works behold 
Both day and night: how often from the fleep ^ 
Of echoing Hill or Thicket have we heard. 
Celeflial voices to the midnight air. 
Sole, or refponfive each to others note* 
Singing thir.great Creator .* oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With Heavnly touch of inftrumental founds 
Infuli harmonic number joind,, thir fongs 
Divide the Highland lift our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pafs’d 
O On 
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On to thir blifsful Bovver 5 itwas.a place 
Chos’n by the fovran Planter, when he fram’d 
All things to mans delightful ufe , the roofe 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven (hade 
Laurel and Mirtle, and what higher grew , 
Of firm and fragrant leaf 5 on either fide 
Acanthus, and each odorous bufhie fhrub 
Fenc’d up the verdant wall $ each beauteous flour. 
Irk all hues, Rofes, and Geflamin (wrought 
Rear’d .high thir flouriflit heads between, and 
Mofaic^ underfoot the Violet, ,( 
Crocus, and Hyacinth with rich inlay (ftone 
Broiderd the ground, more colour’d then with 
Of coftlieft Emblem : other Creature here 
Beaft, Bird, Infetfl, or Worm durft enter none 5 
Such was thir awe r of man. In (hadier Bower 
Morefacred and fequefterd, though but feignd, 
Panov Silvanus never flept, nor Nymph, 
ftor Fannus haunted. Here in clofe recefs 
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With Flowers,Garlands, and fweet-fmelling Herbs 
Efpoufed Eve deckt firft her Nuptial Bed, 
And heav’nly Quires the Hymenaean fung, 
What day the genial Angel to our Sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more adorn'd. 
More lovely then Pandora, whom the Gods 
£ndow<d with all thir gifts, and Q too like 
In fad event, when to the unwifer Son 
Of Japbet brought by Hermes, fheenfnar’d 
Mankind with her fajre looks, to be aveng’d 
On him who had dole Joves authentic fire. j 
| Thus at thir lhadie Lodge afriv’d, both flood. 
Both turnd, and under op’n Skie adoi’d 
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The God that rriade both Skie, Air:Earth & Heav’n 
Which they beheld,the Moons refplendent Globe 
And ftarrie Pole : Thou alfo mad’ft the Nighty 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, 
Which we in our appointed work imployd 
Havefinifbt happie in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the Crown of all our blifs 
Ordain’d by thee, and this delicious place . 
For us too large, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou haft promis’d from us two a Race 
To fill the Earth, who (hall with us extoll 
Thy goodnefs infinite, both when we Wake, 
And when we feek, as now, thy gift of deep. 

This faid unanimous, and other Rites 
Obferving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beft, into thir inmoft bower 
Handed they went 5 and eas’d the putting off 
Thefe troublefom difguifes which wee wear. 
Strait fide by fide were laid, nor ttrrnd I weene 
Adam from his fair Spoufe, nor Eve the Rites 
Myfterious of connubial Love refus’d : 
Whatever Hypocrites aufterely talk 
Of puritie and place and innocence. 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to fom, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increafe, who bids abftairi 
Sut our Deftroyer,foe to God and Man ? 
Haile wedded Love, myfterious Law, true fourfe 
Of human ofspring, foie proprietie, 
Fn Paradife of all things common elfe. 
By thee adulterous luft was driven from men 
* iS' ' Among 
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Among the beftial herds to raurige, by thee j i 
Founded in Reafon, Loyal, Juft, and Pure, 

! Relations dear, and all the Charities ' ♦ . 
Of Father, Son, and Brother firft were known. 
Farr be it, that I fhould write thee fin or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft place, - * 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeftic fweets, 
Whofe Bed is undefil’d and chart pronounce, 
Prefent, or part, as Saints and Patriarchs us’d. 
Here Love his golden fhafts imploies, here lights 
His conftant Lamp , and waves his purple wings, 
Reigns here and revels , net in the bought fmile 
Of Harlots, loveleft , joylefs, unindeard, 
Cafual fruition, nor in Court Amours 
Mixt Dance, or wanton Mask, or Midnight Bal, 
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Or Serenate, which the ftarv’d Lover fings 
To his proud fair, beft quitted with difdain* 
Thefelulld by Nightingales imbraceing flept, 
And on thir naked limbs the flourie roof 
Showrd Rofes,which the Morn repair’d. Sleep on, 
Bleft pair $ and O yet happieftif yefeek 
No happier ftate, and know to know no more. 

Now had night meafur* d with her fhaddowieCone 
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Half way up Hill this vaft Sublunar Vault, 
And from thir Ivorie Port the Cherubim 
Forth iffuing at th’accuftomd hour flood arrnd 
To thir night watches in warlike Parade, 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus fpake. 

VzzieL, half thefe draw off, and coaft the South 
With ftri&eft watch, thefe other wheel the North, 
Our circuit meets full Weft. As flame they part 
Half wheeling to the Shield, half to the S^ear. 
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; From thefe, two ftrong and Tuttle Spirits he calld 
That neer him flood, and gave them thus in charge. 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wingd fpeed 
Search through this Garden,leav unfearcht nonook, 
But chiefly where thofetwo fair Creatures Lodge, 
Now laid perhaps afleep fecure of harme. 
This Eevning from the Sun’s decline arriv’d 
Who tells offom infernal Spirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought?) e- 
The bans of Hell,on errand bad no doubt: (fcap’d 
Such where yefind, feifefaft, and hither brings 

So faying, on he led his radiant Files, 
Daz’ling the Moon $ thefe to the Bower direft 
In fearch of whom they fought; him there they 
Squat like a Toad,clofe atthe eare of Evey (found 
Allaying by his Devilifh.art to reach 
The Organs of her Fancie , and with them forge 
Millions as he lift, Phantafms and Dreams, 
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th* animal Spirits that from pure blood arife 
Like gentle .breaths from Rivers pure,thenceraife 
At leaft diftemperd, difconfented thoughts, 
Vaih hopes, vainaimes, inordinate defires 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent ithuriel wlthihis Spear 
Touch,d: lightly;* for no falfliood can endure 
Touch of Gel^ftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs^up heftarts 
£)iicoverd and furpriz’d. As when a fpark 
Lights on a.heap of nitron’s Powder, laidh thiW' 
Fi&fer. the T^ulfom Magtfdh ?to.' ftore: : ji 
Agaiiift a rurnord Warr, the Smuttiegraine 
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1 With fudden blaze diffus’d, inflames the Aire : 
Softarted up in his own (hape the Fiend. 
Back ftept thofetwo fair Angels half amaz’d 
So fudden to behold the grieflie iCing 5 
Yet thus, iTnmovd with fear, accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rehell Spirits adjudg’d to Hell 
Coin’d thou, efcap’d tby prifon, and transform’d. 
Why fatft thou like an enemie in waite 
Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep? 

Know ye not then faid Snt<my filld with fcorn, 
Know ye not me } ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where ye durft not foare } 
Not to know mee argues your felves unknown, 
Theloweft of your throng} or if ye know,v 
Why ask ye, and fuperfluous begin 
Your meffage, like to fend as, much in vain ?-*r 
To whom thus Zephon, anfwering fcorn with fcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spirit, thyihape the fame, 
Or undiminiflit brightnefs, to be known 
As when thou ftoodft in Heav’n upright and pure} 
That Glorie then, when thou no more waft good, 
Departed from thee, and thou refembl’ft now 
Thy fin and place of doom obfcure and foule. 
But come, for thou,befure, (halt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place, inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake theCherube, and his grave rebuke 
Severe in youthful beautie , added grace 
Invincible : aba (lit the Devil ftood, 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Vertue in her fhape how iovly,faw3 and pin’d 
Hislofs} but chiefly to find here obfervd 

. V His 
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Hisluftre vifibly impar'd 5 yet feemd 
Undaunted. Iflmuft contend, faidhe, 
ikft with the beft, theSender notthe fent. 
Or all at once 5 more glorie will be wonn, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zefhon bold, 
Will fave us trial what the leaft can doe 
Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend repli'd not, overcome with rage 3 
But like a proud Steed reind, went hautie on, 
Chaumping his iron curb: to ftrive or flie 
He held it vain 5 awe from above had quelld • 
His heart,not elfe difniai’d. Now drew they nigh 
The weftern point, where thofe half-rounding 
Juft met,8^clofingftood in fquadron joind (guards - 
Awaiting next commands To whom thir Chief 
Gabriel from the Front thus calld aloud. 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way, and now by glimpsdifcerne 
Ithuriel and Zefhon through the (hade. 
And with them comes a t hird of Regal port, 
But faded fplendor wan $ who by his gate 
And fierce demeanour feems the Prince of Hell, 

I Not likely to part hence without conteft 3 
Stand firm5 for in his look defiance lours. 

He fcaroe had ended,when thofe two approachd 
And brief related whom they brought,wher found, 
How bufied, in what form and pofturecoucht. 

To whom with ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why haft thou, Satan, brokelhe bounds prefcrib’d 
To thy tranfgreffions, anddifturbd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrefs 
By thy example, but have power and right 

To! i 
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roqueftion thy bold entrance on this place 3 
mploi’d it feems to violate fleep, and thofe 
vVhpfe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs $ 
To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 

jabriel) thou had ft in Heav’n th’ efteemof wife, 
\nd fuch I held thee 5 but this queftion askt 
3uts me in doubt. Lives ther who loves his pain ? 
yVho would not5finding way,break loofe from Hell, 
rhough thither doomd? Thou wouldft thy felf,no 
\nd boldly venture to whatever place (doubt, 
7artheftfrom pain, where thou mightft hope to 
rorment with eafe, Sc fooneft recompence (change 
Dole with delight, which in this place I fought 3 
ro thee no reafon 5 who knowftonly good, 
3ut evil haft not tri'd : and wilt objeft 
His will who bound us ? let him furer barr 
His Iron Gates, if he intends ourftay 
In that dark durance: thus much what was askt. 
rhe reft is true, they found me where they fay 5 
But that implies not violence or harme. 

Thus heein fcorn. The warlike Angel mov'd, 
Difdainfully half fmiling thus repli’d. 
O lefs of one in Heav’n to judge of wife, 
Since Satan fell, whomfollie overthrew, 
And now returns him from his prifon fcapft. 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not. who ask what boldnefs brought him hither 
Unlicenc’t from his bounds in Hell prefcrib’d 3 
So wife he judges it to fly from pain 
How ever , and tofcape his punifhment. 
So judge thou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wrauth, 
Which thou incurr’ft by flying, meet thy flight 
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Seavenfold, and fcourge that vvifdom back to Bel! 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provoke. 
But wherefore thou alone P wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs'to be fled, or thou then they 
Lefs hardie to endure ? courageous Chief, 
The firft in flight from pain , had’ft thou alleg’d 
To thy deferted hoffc this caufe of flighty ; 
Thou furely hadft not come foie fugitive. • c 

To which the Fiend thus anfwerd froWfrfrig ftern. 
Not t hat I lefs endure, or (hrink from pain, 
infulting Angel, well thou knowft lflood 
Thy fierceft , when in Battel to thy aide : 
The blading volied Thunder made all fpeed 
And feconded thy elfe not dreaded Spear. 
But frill thy words at random, as before. 
Argue thy inexperience what behooves 
From hardaflaies and ill fucceflies part : 
A faithful Leader, not to hazard all 
Through wayesof danger by himfelf untri’d. 
t therefore, I alone firlT undertook 
To wing the defolate Abyfs, and fpie 
This new created World, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, herein hope to find 
Better abode, and my alRided Powers 
To fettle here on Earth, or in mid Aire 3 
Though for poffellion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay Legions dare againfty 
Whofe ealier bufinefs were to ferve thir Lord 
High upinHeavJn,with fongsto hymne hisThrone, 
And practis’d diflances to cringe, not fight. 

* To 
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To whom the warriour Angel foon repli’d. 
To (ay and (trait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to flic pain , profeffing next the Spie, 
Argues no Leader, but a lyar trac’t, 
Satan^ and couldft thou faithful add? Oname, 
O facred name of ftithfulnefs profan’d ! 
Faithful to whdm ? tci thy: rebellious crew ? 
Armie of Fiends, fit body to fit heid 3 
Was this your difcipline land faith ingng’d, 
Your military obedieneie, to diflolve . 
Allegeance to th’ acknowledg’d Power fupream ? 
And thbu fly hypocrite, who now VyQuidftTeem 
Patron of liberty, who more then thou 
Once fawn’d, and cring’d, and fervilly ador’d 
Heav!ns awful Monarch ? wherefore but in hope 
To difpoffefs hhn$ and thy felf to reigne ? 
But mark, what I arreede thee now, avant.$ 
Flie thither whence thou fledd ; iffrom this houre 
Within thefe hallowd limits thou appeer, 
Back to th’ infernal pit I drag thee chaind, 

j And Seale thee fey ns henceforth not to fcorne 
‘ The facil gates of hell too (lightly barrd. 

So threatn’d hee, but Satan to no threats 
i Gave heed, blit Waxing more in rage repH’d. 

Then when I am thy captive talk of chaines, 
j Proud limkarie ^herube, but ere then 
j Farr heavier load thy felfexpeft to feel 

From fhy prevailing arme, though Heavens King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy Compeers, 
Us’d to the yoak, draw'ft hfe'friumphant wheels 
In^ffogrefs through therocTe'of Heav’n Star-pav’d. 

Wliile thus he (pake^th* Angelic Squadron bright 
P 2 Turn’d 
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Turnd fierie red^fharpning in mooned homes 
Thir Phalanx, and began to hemm him round 
With ported Spears* as thick as when a field 
Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded Grove of earwhich way the wind 
Swayes them} the careful Plowman doubting ftands 
Leaft on the threfhing floore his hopeful theav.es 
Prove chaff. On th* other fide Satin allarm’d 
Colleding all his might dilated flood, : 
Like Tenerijfot Atlas unremov’d; 
His ftaturereacht theSkie, and on his Creft 
Sat horror Plum’d 3 nor wanted in hisgrafpe 
What feemd both Spear and Shield: now dreadful 
Might have enfud, .nor onely Paradife (deeds 
In this commotion, but the Starrie Cope 
Of Heav’n perhaps, or all the Elements 
At leaft had gon to rack, difturbd and torne 
With violence of this conflid, had not foon 
Th* Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 
Hung forth in Heav’n his golden Scales, yet feen 
Betwixt Ajlrea and the Scorpion figne, 
Wherein all things created firft he weighd. 
The pendulous round Earth with ballanc’t Aire 
In counterpoife, now ponders all events. 
Battels and Realms: in thefe he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting and of fight 3 
The latter quick up flew, and kickt the beam 3 
Which Gabrielipying, thus befpake the Fiend. 

Satan>\ know thy ftrength,and thou knowft mine, 
Neither our owp but giy’n 3 what folliethen 
To boaft what Arms.can doe, fince thine no more 
Then Heav’n permits,nor mine,though doubld now 
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To trample thee as mire : for proof look up. 
And read thy Lot in yon celeflial Sign (weak. 
Where thou art weigh’d, & (hown how light^how 
If thou refill. The Fiend lookt up and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft: nor more , but fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled thejhades of night. 

Tbe End of the Fourth Booh^ j 

i 

■1 ■■—- 

•* i . ■> y ft 

PARA- 
« c 



I* |M 

ti 

PARADISE 
LOST. 

BOOK V. 

10 

jpw Morn her rofie fteps in th’ Eaftern 
_:: Giime 

Advancing, fow cl the Earth with 
Orient Pearle, 

When Adam wak’t, fo coftomd, for 
his deep 

Was Aerie light, from pure digeftion bred. 
And temperat vaporsbland, which th* only found 
Of leaves and fuming rills, fan, — 
Lightly difpers’d, and the (hrill Matin Song 
Of Birds on every bough, to much the more 
His wonder was to find unwak’nd Eve 
WithTreffes difcompos’d, and glowing Cheek, 
As through unquiet reft : he on his lide 
Leaning half-rais’d, with looks of cordial Love 
Flung over her enamour'd, and beheld ✓ 
Beautie, which whether waking or afleep, 

Shof 
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Shot forth peculiar Graces 5 then with voice 
Milde, as when Zephyr#.r on Flora breathes. 
Her hand foft touching, whifperd thus. Awake 
My fa ire ft, my efpous’d, my lateft found, 
Heav’nslaft beft gift, my ever new delight. 
Awake, the morning (limes, and the fre(h field 
Calls us, we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended Plants,how blows the Citron Grove, 
What drops the Myrrhe,& what the baltnie Reed, 
How Nature paints her colours, how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom extrafting liquid fvveet. 

Such whifpering wak'd her, but with 0 art I’d eye 
On Adam, whom imbracing, thus (he fpake. 

O Sole in whom my thoughts find all repofe, 
My Glorie, rny Perfection, glad I fee 
Thy face, and Morn return’d, for I this Night, 
Such night till this I never pafs’d, have dreanfd, 
If dream’d, not as I oft am wont, of thee, 

| Works of day pafs’t, or morrows next defigne, 
iButofoffence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfom nighty methought 
Clofe at mine ear one call’d me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine 5 it faid, 
Why fleepftthou Eve now is the pleafant time. 
The cool,the filent, fave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling Bird,thatnow awake 
Tunes fweeteft his love-1 a bor’d fong 5 nowreignes 
Full Orb’d the Moon, and with more pleafing light 
Shadowie fetsoffthe face of things 5 in vain, 

I If none regard f Heav’n wakes with all his eyes, 
| Whom to behold but thee, Natures defire, 
jlnwhofe fight all things joy, with ravifhment 

At traded 
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Attrafted by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not } 
To find thee I directed then my walks 

5° And on, methought, alone I pafs’d through ways 
That brought me on a fudden to the Tree 
Of interdi&ed Knowledge: fair it feem’d, 
Much fairer to my Fanciethen by day : 
And as! wondring lookt, befide it flood 
One (hap d 8c. wing'd like one of thofe from Heav’n 
By us oft fcen } his dewie locks diftilfd 
Ambrofia 3, on that Tree he alfo gaz’d} 
And O fair Plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg d, 

- j Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet, 
601 Nor God, nor Man 5 is Knowledge fo defpis’d ? 

Or envie, or what referve forbids to tafte ? 
Forbid who will, none (hallfrom me withhold 
Longer thy offerd good, why elfe fet here ? 
This faid he paus’d not, but with ventrous Arme 
He pluckt, he tafled} mee damp horror chil’d 
At fuch bold words voucht with a deed fo bold : 
But he thus overjoy’d, O Fruit Divine, 
Sweet of thy felf,but much more fweet thus cropt, 

IjForbidd’n here, it feems, asonelyfit 
70 j For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 

! And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 
Communicated, more abundant growes, 

| The Author not impair’d, but honourd more ? 
1.Here, happie Creature, fair Angelic Eve, 
j Partake thou alfo} happie though thou art, 
[Happier thou mayft be, worthier canft not be: 
j Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 
[Thy fel.f a Goddefl, not to Earth confind, 
/ But 
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But fomtimes in the Air, as wee, fomtimes 
Afcend to Heav n, by merit thine, and fee 
What life the Gods live there, and fuch live thou. 
So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held. 
Even to my mouth of that fame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckt } the pleafant favourie fmell 
So quick’nd appetite, that I, methought, 
Could not but tafte. Forthwith up to the Clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The Earth outflreteht immenfe, aprofpeft wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
To this high exaltation 5 fuddenly 
My Guiaewasgon,andI, methought, funk down, 
And fell afleep} but O how glad I wak’d ' 
To find this but a dream! Thus Eve her Night 
Related, and thus Adatn anfwerd fad. 

Belt Image of my felf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in deep 
AfFefts me equally^ nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil fprung I fear 3 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know that in the Soule 
Are many lefler Faculties that ferve 
Reafon as chief} among thefe Fanfie next 
Her office holds} of all external things, '1 
Which thefive watchful Senfes represent, | 
She forms Imaginations, Aerie (hopes. 
Which Reafon joyning or disjoyning, frames j 
All what we affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion } then retires h 
Into her private Cell when Nature refts. 
Oft in her ah fence mimic Fanfie wakes 
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To imitate her 5 but misjoyning fhapes, 
Wilde work produces oft, and moft in dreams. 
Ill matching words and deeds long part or late. 
Som fuch refemblances methinks I find 
Of our laft Eevnings talk, in this thy dream. 
But with addition ftrange 5 yet be not fad. 
Evil into the mind of God or Man 
May come and go, fo unapprov’d, and leave 
No fpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 

120 That what in fleep thou didft abhorr to dreamy 
Waking thou never wiltconfent to do.* 
Be not difheart’nd then, nor cloud thofe looks 
That wont to be more chearful and ferene 
Then when fair Morning firft fmiles on the World, 
And let us to our frefh imploymentsrife 
Among the Groves,the Fountains, and the Flours 
That open now thirchoiceft bofom'd fmells 
flefervd from night,and kept for thee in ftore. 

So cheard he his fair Spoufe, and (he was cheard, 
1 go But filently a gentle tear let fall 

From either eye, and wip’d them with her haire 5 
Two other precious drops that ready flood, 
Each in thir chryftal (luce, he ere they fell 
Kifs’d as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe 
And pious awe, that feard to have offended. 

So all was cleard, and to the Field they hafte. 
But firft from under fhadie arborous roof. 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of d^y-fpring, and the Sun, who fcarce up rifen 

14c With wheels yethov’ringo’re the Ocean brim. 
Shot paralel to the earth his dewieray, 
Difcovering in wide Lantskip all the Eaft 

Of 
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Of Paradife and Edens happie Plains, 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
FhirOrifons, each Morning duly paid 
In various dyle, for neither various flyle 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 
Fhir Maker, in fit drains pronounc’t or fung 
Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 
Flowd fromthir lips, in Profe or numerous Verfe, 
More tuneable then needed Lute or Harp 
To add more fweetnefs, and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious works Parent of goo d, 
Almightie, thine this univerfal Frame, 
Thus wondrous fair 5 thy felf how wondrous then ! 
Unfpeakable, who litft above thefe Heavens,' 
To us invifible or dimly feen 
In thefe thy lowed works, yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought,ana Power Divine; 
Speak ye who bed can tell,ye Sons of light, 
Angels, for ye behold him,and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies. Day without Night, 
Circle his Throne rejoycing, yee in Heavn, 
On Earth joynall yee Creatures to extoll 
Him fird, him lad, himmidd, and without end. 
Faired of Starrs, lad in the train ofNight, 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledgeofday, that crownd thefmilingMorn 
With thy bright Circlet, praife him inthy Spheare 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of Prime. 
Thou Sun,of this great World both Eye and Soule, 
Acknowledge him thy Greater, found his praife 
In thy eter»a! courfe, both when thou climb'd, 
And when highNoon had gaind,&when thou falld. 

2 v Moon 

150 

i£o 

170 



Book Paradife loft. 

jMoon, that now meetft the orient Sun, now fli’ft 
With thefixt Starrs, fixt in thirOrb that flies. 
And yee live other wandring Fires that move 
In inyftic Dance not without Song, refound 
His praife, who out of Darknefs call’d up Light. 

180 Aire, and ye Elements the elded birth 
Of Natures Womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual Circle, multiform > and mix 
And nourith all things, let your ceaflefs change 
Varje to our great Maker ftill new praife,. 
Ye Mifls and Exhalations that now rife 
From Hill or (learning Lake, duflkie or grey, 
Till the Sun paint your fleecie skirts with-Gold* 
In honour to the Worlds great Author rife, 
Whether to deck with Clouds the uncolourd (kie, 

190 Or wet the thirflie Earth with falling (howers, 
Rifingor falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praife ye Winds,thatfrom four Quarters blow. 
Breath foft or loudy and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every Plant, in fign of Worftiip wave.. 
Fountains and yee, that warble,as ye flow. 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Joyn voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds, 
That finging up to Heaven Gate afcend. 
Bear on your wings ancf in your notes his praife > 

200 Yee that in Waters glide, and yee that walk 
The Earth, and (lately tread, pr lowly creep 5 
Witnefs if I be filent, Morn or Eeven, 
To Hill, or Valley, Fountain, or frefh (hade 
Made vocal by my Song, and taught his praife. 
Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 
To give us onelygood 5 and if the night 

Have 
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Have gathered aught of evil or conceald, 
Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. ; 

So pray’d they innocent, and to thirthoughts 
Finn peace recoverd foon and wonted calm. 
On to thir mornings rural work they hade 
Among fweet dewes and flours} where any row 
Of Fruit trees overwocdie reachd too farr 
Thir pamperd boughes,and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs imbraces: or they led the Vine 
To wed her Elm} file fpous’d about him twines 
Her manageable arms , and with her brings 
Her dowr th’ adopted Clufters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thusimploid beheld 
Withpittie Heav’ns high King, and to him call’d 
Raphael, the fociable Spirit, that deign’d 
To travel with Tobias^ and fee ~*d 
His marriage with the feaventimes-wedded Maid. 

Raphael, faid hee,thou hear’ft what flir on, Earth 
Satan from Hell fcap’t through the darkfomGulf 
i-fath raifd inParadife, and how diffurbd 
This night the human pair, how he deflgnes 
nthem atoncetoruin all mankind. 

Go therefore, half tins day as friend with friend 
Converfe with ^dam^ in what Bowreor (hade 
Thou find’ll: him from the heat of Noon retir’d, 
To refpit his day-labour with repaft, 
Or with repofe} and fuch difeourfe bring on, 
Asmayadvife him of his happi$ (late, \ 
Happinefs in his power left free to'will, 
Left to his own free Will, his Will though free. 
Yet mutable } whence warne him to beware 
He fwerve not too fecure *\ tell him withall 
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[ His danger* and from whom 3 what enemie 
Late falln himfelf from Heaven, is plotting now 
The fall of others from like fhte of blifs} 
By violence, no, for that fhall be withfiood, 

| But by deceit and lies •> this let him know, 
I Leaft wilfully tranfgr effing he pretend 
jSurprifal, uhadmonifht, unforewarnd. 

So fpaketh' Eternal Father, andfulfilld 
Alljuftice : nordelaidthe winged Saint 
After his charge receivd ^ but from among 
Thoufand Celeftial Ardors, where he flood 
Vaild with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 
Flew through the midfl: of Heav’n^th’angelicQuires 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th* Empyreal road $ till at the Gate 
Of Heav'n arriv’d', the gatefelf opeftd wide 
On golden Hinges turning, as by work 
Divine thefov'ran Architect had fram'd. 

From hence, no cloud or, to obftruft his fight, 
Starr interpos'd, however fmall he fees, 
Not unconform to other fhining Globes, 
Earth and theGard’n of God, with Cedars crownd 
Above all Hills. As when by night the Glafs 
Of Galileo^ lefs allur'd , obferves 
Imagind Lands and Regions in the Moon : 
Or Pilot from amidft the Cyclades 
Delos or Santos fir ft appeering kenns 
A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the vaft Ethereal Skie 
S dies between worlds & worlds, with fteddie wing 
Now on the polar windes, then with cjuick Fann 
Winnows the buxom Air s till within foare 

Of 
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Of Towring Eagles, to all the Fowles he Teems 
A rhtczix, gaz’d by all, as that foie Bird 
When toenfhrine his reliquesin the Sun’s 
Bright Temple, to JEg)ptian Theb’s he flies. 
At once onths Eaflern cliff of Paradife 
He lights^ and to his proper fhape returns 
A Seraph wingd 5 fix wings he wore, to fhade 
His lineaments Divine $ the pair that clad . 
Each fhpulder broad, came mantling o’re his bred 
With regal Ornament 3 the middle pair 
Girt like a Starrie Zone his wade, and round 
Skirted his loinesand thighes with downie Gold 
And colours dipt in Heav’n 5 the third his feet 
Shaddowd from either heele withfeatherdmaile 
Skie-tinffur’d grain. Like Maids fon he flood, 
And (hook his Plumes, that Heav’nly fragrance filld 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch 5 and to his date. 
And to his meffage high in honour rife 5 
"or on Torn meffagehigh they guefsd him bound. 
Thir glittering Tents he pafsd , and now is come 
Into the blifsful field, through Groves of Myrrhe, 
And flouring Odours, Caffia, Nard, and Balme 5 
A Wildernefsof fweets} for Nature here 
Wantond as in her prime, and plaid at will 
Her Virgin Fancies, pouring forth more Ayeet, 
Wilde above rule or art 5 enormous blifs. 
Him through thefpicie Forred onward com 
Adam difcernd, as in the dore he fat 
Of his cooleBowre, while now the mounted Sun 
Shot down diredt his fervid Raies,.to wapne < 
Earths inmoffwomb,more warmth then^^;;need^ 
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And Eve within , due at her hour prepar’d 
For dinner favourie fruits, of tafte to pleafe 
True appetite, and not difrelifh thirft 
Ofneftarous draughtsbetwcen,from milkie ftream, 
Berrie or Grape : to whom thus Adam call’d. 

Hafte hither Eve> and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe Trees, what glorious fhape 
Comes this way moving 5 feems another Morn 
Ris’n on mid-noon 3 fom great beheft from Heav’n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will voutfafe 
This day tobeourGueft. But goe with fpeed, 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth and poure 
Abundance, fit tohonourand receive 
Our Heav’nly ftranger 3 well we may afford - 
Our givers thir own gifts, and large beftow 
From large beftowd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by disburd’ning grows 
More fruitful, which inftru&s us not to fpare. 

To whom thus Eve. Adam^zxths hallowd mould, 
Of God infpir’d, fmall ftore will ferve,where (lore, 
Allfeafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the (talk 3 
Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 
Tonourilli, andfuperfluous moiftconfumes : 
But I will hafte and from each bough and break, 
Each Plant & jucieft Gourd will pluck fuch choice 
To entertain our Angel gueft, as hee 
Beholding fhall confefs that here on Earth 
God hath difpenft his bounties as in He, v’n. 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to chufe for delicacie beft, 
What order, fo contriv’d as not to mix 

Taftes, 
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Taftes 5 not well joynd, inelegant, but bring 
Tafte after tafte upheld with kindlieft change 3 
Beftirs her then, and from each tender (talk 
Whatever Earth alMaearing Mother yeilds 
In India Eaft or Weft5 or middle fhoare 
In Ponius or the Punic Coaft, or where 
Alcinous reign’d, fruit of all kindes, in coate. 
Rough, or fmooth rin’d, or bearded hulk, or (hell 
She gathers. Tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand 5 for drink the Grape 
She crufhes,inoffenfive mouft, and meathes 
From many a berrie,and from fweet kernels preft 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit .veffels pure, then ftrews the ground 
With Rofe and Odours from the fhrub unfum’d. 
Mean while our Primitive great Sire, to meet 
His god-like Gueft,walks forth,without more train 
Accompani’d then with hisowncompleat 
Perfections, in himfelf was all his (late. 
More folemn then the tedious pomp that waits 
On Princes, when thir rich Retinue long 
Of Horfes led, and Grooms befmeard with Gold 
DazJes the croud, and fets them all agape. 
Keefer his prefence Adam though not awd. 
Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek, 
Asto a.fuperior Nature, bowing low, :/if 

Thusfaid. Native of Reav’n, for other place 
None can thenHeav’nfiuch glorious fhape contain} 
Since by defcending from the Thrones above, 
Thofe happie;places thou haft d.ergnd a while 
To want, arid honour thefe, voutfife writ h us 
Two onely, who yet by fov ran gift noflefs 
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Varied his bounty fo with new delights, • 
As may compare with Heaven} and to tafle 
Think not I Hull be nice. So down they fat. 
And to thir viands fell, nor feemingly 
The Angel, nor in mifl, the common glofs 
Of Theologians, but with keen difpatch 
Of real hunger? and conco&ive heate 
To tranfubftantiate} what redounds, tranfpires 
Through Spirits with eafe} nor wonder > if by fire 
Of footy coal the Empiric Alchimift 
Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn 
Metals of droffieft Ore to perfet Gold 
As from the Mine. Mean while at Table Eve 
Minifterd naked, and thir flowing cups 
With pleafant liquors crown’d : O innocence 
Deferving Paradife ! if ever,- then. 
Then had the Sons of God excufe to have bin 
Enamour’d at that fight} but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinous reign’d, nor jealoufie * 
Was underflood, the injur’d Lovers Hell. •, ; 

Thus when with meats 8c drinks they had firffickl, 
Not burd’nd Nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adapt) not to let th’occafion pafs 
Given him by this great Conference to know 
Of things above his World, and of thir being 
Who dwell in Heav’n, whofe excellence hefaw 
Tranfcend his own fo farr, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high Power fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
Thus to th’ Empyreal Minifter he fram’d. 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well W 
Thy favour, in this honour done to man. 

Under 
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finder whole lowly roof thou haft voutfaft 
fTo enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte, 
;Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 
As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
jAt Heav’ns high feafts to have fed: yet what coirs- 
| To whom the winged Hierarch repli’d. (pare? 
O Adam, one Almightie is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return, 
If not deprav’d from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one firft matter all, 
Indu’d with various forms, various degrees 
Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life 5 
But more refin’d., more fpiritous, and pure, 
As neerer to him placet or neerer tending 
Eachinthir feveraladive Sphears affignd, 
Till body up to fpirit work- in bounds 
Proportiond to each kind.So from the root (leaves 
Springs lighter the green ftalk* from thence the 
More aerie, laft the bright confumihate floure 
Spirits odorous breathes; flours and thir fruit 
Mans nourifhment, by gradual fcale fublim’d 
To vital Spirits afpire, to animal. 
To intellectual, give both lile and fenfe, 
Fanfie andunderftanding, whence the foule 
Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 
Difcurfive, or Intuitive 5 difcourfe 
Is ofteft yours, the latter mod is ours, 
Differing but in degree, of kind the fame. 
Wonder not then, what. God for you faw good 
If I refufe not, but convert, as you-,, 1 4 \ ! 
To proper fubftance j time may come when men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
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No inconvenient Dict,nor too Jight Fare : 
And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 
Your bodies may atlaftturn all to Spirit, 
Improv’d by traft of time, and wingd afcend 
Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice 

5C01 Here or in Heav'nly Paradifes dwell} 
If ye be found obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire 
Whofe progenie you are. Mean while enjoy ; 
Your fill what happinefs this happie ftate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. .*> ■ ' 

To whom the Patriarch ofmankind repli’d. 
O favourable fpirit, propitious gueft, 
Well haft thou taught the way that might direft 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of Nature fef 

5 i0|From center to circumference, whereon . 
In contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay, 
What meant that caution joind, if ye be found 
Obedient ? can wee want obedience then 
To him, or poffibly his love defert 
Who formd us from tie duft, and plac’d us here 
Full to theutmoft meafure of whatblifs 
Human defires can feekor apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav’n and Earth, 
520 | Attend : That thou art happie, owe to God 5 

That thou continu’ft fuch, owe to thy felf, 
[That is, to thy obedience 5 therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv’n thee 5 be advis’d. 
God made thee perfet, not immutable ?, 
And good he made thee, but to perfevere 
He left it in thy power, ordaind thy will 



Paradife loft. Book 5. 

By nature free, not over*ruPd by Fate 
Inextricable 3 or ftri& neceffity $ 
Our voluntarie fervice he requires, 
Not our neceffitated , fuch with him 
Findes no acceptance, nor canfind* for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tri’d whether they ferve 
Willing or no, who will but what they muft 
By Deftinie, and can no other choofe £ 
My felf and all th* Angelic Hoft that (land 
In fight of God enthron’d, our happie ftate 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds $ 
On other furety none 3 freely we ferve. 
Becaufe wee freely love, as in our will 
To love or not 5 in this we ftand or fall: 
And fom are faH’n,to difobedience falln, 
And fo from Heav’n to deepeft Hell; O fall 
From what high (late of blifs into what woe! 

To whom our great Progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted eare 
Divine inftru&er, I have heard, then when 
Cherubic Songs by night from neighbouring Hills 
Aereal Mufic fend .• nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free 5 

j| Yet that we never (hall forget to love 
Our maker, and obey him whqfe command 1 
Single, is ye’tfo juft, my conftant thoughts 

j Aflbr’d me and ftill allure: though what thou tellft 
jHath paft in Heavh, fom doubt within me move. 
But more defire to hear, if thou confent, 
The full relation, which muft needs be ftrange, 
Worthy of Sacred filence to be heard 5 
And we have yet large day, for fcarce the Sun 

Had 
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Hath finifht half his journey, and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great Zone of Heav’n. 

Thus Adam made requeft, and-.Raphael 
After fliort paufeaflenting, thus began. 1 

High matter thou injoinft me, O prime of men. 
Sad task and hard, for how fhalll relate 
To human fenfe th* invifible exploits 
Of warring Spirits 5 how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And perfet while they flood 5 how laft ufifould 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 
This is difpenc’t, and what fur mounts thereich 
Of human fenfe, I (hall delineate fo. 
By Hkmingfpirittial to-corporal Torm?5: 
Aon ay exprefs them befl, though what if Earth; 
Be but the fhaddow ofHeav’n, and things therein 
Each to other like, more then on earth is thought? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wilde 

90. 

(leignd where thefe HeavTrs now-rbvvl, where Earth 
Upon her Center pois^ Wheh ofra day (now refts 
(For Time, though dn Erernitie, appli’d ‘ 
to motion, meafures all things durable r 
By prefent, part, and future) on fuch day' :: . 
As Heavns great Year brings forth, th’Empyre^j 
Of Angela by Imperial fumiinons 'call’d, fHoft 
Innumerable before th* Almighties Throne 
Forthwith from all the ends of Heav n appeerd 
Under thir Hierarchs in orders bright T " 
Ten thoufand thoufand Enfigftes high advihe’d. 
Standards, and Gonfalons twixt Van and Reare 
Streameinthe Aire, andfordiftin&ionferve 
ch ; .... ; .oa 
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Of Hierarchies, of Orders, and Degrees} 
Or in thir glittering Tiffuesbear imblaz’d / 
Holy Memorials, afts of Zeale and Love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in Orbes 
Of circuit inexpreffible they (food, 
Orb within Orb, the Father infinite. 
By whom in blifs imbofom’d fat the Son* 
A midft as from a flaming Mount, whofeop 
Brightnefs had made invifible, thus fpake. 

Hear all ye Angels, Progenie of Light, (ers. 
Thrones,Dominations,Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
Hear my Decree, which unrevok’t (hall ftand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
MyonelySon, and on this holy Hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand 5 your Head I him appoint 3 
And by my Self have fworn to him (hall bow 
All knees in Heav’n, and (hall confefs him Lord; r 
Under his great Vice-gerent Reign abide - / 
United as one individual Soule 
For ever happie : him who difobeyes 
Mee difobeyes, breaks union, and that day 
Caft out from God and bleffed vifion, falls 
Into utter darknefs, deepingulft, his place 
Ordaind without redemption, without end. 

So fpake th* Omnipotent, and with his words 
All feemd well pleas’d,all feem’d, but were not all. 
That day, as other folem dayes, theyfpent 
In fong and dance about the facred Hill, 
Myftical dance, which yonder ftarrieSpheare 
Of Planets and of fixtin all her Wheeles 
Refembles neareft, mazes intricate, 
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[Eccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular 
Then moff, when moft irregular they feem : 
And in thir motions harmonic Divine 
So fmooths her charming tones,that Gods own ear 
Liftens delighted. Eevningapproachd 
(For we have alfo our Eevning and our Morn, 
We ours for change deleftable, not need) 
Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 
Defirous, all in Circles as they ftood. 
Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil’d 
With Angels Food, and rubied Neftar flows: ! 
In Pearl, in Diamond, and maffie Gold, 
Fruit of delicious Vines, the growth of Heav’n. 
They eat, they drink, and vyith refection fweet 
Are fill’d, before ths all bounteous King, who 
With copious hand,rejpydng in thir joy. (fhowrd 

(Now when ambrofial Night with Clouds exhal’d 
Fromthat high mount ofGod,whencelight8c(hade 
Springbotkthe faceof brighteft Heav’n hadchangd 
To grateful T wilight (forNight comes not thpre 
In darker veilej and rpfeat Dews difpos'd 
All but theunfieeping eyes of God to reft, 
Wide over all the Plain, and wider farr 
Then all this globous Earth in Plain outfpred, 
(Such are the Courts of God) Th’ Angelic throng 
Difperft in Bands and Files thir Camp extend 
By living Streams among the Trees of Life, 
Pavilions numberlefs, and fudden reard* 
Celeftial Tabernacles, where they flept (courfe 
Fannd with code Winds, fave thofe who in thir 
Melodious Hymns about the fovran Throne 
Alternate all night long : but not fo wak’d 

I ... Satan- 



Paradife loft. Book 5. 

Satan, fo call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more Heavn 5 he of the firft, 
[f not the firft Arch-Angel., great in Power, 
In favour and pr£eminence,yet fraught 
WithenvieagainfttheSonofGod, that day 
Honourd by his great Father, and proclaimd 
Mejjiah King anointed, could not beare 
Through pride that fight,and thought himfelf im- 
Deep malice thence conceiving & difdain, (paird. 
Soon as midftight brought on the dufkie houre 
Friendlieft to fleep and filence, he refolv’d 
With all his Legions to diflodge,and leave 
Unworftiipt, unobey’d the Throne fupream 
Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awak’ning, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Sleepft thou Companion dear, what deep can 
Thy eye-lids > and remembreft what Decree (clofe 
Of yefterday, folate hath paft the lips 
Of Heav’ns Almightie. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart 3 
Both waking we were one 5 how then can now 
Thy fleep diflent ? new Laws thou feeft impos’d 5 
New Laws from him who reigns, new minds may 
In us who ferve, new Counfels,to debate (raife 
What doubtful may enfue, more in this place j 
To utter is not fafe. Affemble thou 
Of all thofe Myriads which we lead the chief 5 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim Night 
Her (hadowie Cloud withdraws, l amtohafte. 
And all who under me thir Banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where wepoflTefs 
The Quarters of theNorth, there to prepare 
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,Fit entertainment to receive our King' 
(The great Afejjiah> and his new commands. 
Who fpeedily through all the Hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give Laws. 

So fpake the falfe Arch-Angel* and infus’d 
Bad influence into th* unwarie bred 
Of his Aflociate, hee together calls. 
Or feveral one by one,the Regent Powers* 
Under him Regent, tells, as he was taught,. 
That the mod: High commanding, now ere Night, 
Now ere dim Night had difincumberd Heav’n, 
The great Hierarchal Standard was to move 5 
Tells thefuggeded c&ufe, and cads between 
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, to found, 
Or taint integrities but all obey’d 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 
Ofthir great Potentate, for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heav*n$ 
His count’nanee, as the Morning Starr that guides 
The darrie flock, allur’d them, and with lyes 
Drew after him the third part of Heav’ns Hod : 
Mean while th’ Eternal eye, whole fight difcernes 
Abdrufed thoughts, from forth his holy Mount 
And from within the golden Lamps that burne 
Nightly before him, faw without thir light 
Rebellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpred 
Among the fons of Morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high Decree 
And fmiling to his onely Son thus faid. 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
fn full refplendence. Heir of all my might, 
Neerly it now concernes us to be fure 
t Of 
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Of our Omnipotence, and with what Arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim \y2( 
Of Deitie or Empire* fuch a foe 
Is rifing5who intends to ereft his Throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious North 5 
Nor fo content, hath in his thought to trie 
In battel, what our Power is, or our right. 
Let us ad vile* and to this hazard draw 
With fpeed what force is left, and all imploy 
In our defence, left unawares we lofe 
This our high place, our San&uarie, our Hill. 

To whom the Son with calm afpeft and cleer 1^ 
Lightning Divine, ineffable, ferene. 
Made anfwer. Mightie Father, thou thy foes 
Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure 
Laugh’ft at thir vain deftgnes and tumults vain, 
Matter to mee of Glory* whom thir. hate 
Illuftrates, when they fee all Regal Power 
Givn me to quell thir pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to fubdue 
Thy Rebels, or be found the worft in Heav’n. 

So fpake the Son, but Satan with his Powers 
Farr was advanc*t on winged fpeed, an Hoft , 
Innumerable as the Starrs of Night, 
Or Starrs of Morning, Dew-drops, which t he Sun 
ilmpearls on every leaf and every flouer. 
i'Reg ions they pafs’d, the mightie Regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
In thir triple Degrees, Regions to which , 
All thy Dominion, Adam, is no more 
Then what this Garden is to all the Earth, 
And all the Sea, from one entire globofe 
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Stretcht into Longitude3 which having pafs’d 
At length into the limits of the North 
They came, and Satan to his Royal feat 
High on a Hill, far blazing, asa Mount 
Rais'd on a Mount, with Pyramids and Towrs 
From Diamond Quarries hewn,8cRocks of Gold, 
The Palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 
That Structure in the Dialed of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, hee 
Affefting all equality with God, 
In imitation of that Mount whereon 
Mefjiah was declar’d in fight of Heav’n, 
The Mountain ofthe Congregation call'd 3 
For thither he affembTd all his Train, 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of thir King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious Art 
Of counterfeted truth thus held thir ears. 

. Thrones, Dominations, Princedomes, Vertues, 
If thefe magnific Titles yet remain (Powers, 
Not meerly titular, fince by Decree 
Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs’t 
All Power, and us eclipft under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this hafte 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here, 
This onely to confult how we may beft 
With what may be devis’d of honours new 
Receive him coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute yet unpaid, profrration vile. 
Too much to one, but double how endur’d. 
To one and to his image now proclaim’d? 
But what if better counfels might ereffc 

Our 
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Our minds and teach us to cart off this Yoke ? 
Will ye fubmityour necks, and chufe tobend 
The fupple knee ? ye will not, if l trufl: - 
To know ye right, or if ye know your felves 
Natives and Sons of Heav’n pofleft before 
By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free 3 for Orders and Degrees 
Jarr not with liberty, but well conhft. 
Whocaninreafon then or right aflume 
Monarchic over fuch as live by right- 
His equals, if in power and fplcndor left. 
In freedome equal .<? or can introduce 
Law and Edift on us, who without law* 
Erre not, much lefsfor this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration to th' abufe 
Of thofe Imperial Titles which-aflert 
Our beingordain’d to govern, not to ferve? 

Thus farr his bold difcourfe without controule 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdicl, then whom none witn more zeale ador’d 
The Deitie, and divine commands obei’d, 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeale fevere 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O argument blafphemous, falfe and proud! 
Words which noeareever to* hear in Heav’n 
Expected, leaf! of all from thee, ingrate 
In place thy felf fo high above thy Peeres. 
Canft thou with impious obloquie condemne 
The juft Decree of God, pronounc’t and fworn, 
That to his only Son by right endu’d 
With Regal Scepter, every Soule in Heav’n ~ 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
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Confefs him rightful King ? unjuft thou faift 
Flatly unjuft, to binde with Laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let Reigne, 
One over all with unfucceeded power* 
Shalt thou give Law to God, (halt thou difpute 
With him the points of libertie, who made 
Thee what thou art, & formd the Pow rsofHeav’n 
Such as he pleafd, and circumfcrib’d thir being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good, 
And of our good, and of our dignitie 
How provident he is, how farr from thought 
To makeuslefs, bent rather to exalt 
Our happie ftate under one Head more neer 
United. But to grant it thee unjuft, 
That equal over equals Monarch Reigne : 
Thy felf though great & glorious doft thou count, 
Or all Angelic Mature joind in one. 
Equal to him begotten Son, by whom 
As by his Word the mighty Father made 
All things, ev’n thee, and all the Spirits of Heav’n 
By him created in thir bright degrees, 
Crowndthem with Glory, & to thir Glory nam’d 
Thrones,Dominations, Princedoms, Vertues, Pow- 
Eflential Powers, nor by his Reign obfcur’d, (ers 
But more illuftrious made, fince he the Head 
One of our number thus reduc’t becomes. 
His Laws our Laws, all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Ceafe then this impious rage. 
And tempt not thefe 5 but haft'n to appeafe 
Th’incenfed Father, and th’ incenfed Son, 
While Pardon may be found in time befought. 

So fpake the fervent Angel, but his zeale 
. None 



None feconded, as out of feafon judg'd, 
Or Angular and rafh, whereat rejoic'd 
Th* Apoftat, and more haughty thus repli’d. 
That we were formd then faift thou ? & the work 
Of fecondarie hands, by task transferd 
From Father to his Son ? ftrange point and new! 
Doftrin which we would know whence learnt: who 
When this creation was? rememberft thou (faw 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not as now 3 
Know none before us3 felf-begot, felf-rais’d 
By our own quick’ning power, when fatal courfe 
Had circl’d his full Orbe, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heav’n, Ethereal Sons. 
Our puifLmce is our own, our own right hand 
Shall teach us higheit deeds, by proof to try 
Who is our equal; then thou (halt behold 
Whether by fupplication we intend 
Addrefs, and to begirt th’ Almighty Throne 
Befeeching or befiegirg. This report, 
Thefetidings carrie to th’anointed King 3 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He faid , and as the found of waters deep 
Hoarce murmur echo’d to his words applaufe 

j Through the infinite Hurt, nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 
Encompafs’d round with foes, thusanfwerd bold, 

O alienate from God , O fpirit accurft, 
Forfak’n of all good 3 I fee thy fall 
Determind, and thy haplefs crew involv’d 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpred 
Bothofthy crime and puniflhment: henceforth 
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No more be troubl’d how to quit the yoke 
Of Gods Mejfiah $ thofe indulgent Laws 
Will not be now voutfaf’t, other Decrees 
Againft thee are gon forth without recall 5 
That Golden Scepter which thou didfl: reject 
Isnow an Iron Rod to bruife and breake 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didftadvife, 
Yet not for thyadvife or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked Tents devoted, leaft the wrauth 
Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
Diftinguilh not; for foon expeft to feel 
His Thunder on thy head, devouring fire. * 
Then who created thee lamenting learne. 
When who can uncreate thee thou fhalt know. 

So fpake the Seraph Abdtcl faithful found, 
Among the faithlefs,faithful only hee $ 
Among innumerable falfe , unmov’d, 
Unftiak n, unfeducd, unterrifi’d 
His Loyaltie he kept, his Love, his Zeale5 
Nor number, nor example with him Wrought 
jTofwervefrom truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he'pafsd, 
jLong way through hoftile fcorn, which he fufteind 
jSuperior, nor of violence fear’d aught $ 
jAnd with retorted fcorn his back he turn’d 
On thofe proudTowrs to fwift deftru&ion doom’d. 
1’ * 1 - a 1 j ; T * • r I '** * ' T r \ - t f t • - - _ 1 
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LL night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfu’d 
Through Heavms wide Champain held 

his way, till Morn, 
Wak’t by the circling Hours, with 

rofie hand 
Unbarrd the gates :of Light. There 

is a Cave 
Within the Mount of God, fail by his Throne, 
Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and ditlodge by turns,which makes through 
Grateful v.iciilituci€,like Day and -Nights (Heaven 
Light i flues forth,.and at the other dore i 
Obfequious darknefs:enters*^.till her houre (well 
Toveile the Heav’n, though darknefs there might 
Seem twilight here} and now went forth the Morn 
'Suchasin higheftTHeav’rtjCfripyd in Gold 
Empyreal, from before her vanifht Night,\ 
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Shot through with orient Beamsrwhen all the Plain 
Coverd with thick embatteld Squadrons bright, 
Chariots and flaming Armes, and fierie Steeds 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firft met his view: 
W-urr hepcrceav'd, warrin procinCt, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 
To have reported: gladly then he rqjxt 
Amongthofe friendly Powers whohimreceav’d 
Withjoy and acclamations loud, that one 
That of fo many Myriads fall'n, yet one 
Returndnot loft: On tothefacred hill 
They led him high applauded, and prefent 
Before the feat fiipream 5 from whence a voice 
From midft a Golden Cloud thus milde was heard. 

Servant of God,well done, well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who (ingle haft maintaind 
Againft revolted multitudes the.Caufe 
Of Truth, in word mightier then they in Armes $ 
And for the teftimonie of Truth haft born 
Univerfal reproach, far worfe to heare 
Then violence: for this was all thy care 
To ftand approv’d in fight of God, though Worlds 
Judg'd thee perverfe : the eafier conqueft now 
Remains thee , aided by this hoft of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Then fcornd thou didft depart, and to fubdue 
By force* who reafon for thir Law refufe. 
Right reafon for thir Law, and for thir King 
Mejjiab, who by right of merit Reigns. 
Goe Michael of Celeftial Armies Prince, 
And thou in Military prowefs next 
Gabriel, lead forth to Battel thefe my Sons 
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Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By Thoufands and by Millions rang’d for fight 5 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
Rebellious^ them with Fire and hoftile Arms 
Fearlefs affault, and to the brow of Heav’n 
Purfuing drive them out from God andblifs, 
fnto thir place of punifhment, the Gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receave thir fall. 

So fpake the Sovran voice, and Clouds began 
To darken all the Hill, andfmoaktorowl 
In duskie wreathes, reluftant flames, the figne 
Of wrauth awak’t: nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal Trumpet from on high gan blow ; 
At which command the Powers Militant, 
That flood for Heav’n, in mighty Quadrate joyn’d 
Of Union irrefiftible, mov'd on 
In filence thir bright Legions, to the found 
Of inftrumental Harmonie that breath’d 
Heroic Ardor to adventurous deeds 
Under thir God-like Leaders, in theCaufe 
Of God and his Jliejjiah. On they move 
IndifTolubly firm} nor obvious Hill, 
Nor ftreit ning Vale, nor Wood,nor Stream divides 
Thir perfet ranks 3 for high above the ground 
Thir march was, and the pafflve Air upbore 
Thir nimble tread} as when the total kind 
OF Birds in orderly array on wing 
Came fummond over Eden to receive 
Thir names of thee 5 fo oyer many a trafl: 
O; Heiv’n they march’d,and many a Province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at [after I 
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Farr in th’ Horizon to the North appeer'd 
From skirt to skirt a fierie Region, ftretcht 
In battailous afpect, and neerer view 
Bridl’d with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid Spears,and Helmets throng’d, and Shields 
Various, with boadful Argument portraid, 
The banded Powers of Satan hading on 
With furious expedition $ for they weend 
That felf fame day by fight, or by furprize 
To win the Mount of God, and on his Throne 
To fet the envier of his State, the proud 
Afpirer, but thir thoughts prov’d fond and vain 
In the mid way : though drange to us it feemd 
At fird3 that Angel fhould with Angel warr, 
And in fierce boding meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in Fedivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as Tons of one great Sire 
Hymning th* Eternal Father : but the fhout 
Of Battel now began, and rufhing found 
Of onfet ended foon each milder thought. 
High in the midd exalted as a God 
Th’Apoftat in his Sun-bright Chariot fate 
Idol of Majedie Divine, enclos’d 

S'With Flaming Cherubim, and golden Shields 3 
Then lighted from his gorgeous Throne, for now 
Twixt Hod and Hod but narrow fpace was left, 
A dreadful interval, and Front to Front 
Prefented dood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudie Van, 
On the rough edge of battel ere it joyn’d, 
Satan with vaft and haughtie ftrides advanc’f, 
Camejtowring, armd in Adamant and Gold 5 
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Abdiel that light endur’d not, where he flood 
Among the mightieft, bent on higheft deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav’n! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and realtie 
Remain not} wherforefoould not ftrength & might 
There fail where Vertue fails, or weakeft prove 
Where boldeft} though to fight unconquerable? 
His puiffance, trufting in th3 Almighties aide, 
I mean to try, whofe Pveafon I have tri'd 

:tInfoundand falfe nor is it aught but juft, 
| That he who in debate of Truth hath won, 
Should win in Anns, in both difputes alike 
Viftor} though brutifti that conteft and foule, 
When Reafon hath to deal with force, yet fo 
Moft reafon is that Reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth ftepping oppofite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens’t, and thus fecurely him defi’d. 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have 
The hfghth of thy afpiring unoppos'd, (reacht 
The Throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandond atthe terror of thy Power 
Or potent tongue } fool, not to think how vain 
Againftth5 Omnipotent to rife in Arms3 
Who out of fmalleft things could without end" 
Have rais’d inceffant Armies to defeat 
Thy folly 5 or with folitarie hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow 
Unaided could have finiflit thee, and whelmd 
Thy Legions under darknefs 3 but thou fee ft 
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All are not of thy Train 5 there be who Faith 
Prefer, and Pietie to God, though then 
To thee not vifible, when I alone 
Seemd in thy World erroneous to diffent j| 
From all .• my Sed thou feeft, now learn too late 
Flow few fomtimes may know,when thoufands err. 

Whom the grand foe with fcornful eyeafkance 
Thus anfwerd. Ill for thee, but in wifht fyoure _ 
Of my revenge, firft fought for thou returnft 
From flight, feditious Angel, to receave 
Thy merited reward, the firft aflay 
Of this right hand provok’t, fince firft that tongue 
Infpir’d with contradidion durft oppofe 
A third part of the Gods, in Synod met 
Thir Deities to affert, who while they feel 
Vigour Divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou comft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me fom Plume, that thy fuccefs may fhow 
Deftrudion to the reft: this paufe between r 

(Unanfwerd leaft thou boaft) to let thee know* 
At firft I thought that Libertie and Heav’n 
To heav’nly Soules had bin all one 3 but now 
I fee that moft through floth had rather ferve, 
Miniftring Spirits, traind up in Feaft and Song 3 
Such haft thou arm’d, the Minftrelfie of Heav’n, - 
Servilitie with freedom to contend, ! j 

As both thir deeds compar’d this day (hall prove.' 
To whom in brief thus Abdielfttrn repli’d. ! 

Apoftat, ftill thou errft, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : , ; 
Unjufilv thou deprav’ft it with the name 
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OF Servitude to ferve whom God ordains, 
Or Nature} God and Nature bid the fame, 
When he who rules is worthieft, and excells 
Them whom he governs. This is fervitude, 
To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelld 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, 
Thy felf not free, but to thy felf enthrall'd} -— 
Yet Ieudly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy Kingdom, let mee ferve 
In Heav’n God ever bleffed, and his Divine 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey’d, 
Yet Chains in Hell,not Realms expeft : mean while 
From mee returnd, as erft thou faidft, from flight. 
This greeting on thy impious Creft receive. 

So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell 
On the proud Creft of Satan, that no fight. 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his Shield 
Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoild} the tenth on bended knee 
His mafiie Spear upftaid} as if on Earth 
Winds under ground or waters forcing way 
Sidelong, had pulh’t a Mountain from his feat 
Half funk with all his Pines. Amazement feis5d 
The Rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
Thus foil'd thir mightieft, ours joy filld,and jfbout, 
Prefage of Vittorie and fierce defire 
Of Battel: whereat Michael bid found 
Th* Arch-angel trumpet}throughthe vaft of Heav’n 
It founded, and the faithful Armies rung 
Hof anna to the Higheft.- norftood at gaze 
The adverfe Legions, nor lefs hideous joyn’d 
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The horrid.lhack':{formingfutieTofe, 
•And clamour fucli as heard in Heavfn till now - 
Was never, Arms on Armour clafhiog brayed , 
Horrible difcord, and the madding Wheeles 
Of brazen.Chariots rag’d i direWas the noife 
pfconflift^ aver head the difmal hi'fs ? 
Of fiery Darts in flaming volies flew, ■) 
And flying vaulted either Hoft withfir’e. 
Sounder fierieCope together rufh*d . 
Both Battels maine, with ruinous aflault . 
And inextinguifhable ragef. allHeav/n 
Refounded, and had Earth bin then, ,a}l Earth 
Had to her Center fhooki What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought 
On either fide, the leafteof whom could weild 
Thefe Elements-, and arm him wifh the forced 
Of all thir Regions: howrrmch more of Power ^ 
Armieagainft Annie numbeHefs to raife 
Dreadful cotnbuflion warring, and difturb. 
Though not deftroy, thir happi^Native feat^ 
Had not th’Eternal King Omnipotent 
From his firong hold of Heay*n high over-rul'd •: v- 
And limited thir might 5 though number'd fuch' 
As each divided Legion might have feemd 
A numerous Hoft, in ftrength each armed harid * 
A Legion y led in fight, yet Leaderifeemd 1: 
Each Warriour fingic as ih Chief expert . : 
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the {way 
Of Battel, open when, and when toclofie 
Theridges of grim Warr^ no thought of flighty 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed : 
That argu’dfeary eachonhimfelfreli’d, 
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As onely in his arm the moment lay 
Of victories deeds of eternal fame 

1 Were don, but infinite ; for wide was fpred 
That Warr and various $fomtimes onfirmground 
A (landing fight, then foaring on main .wing 
Tormented all-the Air 3 all Air fecmdthen 
Conflicting Fire : long time in eeven fcale 
The Battel hung y till Satan^ who that day 
Prodigious power had Chewn, and met in Armes 
No equal, raunging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim Confus’d;, at length 
Saw where the Sword of Michael fmote, and fell’d 
Squadrons at once, with huge two-handed fway 
Brandiflit aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wafting 5 fuch deftruCHon to withftand - 
He hafted, and oppos’d the rookie Orb 
Of tenfold Adamant., his ample Shield 
Avail: circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toile 
Surceas’d, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteftine War inHeav’n, the arch foe fubdu’d 
Or Captive drag’d in Chains, with hoftile frown 
And vifage all enfbm’d firft thus began. 

Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
jllnnam’d in Heav’n, now plenteous, as thou feeft 
Thefe Acts, of hatefulftrife, hateful to ait. 
Though heavieft by juft meafure on thy ft If 
And thy adherents : how haft thou difturb’d 
Heav’ns blefled peace^ ?nd into Nature brought 
Miferie, uncreated till the crime'; . .0- 

Of thy Rebellion hdw haft thou inftilfd : 
Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 
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And faithful, now prov’d falfe. But thinknot here 
To trouble Holy Reft $ Heav’n cafts thee out 
From all her Confines. Heav'n the feat of blifs 
Brooks not the works of violence and Warr. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along 
Thy ofspring, to the place of evil. Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew * there mingle broiles, 
Ere this avenging Sword begin thy doome. 
Or fom more fudden vengeance wing’d from God 
Precipitate thee with augmented paine. 

So fpake the Prince of Angels 5 to whom thus 
The Adverfarie. Nor think thou with wind 
Of airie threats to aw whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou turnd the leaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, butthat they rife 
Unvanquiftit, eafier to tranfaft with mee 
That thou ftiouldft hope,imperious,& with threats 
To chafe me hence / errenot that fo (hall end 
The ftrife which thou call’d: evil, but wee ftyle 
The ftrife of Glorie: which we mean to win. 
Or turn this Heav’n it felf into the Hell 
Thou fableft, here however to dwell free. 
If not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force. 
And join him nam’d Almightie to thy aid, 
I flie not, but have fought thee farr and nigh. 

They ended parle, and both addreft for fight 
Unfpeakable, for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on Earth confpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch highth 
Of Godlike Power .• for likeft Gods they feemd. 
Stood they or mov’d, in ftature, motion, arms 

; Fit, 
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Fit to decidethe Empire of great Heav’n. 
Now wav’d thir fierie Swords, and in the Aire 
Made horrid Circles 5 two broad Suns thir Shields 
Blaz’d oppofite, while expectation flood 
In horror 5 from each hand with fpeed retir’d 
Where erft was thickeft fight, th’ Angelic throng. 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
Of fuch commotion, fuch as to fet forth 
Great things by fmall, If Natures concord broke. 
Among the Conftellations warr were fprung. 
Two Planets rufhing from afpeft maligne 
Of fierceft oppofition in mid Skic, 
Should combat,and thir jarring Sphears confound. 
Together both with next to Almightie Arme, 
Uplifted imminent one ftroke they aim’d 
That might determine, and not need repeate. 
As not of power, at once y nor oddsappeerd 
In might or fwift prevention 5 but the fword 
Of Michael from the Armorie of God * 
Was giv’n him temperd fo, that neither keen 
Nor folid might refift that edge * it met 
The fword of Satan with fteep force to fmite 
Defending, and in half cut fheere, nor llaid. 
But with fwift wheele reverfe, deep entring fhar’d 
fAll his right fide 5 then Satan firft knew pain. 
And writh’d him to and fro convolv’d 5 fo fore 
The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 

Pafs’d through him,but th’ Ethereal fubftance.clos’d 
Not Jong divifible, and from the gafh 
A ftreamof Neftarous humor ifTuing flow’d 
Sanguin,fuch as Celefiial Spirits may bleed, 
And all his Armour ftaind ere while fo bright. 

Forth- 
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Forthwith on all fidesto his aide was run 
By Angels many and firong, who interpos'd 
Defence, while others bore him on thir Shields 
Back to his Chariot} where it flood retir'd 
From ofFthe files of warr 5 there they him laid 
Gnafiling for anguifil and defpite and ftiarne 
To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 
Humbl’d by fuch rebuke, fofarrbeneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet foon he heala, for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital in every part, not as frail man 
In Entrailes, Heart or Head, Liver or Heines, 
Cannot but by annihilating die 5 
Nor in thir liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more then can the fluid Aire : 
All Heart they live, all Head, all Eye, all Eare, 
All Intellect, allSenfe, and as they pleafe. 
They Limb themfelves, and colour, fhape or fize 
Afifume, as likes thembeft,condenfe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds defervd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce Enfignes pierc’d the deep array 
Of Moloc furious King, whohimdefi’d. 
And at his Chariot wheeles to drag him bound 
Threatn’d, nor from the Holie One of Heav’n 
Kefrein'd his tongue blafphemoujs 5 but anon 
Down cloy n to the wafte, with flmterd Armes 
And uncouth paine fled bellowing. On each wing 
Vriel and Raphael his vaunting foe. 
Though huge, and in a Rock of Diamond Armd, 
Vanquifii’d Adramelcc^ and Afmddai, 
Two potent Thrones, that to be lefs then^Gods 

" Difdain'd, 
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DifdainUbut meaner thoughts learnd in'thir flight.. 
Mangl’d with gaftly wounds through Plate and 
Nor flood unmindful Abdicl to annoy ^ (M ule. 
The Atheift crew, but with redoubl’d blow 

[ Ariel and Arioc, and the violence 
Of Ramiet fcorcht and blafted overthrew. 
[ might relate of fhoufands, and thir naincs 
Eternize here on Earth ^ but thole elect ^ 
Angels contented with thir fame in Heav n 
Seek not the praife of men i the other 1 ort^ 
In might though wondrous and in Acts or Warn, 
Norof Renown lefs eager, yet by doome 
Canceld from Heav n and (acred memorie, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 
Forffrength from Truth divicled and from Jufr, 
Illaudable, naught merits but difpraife 
And ignominie, yet to glorie afpires_ 
Vain glorious, and through infamie feews fame r 
Therfore Eternal filence be thir doome. 
And now thir migbtieflc quelld,the battel fwerv d2 

With many an inrode gor’d $ deformed rout 
Enter’d, and foul diforder^ all the ground 
With fhiverd armour ftrow’n,and on a heap ; 
Chariot and Charioter lay overturnd 
And fierie foaming Steeds 5 what Rood, reco-y Id 
Orewearied, through the faint Satanic Hoff 
Defenfive fcarfe, or with pale fear furpris d , ^ 
Then firft with fear furpris’d and ienfe ofpaihe 
Fled ignominious, to fuch evil bi ought 
By finneof difobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or paine. 
Far otherwife th’ inviolable Saints 

I 

370 

380 

390 

t 



Book 6. Paradifelojl. 

41c 

420 

In Cubic Phalanx firm advanc't entire, 
Invulnerable, impenitrably arm’d .• 
Such high advantages thir innocence 
Gave them above thir foes, not to have finnd, 
Not to have difobei’d} in fight they flood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 
By wound,t hough fromthir place by violence mov'd 

Now Night her courfe began, and over Heav’n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos’d, 
And filence on the odious dinn of Warr: 
Under her Cloudie covert both retir'd, 
Vidor and Vanquifht : on the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in Guard thir Watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires: on th' other part 
Satan with his rebellious difappeerd. 
Far in the dark diflodg’d,and void of reft, 
His Potentates to Councel call'd by night 5 
And in the midfl thus undifmai’d began. 

O now in danger tri’d, now known in Armes 
Not to be overpowerd, Companions deare, 
Found worthy not of Libertie alone, ■ 
Too mean pretenfe, but what we more affed. 
Honour, Dominion, Glorie, andrenowne. 
Who have fuftaind one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not Eternal dayes?) 

( What Heavens Lord had powerfulleft to fend 
\ Againft us from about his Throne, and judg'd 
Sufficient to fubdue us to his will, 
But proves notfo.- then fallible, it feems, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs firmly arm'd, 

Some 
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Some difadvantage we endur’d and paine. 
Till now no^ known,but known as foon contemnd, 
Since now' v/e find this our Empyreal forme 
Incapable of mortal injurie 
ImperHhable, and though peirc’d with wound, 
Soonclofing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then fo fmallaseafie think 
Theremedie $ perhaps more valid Armes, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May ferve to better us,* and worfe our foes, 
Or equal what between us made the odds, 
In Nature none: if other hidden caufe 
Left them Superiour, while we can preferve 
Unhurt our mindes, and underdanding found* 
Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 

He fat 3 and in th* aflembly next upftood 
Ntfroc, of Principalities the primes 
As one he flood efcap’t from cruel fight * 
Sore toild, his riv’n Armes to havoc hewn * 
And cloudie in afpe&thus anfwering fpake. 
Deliverer from new Lords* leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods* yet hard 
Tor jGods* and too unequal work we find 
Againft unequal armes to fight in paine, 
Againft unpaind, impaflivesfrom which evil 
Ruin mud needs enfue * for what availes (pain 
Valour or ftrengtb, though matchlefs,quelld with 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of Mightied., Senfe of pleafurewemay well 
Spare out of .life perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, which is the calmed life: 
But pain is perfet miferie, the word 
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Of evils, and exceffive, overturnes 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may o^nd 
Our yet unwounded Enemies, or arme 
Our felves with like defence, to mee deferves 
No lefsthen for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look compos’d Satanre\)lid* 
470 Not uninvented that, which thou aright 

Beleivft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring $ 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
Of this Ethereous moulfd;whereortwe ftand, 
This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adornd 
With Plant,Fruit,Flour Ambrofial,Cemms & Gold, 
Whofe Eye fo fuperficially furveyes 
Thefe things,as not to mindfrom whencethey grow 
Deep under ground, ' materialsi dark and crude. 
Of fpiritous and fierie fpume, till touche 

480 With Heav’ns ray* and temperd they (hoot forth 
So beauteous, op ning to the ambient light. 
Thefe in thir dark Nativitie the Deep 
Shall yeild us, pregnant withinfernalflame. 
Which into hallow Engins long andround 
Thick-rammd, atth’ other bore withtoueh^df fire 
Dilated andinfuriate (hall fend forth 'uu : ; 1. 
From far with thundring noife among oiir foes 
Such implements of milchieflas (hall dafh 
To pieces, and ore whelm whatever ftands r 

49° Ad verfe, that they fhall tear we havedifarmd 
The Thupderer of His only dreaded bolt. 
Nor longfhall be otir labour, yet efe dawne, 
Effeft fhall end our wi(h. Mean while revive y 
Abandon fear y to ftrength and counfdl joind! 
O s - . 1 Think 
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Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpaird. 
He ended, and his words thir drooping chere 
Eniightn nd thir ianguifht hope reviv'd. 
Th' inven all admir'd, and each, how hee 
To be tlT inventer mifs’d, fo eafie it feemd 
Once found, which yet unfound moft would have 
Impoffible: yet haply of thy Race (thought 
In future dayes,if Malice fhould abound. 
Some one intent on mifchief, or infpir’d 
With dev’lifh machination might devife 
Like inftrument to plague the Sons of men 
For fin, on warr and mutual {laughter bent. 
Forthwith from Councel to the work they flew. 
None arguing flood, innumerable hands 
Were ready, in a moment up they turnd 
Wide the Celeftialfoile, and faw beneath 
Th* originals of Nature in thir crude 
Conception $ Sulphurous and Nitrous Foame 
They found, they mingl’d, and with futtleArt, 
Concofted and adufted they reduc'd 
To blackeft grain, and into ftore conveyd .*• 
Part hidd’n veins diggd up (nor hath this Earth 
Entrails unlikej of Mineral and Stone, 
Whereof to found thir Engins and thir Balls 
Of mifiive ruin ^ part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 
So all ere day fpring, under confcious Night 
Secret they finifh’d, and in order fet. 
With filent circumfpeftion unefpi'd. 
Now when fair Morn Orient in Heav’n appeerd 
Up rofe the Vi&or Angels, and to Arms 
The matin Trumpet Sung: in Arms they flood 

X a 

500 

510 

520 

Of 



1, Book 6: 

Of Golden Panoplie, refulgent Hoft, 
Soon banded 5 others from the dawning Hills 
Lookdround, and Scouts each Coaft r<ght-armed 
Each quarter to defcrie the diflantfoe, (fcoure. 
Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight,. 
In motion or in alt: him foon they met 
Linder fpred Enfignes moving nigh,"in flow 
But firm Battalion 5 back with fpeediefl Sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, . 
Game ftying, and in mid Aire aloudlhus cri'd. 

ArmejWarriourSjArme for fight,thefoe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long purfuit 
This day, fear not his flight } fo thick a Cloud; 
He comes, and fettl’d in his face I fee 
Sad refolution and fecure : let each 
His Adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his Helme, gripe faft hisorbed Shield, 
Borneevn or high, for this day will pour down,. 
If I conjefture aught, no drilling fhowr, 
But ratling ftorm of Arrows barbd with fire* » 
So warnd he them aware themfelves^ and foohi 
In order, quit of all impediment 5 . / a 
Infract without difturb they took Allarm, 
And onward move Embattelld , when behold 
Not diftant far with heavie, pace the Foe aiH. /I' 
Approaching grofs and huge.5 in hollow Cube 
Training his devililh Enginrie, impal’d 
On every fide with fhaddowing Squadrons Deep, 
To hide the fraud; At interview both flood 
A while, but fuddenly at head appeerd 
Satan : And thus was heard Commanding loud. 

Yangard, to Right- and Left the Erontunfould, 
-D c That] 
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That all may fee who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and compofure, and with open breft 
Stand readie to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not backperverfe 5 
But that I doubt, however witnefs Heaven, 
Heavn witnefs thou anon, while we difcharge 

jFreeJy our part: yee who appointed ftand 
|Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 

Sofcoffing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended 5 when to Right and Left the Front 
Divided, and to either Flank retir’d. 
Which to oureyes difcoverd new and ftrange, 
A triple-mounted row of Pillars laid 
On Wheels (for like to Pillars moft they feem’d 
Or hollow’d bodies made of Oak or Firr 
With branches lopt, in Wood or Mountain fell’d) 
Brafs, Iron, Stonie mould, had not thir mouthes 
With hideous orifice gap’t on us wide,. 
Portending hollow truce 5 at each behind 
A Seraph flood, apd in his hand a Reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire} while we fufpenfe, 
Colle&ed flood within our thoughts amus’d, 
[Net long, for hidden all at once thir Reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent appli’d 
[With niceft touch. Immediate in a flame, 
jBut foonobfeur’d with fmoak,all Heav’n appeerd, 
;From thofe deep-throated Engins belcht, whofe 
lEmboweld with outragiousnoife the Air, (roar 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foule 
Thir devillilh glut, chaind Thunderbolts and Hail 
Of Iron Globes, which on the Vidor Raft . 
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Levefd, with fuch impetuous furie fmote5 
That whom they hit,none on thir feet might ftand, 
Though (landing elfe as Rocks, but down they fell 
By thoufands, Angel on Arch-Angel rowl’d 5 
/The fboner for thir Arms, unarm’d they might 
Have eafily as Spirits evaded fwift 
By quick contraction or remove 5 but now 
Foule diffipation follow’d and forc’t rout5 
Nor ferv’d it to relax thir ferried files. 
What fhould they do ? if on they rulht, repulfe 
Repeated,, and indecent overthrow 
Doubl’d, would render them y^t more defpis'd, 
And to thir foes a laughter 5 for in view 
Stood rankt of Seraphim another row 
In pofture to difplode thir fecond tire 
Of Thunder : back defeated to return 
They worfeabhorr’d. Satan beheld thir plight. 
And to his Mates thus in derifion calfd. 

O Friends,why come not on thefe Vidors proud? 
Ere while they fierce were coming, and when wee, 
To entertain them fair with open Front (terms 
And Bred, ("what could we more?) propounded 
Of compofition, ftrait they chang’d thir minds, 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell,* 
As they would dance, yet for a dance they feemd 
SomWhat extravagant and wilde, perhaps 
For joy of offerd peace : but I fuppofe 
If our propofals once again were heard 
Weihould compel them to a quick refult.- 

To whom thusFe/z‘d/in like gamefom mood. 
Leader,the terms we fent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg’d home, 

Such 



Such as we might perceive amus’d them all. 
And {tumbl’d many, who receives them right* 
Had need from head to foot well underftand 3 
Not under flood, this gift they have befides, 
They (hew us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleafant veine 
Stood fcoffing, highthn’d in thir thoughts beyond 
All doubt of Vidorie* eternal might 
To match with thir inventions they prefum'd 
So eafie, and of his Thunder made a fcorn, 
And all his Hoft derided* while they flood 
A while in trouble 3 but they flood not long, 
Rage prompted them at Iength,8tfound them arms 
Againfl fuch hellifh mifchief fit to oppofe. 
Forthwith ( behold the excellence, the power 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac’d ) 
Thir Arms away they threw, and to the Hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heav’n 
Of pleafure fituate in Hill and Dale ) 
Light as the Lightning glimpf they ran, they flew. 
From thir foundations loofning to and fro 
They plucktthe featedHills with all thir load, 
Rocks, Waters, Woods, and by the fhaggie tops 
Up lifting bore them in thir hands: Amaze, 
Be fure, and terrour feis’d the rebel Hoft, : 
When comingltoward$ them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the Mountains upward turn’d. 
Till on thofe curfed Engins triple-row 
They faw them whelmd, and all thir confidence 
Under the weight-of Mountains buried deep, 
Themfelves hrvaded next, and on tl]ir heads 
Main Promontories flung, which in the Air 
plT.. .'... ; Came 
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Came(haclowing3and oppreft whole Legions arm’d , 
Thir armor help'd thir harm, crulh't in and brus’d 
Into thir fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long ftrugling underneath, ere they could wind 

660 Out of fuch prifon, though Spirits of pureft light, 
Pureft at firft, now grofs by finninggrown. 
The reft in imitation to like Armes 
Betook them, and the neighbouring Hills uptore* 
So Hills amid the Air encounterd Hills j 
Hurl’d toand fro urith jaculaition dire, | 
That underground they fought in difmd (hades 
Infernal noife .5 \Varr feem’d a civil Game 
To this uproar 5 horrid confufion heapt 
Upon confufion rofe : and now all Heav’ii 

67° Had gone to wrack, with ruin overfpred. 
Had not tlf Almightie Father where he fits 
Shrin’d in his Sanduarie of Heav’nfecure, 
Confultingonthefum of things, forefeen 
This tumult,and permitted all, advis’d : 
That his great purpofe he might fo fulfill, 
To: honour his Anointed Son aveng’d 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All power on him transferr?d / whence tp his Son 
Th* Afleffor of his Throne he thusbegan. 

680 Effulgence of my Glorie, Son belov’d, ; 
Sonin whofe face invifible is beheld ) " > 
Vifibly, what by Deitie I am, * i;;t] 
And in whofe hand what by Decree I doe. 
Second Omnipotence, two dayes are pafty • . j | 
Two dayes, as we compute the dayes of Heav’n, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth tortame 
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Thefe difobedient 3 fore hath been thir fight, 
Aslikelieft was, when twofuch Foes met arm’d $ 
For to themfelves I left them, and thou knowft. 
Equal in their Creation they were form’d, 
Savewhat fin hath impaird,which y et hath wrought 
Infenfibly, for I fufpend thir doom 3 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 
Endlefs, and no folution will be found: 
Warr wearied hath perform’d what Warr can do, 
And to diforder’d rage let loofe the reines, (makes 
With Mountains as with Weapons arm'd, which 
Wild work in Heav’n, and dangerous to the mairne. 
Twodayes are therefore paft, the third is thine 3 
For thee I have ordain’d it, and thus farr 
Have fufferd, that the Glorie may be thine 
Of ending this great Warr, fince none but Thou 
Can end it. Into theefuch Vertue and Grace 
Immenfe I have transfus’d, that all may know 
In Heav’n and Hell thy Power above compare, v 
And this perverfe Commotion governd thus, 
To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all things, to be Heir and to be King 
By Sacred Unction, thy deferred right. 
Go then thou Mightieft in thy Fathers might, 
Afcend my Chariot, guide the rapid Wheeles 
That (hake Heav’ns bafis,bring forth all my Warr, 
My Bow and Thunder, my Almightie Arms 
Gird on, and Sword uponthy puiffantThigh} 
Purfue thefe fons of Darknefs, drive them out' 
From all Heav ns bounds into the utter Deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife 
God and <J\fcjfiah his anointed King. 
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He faid, and on his Son with Kayes dire& 
7 20 Shon full, he all his Father full expreft 

Ineffably into his face receiv’d, 
And thus the filial Godhead anfwering fpake- 

OFather, OSupream of heav’nly Thrones, 
Firft, Higheft, Holieft, Beft, thoualwayes feekft 
Toglorifiethy Son, I alwayesthee. 
As is mod juft 5 this I my Glorie account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleas’d, declarft thy will 
Fulfill’d, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
Scepter and Power,thy giving, I aflfume. 
And gladlier ftiall refign, when in the end 
Thou fhalt be All in All, and I in thee 
For ever, and in mee all whom thou lov’fL: 
But whom thou hat’ft, I hate, and ean put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on. 
Image of thee in all things $ and fhaliToon, 
Armd with thy might,rid heav’nof thefe rebell’d, 
To thir prepar’d ill Manfion driven down 
|To chains of Darknefs, and th* undying Worm, 

74° That from thy juft obedience could revolt. 
Whom to obey is happineft entire. 
Thenfhall thy Saints unmixt, and from th* impure 
Farr feparate, circling thyholy Mount 
Unfained Halleluiahs to thee fing. 
Hymns of high praife, and I among them chief* * 
So faid, he o’re his Scepter bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of Glorie where he fate. 
And the third facred Morn began to fhine 
Dawning through Heav’n.-forth rufh’d with whirl- 

7 50 The Chariot of Paternal Deitie, (wind found5 

, •' , FJalhing 



1 

I 

Paradife loft. Book 6. 

Flashing thick flames, Wheele within Wheete un¬ 
it felf inftinft with Spirit, butconvoyd (drawn, 
Syfour Cherubic (hapes, four faces each 
Had wondrous, as with Starrs thir bodies all 
And Wings were fet with Eyes, with Eyes the 
OfBerit, and careering Fires between, (Wheels 
Over thir heads a chryftal Firmament, 
Whereon a Saphir Throne, inlaid with pure j 
Amber, and colours of the fhoWrie Arch. 
Heein Celeftial Panoplie allarmd 
Of radiant Vrim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended, at his right hand Vi&orie 
Sate Eagle-wing’d,befidc him hung his Bow j 
And Quiver with three-bolted Thunder ftor’d, 
And from about him fierce EfFufion row Id 
Offmoakand bickering flame, and fparkles dire. 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, farr off his coming fhon. 
And twentie thoufand"(I thir number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen : 
Hee on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 
On the Cryftallin Skie, in Saphir Thron’d. 
Illuftrious farr and wide, but by his own \ : j 
Firffc feen, them unexpe&ed joy furpriz’d. 
When the great Enfign of Mcjjiah blaz’d 
Aloft by Angels born, his Sign in Heav’n : 
Under whofe Conduct A4ich*el foon reduc’d 
His Armie, circumfus’d on either Wing, 
Under thir Head imbodied all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prep sir <A% ■ ^ \ 
At his command the uprooted Hills retir’d 
Each to his place,they heard his voice and went 
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Obfequious3 Heav’n his wonted face renewd3 
And with frefh FJourets Hill and Valley ftnil’d. 
This faw his haplefs Foes3 but flood obdur’d. 
And to rebellious fight rallied thir Powers 
Infenfate3 hope conceiving from defpair. 
[n heav’nly Spirits could (uch perverfenefs dwell ? 
Buc to convince the proud what Signs availe3 
Or Wonders move th3 obdurate to relent } 
Theyhard’nd more by what might moft reclame, 
Grieving to fee his Glorie3 at the fight 
Tookenvie3 and afpiring to his highth3 
Stood reimbattell’d fierce3 by force or fraud 
Weening to profper3 and at length prevaile *>■ 
Againft God and AdeJJiah3 or to* fall 
In univerfal ruin laft3 and now , * 
To final Battel drew3 difdaining flight; 
Or faint retreat, when the great Son of God 
To all his Hoft on either hand thus fpake. 

Stand ftill in bright array ye Saints3here ftand 
Ye Angels arm’d3 this day from Battel reft 5 
Faithful hath been your Warfare3 and of God 
Accepted3 fearlefs in his righteous Caufe3 
And as ye have receivd3 fo have ye don 
Invincib’y y but of this curfed crew 
The punifhment to other hand belongs3 
Vengeance is his3 or whofe he foie appoints 5, 
Number to this dayes work is not ordain’d 
Nor multitude3 ftand onely and behold 
Gods indignation on thefe Godlefs pourd 
By mee? not you but mee they have defpis’d3 
Yet envied 5- againft mee is all thir rage3 
Becaufe the Father., t* whom in Heav’n fupream 
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[Kingdom and Power and Glorie appertains, 
I Hath honourd me according to his will. 
Therefore to mee thir doom he hath affig’n’d 5 
That they may have thir wifh, to trie with mee 
In Battel which the ftronger proves, they all, 
Or I alone againft them, fince by ftrength 
They meafure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excells 3 
Nor other firife with them do I voutfafe. 

So fpake the Son, and into terrour chang’d 
His countenance too fevere to be beheld 
And full of wrauth bent on his Enemies. 
At once the Four fpred out thir Starrie wings 
With dreadful lhade contiguous, and the Orbes 
Of his fierce Chariot rowld, as with the found 
Of torrent Floods, or of a numerous Hoft. 
Hee on his impious Foes right onward drove, 
Gloomie as Night 3 under his burning Wheelts 
The ftedfafl: Empyrean (hook throughout, 
All but the Throne it felf of God. Full foon 
Among them he arriv’d 3 in his right-hand 
Grafping ten thoufand Thunders, which he fent 
Before him, fuch as in thir Soules infix’d 

! Plagues 5 they aftonifht all refiftance loft, 
A1J courage 3 down thir idle weapons drop’d 3 
O’re Shields and Helmes,and helmed heads he rode 
Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate. 
That wififd the Mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them as a fhelter from his ire. 
Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the fourfold-vifag’d Foure, 
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iDiftinft with eyes, and from the living Wheels, . 
Diftinft alike with multitude of eyes. 
One Spirit in them rul’d, and every eye 
Glar’d lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire 

850 Among th’accurft, that Witherd all thir ftrengths 
And of thir wonted vigour left them draind, 
Exhaufted, fpiritlefs, affii&ed, fallen. 
Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but check’d 
His Thunder in mid Volie, for he meant 
Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heav'n : 
The overthrown he rais’d, and as a Heard 
Of Goats ortimerous flock together throngd 
Drove them before himThunder-ftruck,purfu*d 
With terrors and with furies to the bounds 
And Chryftall wall of Heav n,which op’ningwide, 
Rowld inward, and a fpacious Gap difclos’d 
Intothe waftful Deep > the monftrous fight 
Strook them with horror backward, but far worfe 
Urg’d them behind^headlong themfelvs they threw 
Down from the verge of Heav’n, Eternal wrauth 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

Hell heard th’unfufferable noife, Hellfaw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav’n and would have fled 
Affrighted 5 but ftridf Fate had caft too deep 

870 iHer dark foundations, and toofaft had bound. 
Nine dayes they fell 5 confounded Chaos roard. 
And felt tenfold confufion in thir fall 
Through his wilde Anarchie, fohugea rout 
rncumberd him with ruin : Bell at la ft 
Yawning receavd them whole, and on them clos’d, 
Hell thir fit habitation fraught with fire > 
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Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and paine. 
Disburd’nd Heav’n tejoic’d, and foon repaird 
Her mural breach, returning whence itrowld. 
Sole ViCtor from th’expulfion of his Foes gg0 
Mejfiuh his triumphal Chariot turnd : 
To meet him all his Saints, who filent flood 
Eyewitneffes of his Almightie A&s, 
With Jubilie advanc’d $ and as they went, 
-Shaded with branching Palme, each order bright, 
Sung Triumph, and him Fung Victorious King, 
Son, Heire, and Lord, to him Dominion giv’n, 
Worthieft to Reign: he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav n,into the Courts 
And Temple of his mightie Father Thron’d 
On high y who into Glorie him receav’d, 
Where now he fits at the right hand of blifs. 

Thus meafuring things in Heav’n by things on 
At thy requeft, and that thou maifi beware (Earth 
By what is paft, to thee I have reveal’d 
What might have elfe to human Race bin hid 5 
The difcord which befel, and Warr in Heav’n • 
Among th’ Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Qf thofe too high afpiring, who rebelld 
With Satan, hee who envies now thy ftate, 900 
Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
Bereavdof happinefl thou maifl partake 
His punifhment. Eternal mi fen e 5 
Which would be alj, his folace and revenge. 
As a defpite cdon again ft the moft High, 
Thee once to gaine Companion of his woe. 

i 
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But lift*n not to his Temptations 5 warne 1 
Thy weaker 3 let it profit thee to have heard 
By terrible Example the reward 
Of difobedience} firm they might have flood. 
Yet fell 3 remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 

.1 - 
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Thy teirtpring* with like fafetle guided down 
~ <t me to my Native Element: 

L^. .lOtn this flying Steed unrein’d, (as once 
Belleropbon, though from a lower Clime) 
Difmountedj on th’ Aleian Field I fall 
Erroneous,there to wander and forlorne. 
Half yet remaines unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vilible Diurnal Spheare j 
Standing on Earth,riot rapt above the Pole, 
More fafelSing with mortal voice, unchang’d 
To hoarce or mute, though fall'n on evildayes. 
On evil dayes though" fall'll,' and evil tongues 5 
In darknefs, and with dangers compart rouud,' 
And folitude* yet not alone, while thou 
Vifit’ft my (lumbers Nightly, or when Morn- 
Purples the Eaft: dill govern thou my Song, 
Vrania, and fit audience find, though few. j 
But drive farr off the barbarous diilbnance 
Of Bacchus and his Revellers, the Race 
Of that wilde Rout that tore the Thracian Bard 
In Rhodope, where Woods and Rocks had Eares 
To rapture, till the favage clamor dround 
BothHarp and Voice , nor could the Mule defend 
Her Son. So fail not thou, who thee implore* r 
for thou art Heav*n lie, fhee an empty dreame. 
i Say Goddefs, what enfu’d when Raphael, 
The affable Arch-angel, had forewarn’d 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoftafie, by what befell in Heaven 
To thofe Apoftates, lejift the like befall 
In Paradife to Adam of his Race, 
Charg'd not to touch the interdi&ed Tree, 

; Ifl 
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If they tranfgrefs, and flight that foie command, 
Soeafily obeyd amid the choice 
Of all tafts elfe to pleafe thir appetite. 
Though wandring. He with his conforted Eve 
The ftorie heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration, and deep Mufe to heare 
Of things fo high and ftrange,things to thirthought 
So unimaginable as hate in Heav’n, 
And Warr fo neer the Peace of God in blifs 
With fuch confufion: but the evil foon 
Drivn back redounded as a flood on thofe 
From whom it fprung,impoflible to mix 
WithBleflednefs. Whence Adam foon repeal'd 
The doubts that in his heart arofe: and now 
Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 
What neerer might concern him, how this World 
Of Heavn and Earth confpicuous firft began. 
When, and whereof created, for what caufe. 
What withm^Eden or without was done 
Before hismemorie, as one whofe drouth 
Yet fcarce allay’d ftill eyes the current ftreame, 
Whofe liquid murmur heard newthirft excites. 
Proceeded thus to afk his Heav'nly Gueft. 

Great things, and full of wonder in our eares, 
Farr differing from this World, thou haft reveal’d 
Divine Interpreter, by favour fent 
Down from the Empyrean to forewarne 
Us timely of what might elfe have bin ourlofs, 
Unknown,which human knowledg could notreach; 
For which to the infinitly Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admonifhtnent ^ 
Receave with folemne purpofe to obferve 
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t what we are. But (ioee thou haft vxaitfaft 
fently for oHEJDftruftioo faiinpsrt!! • sulci Ji 
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pur knowing, as to higheft wifdom feemd. 
Deign to defcend now lower, an$l relate • 
W'hatmayno lefs perhaps ayaile.us known, \ 

plow firft began this Heavn which we behold 
Diftant fo high, with moving Fires adorad 
Innumerable, and this whiclvyeelds orfills 
AH fpace, the ambient Aire wideinterfus’d . 
Embracing round this florid Earth,, what caule 
Mov’d the Creator in his holy. Reft . ! ; *I ' 
Through all Eternitie fo late to build ; 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how foon ,,. 
Abfol v’d, if unforbid thou maiftunfould 
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What wee, not to explore the fecrets a Ike 
Of his Eternal Empire, but the more 
To magnifie his works, the more we know. 
And the great Light of Day yet wants to run 
Much of his Race though iieep, fulpenf in Heav’n 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice he h^ates, - : V" 
And longer will delay to heare thee tell » 
His Generation, and the rifing Birth 
Of Nature from the unapparentDeep : * 
Or if theStarr of Eevning and the Moon 
Haftetothy audience, Night with her will bring 
Sileqce3>andSleep liftnuig)to!thee.will watch? 
Qrwe can bidthisabfencej till thy Song 
End, and difmifs thee ere the Morning fhine. 

Thus Adam. \\i$ iliuftrous. Gueft befought: 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwerd milde. - • 
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This alfo thy requeft with caution askt 
Obtaine : though to recount Almightie works 
What words or tongue of Seraph can fuffice. 
Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canft attain, which beft may ferve 
Toglorifiethe Maker, and inferr 
Thee, alfo happier, (hall not be withheld 
Thy hearing, fuch Commiffion from above 
I have receav’d, to anfwer thy defire 
Of knowledge within bounds 3 beyond abfhin 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal’d, which thJ invifible King, 
Onely Omnifcient, hath fuppreft in Night, 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven.• 
Anoughis left befidesto fearch and know. 
But Knowledge is as food, and needs no left 

; Her Temperance over Appetite, to know 
In meafure;what the mind may well contain, 
Oppreffes elfe with Surfet, and foon turns 
Wildoin to Folly, as Nourifhment to Winder 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav n 
(So call him, brighter once amidf! the Hoff 
Of Angels, then that Starr the.,Starrs among) 
Fell with his flaming Legions through the Deep; : 
Into his place, and the great Son return'd 
Vi&orious with his Saints, .th* Omnipotent 
Eternal Father, from his Throne beheld 
Thir multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 
, At leaft our envious Foe hath faii’d,who thought 
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 
This inaccelfible high ftrength, the feat 
Of Deitie fupream, us difpoffeff. 

He 
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He trufted to have feis’d, and into fraud 
Drew many,whom thir place knows here no mores 
Yet farr the greater part have kept* I fee, 
Thir Nation, Heav’n yet populous retaines 
Number fufficient to poffefs her Realmes 
Though wide, and this high Temple to frequent 
With Minifteries due and folemn Rites : 
But leafl his heart exalt him in the harme 
Already done, to have difpeopl’d Heavn, 
My damage fondly deem’d, lean repaire 
That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 
Self-loft, and in a moment will create 
Another World, out of one man a Race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, ; 
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais’d 
They open tothemfelves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience tri’d, 
And Earth be chang’d to Heavn,&Heav’n to Earth, 
One Kingdom, Joy and Union without end. 
Mean while inhabit laxe, ye Powers of HeaV’n, 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, fpeakthou, and be it don: 
My overfhadowing Spirit and might with thee 
Mfehd along, ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heav’n and Earth, 
Boundlefs the Deep, becaufe I am w ho fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace. 
Though I uncircumfcrib'd my felf retire. 
And put not forth my goodnefs, which is free 
To aft or not,Necefiitieand Chance 
Approach not mee, and what I will is Fate. 

Sofpaketh’ Almightie, andtowhathelpake 
His 

mim 
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His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effect. 
Immediate are the A&s of Godjtnore fwift 
Then time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs offpeech be told, 

[So told as earthly notion can receave. 
[Great triumph and rejoycing was in Heav’n 
| When fuch was heard declar’d theAlmightie’s will 
jGlorie they fungto the moft High, good will 
To future men, and in thir dwellings peace : 
Glorie to him whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th* ungodly from his fight 
And th* habitations of the juft 3 to him 
Glorie and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain’d 
|Good out of evil to create, in ftead 
Of Spirits maligne a better Race to bring 
[Into thir vacantrroom, and thence difFufe 
His good to Worlds and Ages infinite. 
So fang the Hierarchies; Mean while the Son 
(On his greatf Expedition now appeer’d. 
Girt with Omnipotence, with Radiance crown’d 
Of Majeftie Divine, Sapience and Love 
(immenfe, and all his Father in himihon. 

ibout his Chariot numberlefs were pour’d 
[Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Vertues, winged Spirits, and Chariots wing’d, 
From t he Armoury of God, where ftand of old 
Myriads between two brazen Mountainslodg’d 
Againft a folemn day, harneft at hand, 
CeleftialEquipage^ and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit livd. 
Attendant on thir Lord : Heav’n op’nd wide 
Her ever during Gates, Harmonious found. 

On 
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On golden Hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glorie in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new Worlds. 
On heav’nly ground they ftood,and from theihore 
They view’d the vaft irnmeafurable Aby fs 
Outrageous as a Sea, dark, wafleful,wilde, 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious windes 
And forging waves, as Mountains to aflauft 
Heav’ns highth, and with the Center mix the Pole; 

Silence,ye troubl’d waves,and thou Deep,peace, 
Said then th’ Omnific Word, your difcord end : 

Nor (laid, but on the Wings of Cherubim [ 
Uplifted, in Paternal Glorie rode 
Farr into Chaos, and the World unborn V 
For Chaos heard his voice: him all his Traine 
Follow’d in bright proceffion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might’ 
Then ftaid the fervid Wheeles, and in his hand 
He took the golden Compaffes, prepar’d 
In Gods Eternal ftore, to circumfcribe 
This Univerfe, and all created things : 
One foot hecenter’d, and the other turn’d 
Round through the vaft profunditie obfcure. 
And faid, thus farr extend, thus farr thy bounds. 
This be thy juft Circumference, O World. 
Thus God the Heav’n created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform’d and void : Darknefs profound • 
Cover’d th’ Aby fs: but on the watriecalnie “ 
His broodingwings the Spirit of God outfpred, - 
And vital vertue infus’d, and vital warmth' - * 
Throng h o u 11 h e (1 u i d M a fs, bu t d o w nwar d pu rg d 
T he black tartareous cold infernal* dregs 25 n 1 
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Adverfe to life ; then founded, then conglob’d 
Like things to like, the reft to feveral place 
Difpartea, and between fpun out the Air, 
And Earth felf-ballanc’ton her Center hung. 

Let ther be Light, faid God, and forthwith Light 
■Ethereal,firft of things, qointefiencepure 
Sprung from the Deep, and from her Native Eaft 
To journie through the airie gloom began, 
Sphear’d in a radiant Cloud, for yet the Sun 
Was not , fhee in a cloudie Tabernacle 

24a 

Sojourn’d the while. Gqd faw the Light was good. 
And light from darknefs by the Hemifphere 
Divided: Light the Day, and Darknefs Night 
He nam’d. Thus was the firft Day Eevn and Morn: 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the Celeftial Quires, when Orient Light 
Exhaling firft from Darknefs they beheld 5 
Birth- day of Heav’n and Earth 5 with joy and fhout 
The hollow Univerfal Orb they fill’d. 
And touch't thir Golden Harps, & hymning prais'd 
God and his works, Creatour him they fung. 
Both when firft Eevning was, and when firft Morn. 

Again, God faid, let ther be Firmament 
Amid the Waters, and let it divide 
The Waters from the Waters .• and God made 
The Firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, ' 
Tranfparent, Elemental Air, diffus’d 
In circuit to the uttermoft convey 
Of this great Round : partition firm and fure, 
Tfie Waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing: for as Earth, fo hee the World 
Built on circumfluous Waters calme, in wide 

A a Cryftal- \ 
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Cryftallin; Ocean, and the'Ioadjmi-fr4fe: A| 
Of chaos fair remov'd, lead fierce extVeames \ 
Contiguous might diftemper the -wholeframe: ‘W 
And Heav'n he nam'd the Firmament: So Eev’n- ; 
AndMorning Chorm fung the fecond Day. ’ 

The Earth Was; form'd', but iritbd^$afaba&y§E 
Of Waters, Embry an immature* involv'd, ‘;r • 
Appeer’dnot : over all the face of Earth 

| Main Ocean flow'd., not idle, but withtvatnte j 
q8Q ; Prolific humour fofthiing alhher Globe,- 4 \ 

Fermented the great'Mother to confceave, 
Satiate witlvgfcriiaf itib'ifture5;w:htn Gocf laid1 
Be gather’d now ye Waters under Heavkv • 
Into one place, and let dry Land appeer. 
Immediately the Wduntains^hljge appeer 
Emergent, and tliif bfoad bai^e backs upheave ’ 
Into the Clouds, tbit tops afbendthe Skie : 
So high as heav’d the tumid Wills, fo low1 

M 

Down lunk a hollow bottom;br<Wd- anddeep? 
ed of W*rfer f*JWd tb e r they0r; :I^ 290 Capacious 

I Haded with glad precipitance^- Aiprowld; ■ 0 
! As drops on duft conglobing from the drie 5 
| Part rife in cryftaFWall^W^dge dir£<^m ; 
! For hade$ fuch flight the great command imprefs’d 
On the fwift floods : as Anhfer&t £'c$ll y 
Of Trumpet (for of 
Troop to thir Standard, fo the wdtrie throng, 
Wave rowling after Wave, w 11 ere way they found, 
If fleep,iwith tor rent rapture, if through Plaihe, 

6 Soft-ebbing y Tnor%it hfto6d; them Rock or Will, 

! But they, or under ground, or circuit; wide [ 
4 With Serpent errourwandring,'found thir way, 
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And on itheAvaihieQofe deep Channels wore > 1 
Eafie, e’reGod had bid the ground be drie, 
All but within thofe banks, wherelUvers now7 
Stream, and perpetual draw thir humid traine* 
The dryrLandj .Earth, Qnd the great receptacle 
Of congregated Waters bu call’dSeas;:. : 
An^/^v-fhatit gdod, ^md faid, .Letith' Earth 
Put forth the Verdant Grafts Herb yeiLding Seed, 
And Fruit Tree yeildingFfruit after her kind 3 
Whofe See.d'isf ib her felf upon 'the Earth . '1 j 
He fcarcer^ad ftid^rwbtnthenbare Eaftb, tili then \ 

s Defeptandbare,; unflglstly^ unadorn’d^i . 0 bn. 
Brought forth the tender Grafs, whofe verdure clad 

Her Univerfal Face with pleafant green. 
Then Herbs of every leaf, that fudden flour’d 
Op’ning thirvailipdfrcbtours, and made gay. 
Her bofom fmellii5gfwebt: andthcfeTcarceblown, j 
Forth ftour^i’ctbieklthe cluftringVine,forth crept 
The fmelling Gourd, up flood the cornie Reed 

' Embatteird* in her field : add the humble Shrub, 
AndbuftvwSfhTriz.rd hair implicit: Jaft 
.Roflf^sjn. Dance the fta’tdy Trees,.and fpred. 
Thir branches hung with copious Fruiter gemtn’d 
Thir^olloms .* with high Woods the Hills were 
With tufts tjh@ va’lMes&eachfountain fide,(crownd, | 

frhfe Rivers;! That Earth now J 
_ Seemd like * to Hea-v’n joa feab where Gods migh t 

Or wander wkh^delfght 'andlbvefo haunt (dwell,!I 
Her.faered'(hades ;thbugh God had yet not rain’d j; 
Upon the E^rthfiand xnante.-tiUthe;ground t 
None f JwJEaffeh*gdbwreI$Mhb -J 
Wdnt-up aiidWftterd aH-tlieg^roudd, and each 
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Plant of the field, which e’reit was in the Earth 
God made, and every Herb, before it grew 
On the green ftemm $ God faw that it was good : 
SoEevn and Morn recorded the Third Day. 

Again th’ Almightie fpake : Let there be Lights 
High in th* expanfe of Heaven to divide 
The Day from Night*5 and let them be for Signes, 
For Seafons, and for Dayes, and circling Years, 
And let them be for Lights as I ordaine 
Thir Office in the Firmament of Heav’n 
To give Light on the Earth 5 and it was fo. 
And God made two great Lights, greatfor thir ufe 
To Man, the greater to have rule by Day, 
The lefs by Night alterne: and made the Starrs, 
Andfet them in the Firmament of Heav n - 
To illuminate the Earth, and rule the Day 
In thir viciflitude, and rule the Night, 
And Light from Darknefs to divide. God faw$ 
Surveying his great Work, that it was good : 
For of Geleftial Bodies firft the Sun 
A mightie Spheare he framd, unlightfom firfl-, 
Though of Ethereal Mould: then form'd the Mbon 
Globofe, and everie magnitude of Starrs, 
And fowd with Starrs the Heav’n thick as a field ; 
Of Light by farr the greater part he took, 
Tranfplanted from her cloudie Shrine, and plac’d 
In the Suns Orb, made porous to receive ! 
And drink the liquid Light, firm to retaine 
Her gather’d beams,great Palace now of Light. 
Hither as to thir Fountain other Starrs 
Repairing, in thir gold’n Urns draw Lights 
And hence t he Morning Planet guilds his horns^ 
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By tin&ure or retle&ion they augment 
Thir fmal] peculiar, though from human fight 
So farr remote, with diminution feen. 
Firft in his Eaft the glorious Lamp was feen, 

[Regent of Day, and all th’ Horizon round 
Inverted with bright Rayes, jocond to run 
His Longitude through Heav ns high roderthe gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc'd 
Shedding fweet influence: lefs bright the Moon 
But oppofite in leveld Weft was fet 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her Light - 
From him, for other light (he needed none 
Tn thatafpeft, and (till that diftance keepes 
Till night, then in the Eaft her turn (he (hines* 
Revolvd on Heav’ns great Axle, and her Reign 
With thoufandlefler Lights dividual holds, 
With thoufand thoufandStarres,that then appeer'd 
Spangling the Hemifphere : then firft adornd 
With thir bright Luminaries that Set and Rofe, 
Glad Eevning & gladMorncrownd the fourth day. 

And God (aid, let the Waters generate 
Reptil with Spawn abundant, living Soule : 
And let Fowle flie above the Earth, with wings 
Difplayd on theop’n Firmament of Heav n. 
And God created the great Whales,and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteouily 
The waters generated by thir kindes, r „ ' r 
And every Bird of wing after his kinder r* , 
And faw that it was good,and blefs’d them, faying. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the Seas y • .: ; A 
And Lakes and running Streams the waters fill $ , 
jAnd let the Fowle bemultiply’d on the Earth. 

Forth- 
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Forthwith the Sounds and Seas, each Greek &Bay 
With Frie innumerable fwarme, and Shoales 
Of Fifh that with thir Finns and (hining Scales 
Glide under the green Wave, in Sculles that oft 
Bank the mid Sea : part Sngle or with mate 
Graze the'Sea weed thir pafture,& through Groves 
Of-Coral (tray, or fporting with quick glance 
Show to theStin thir wav’d coatsdropt with Gold, 
Or in thir Pearlie (hells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment, ur*under Rocks thir food 
In jointed Armour watch : on fmdoth the Seale, 
And bended Dolphins play .* part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unweildie, enormous in thir Gate 
Tempefi: the Ocean: there. Leviathan : 
Huge-ft of living Creatures, on the Deepfcrfcwfe 
Stretcht like a Prornontorie deeps ar fwiiwntes. 
And feems a moving Land, and at his GiikisJ d.i 
prawsin,and at hisTrunck fpouts out a Sea. 
Mean while the tepid Caves, and Fens and (hoares 
Thir Brood as Numerous hatch, ffontthe Eggih&t 
puifting with kindly* rupture forth difclos’d (foon 
Thir callow young, but featherd foon and fledge 
Theyfumm'd thirPenns,andfearingth’ airTublime 
Withclangrdefpis5d.the ground,undera cloud i 
fn prqfpe'd i there the Eagle and thb Sldifeip i> 
bnCliffs and Cedar tops thir Eyfies build : ii k 
Part loofly wing the Riegion,'part more wife - 
In common, rang’d infigure wedge thir Way, 
Intelligent of feafons, and fetforth -brut 
Thir Ai^rie Caravan high over Sea’s ag 
Flying, and oVerLands witkmutii-al wing . 
Eafing thir flighty fo tears the prudent Cr&ne* 

Her 
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[Her annual Voiage, born on Windes j the Aire 
Floats,asthey pafs,fann'd with unnumber’d plumes: 
From Branch to Branch the (mailer Birds with fong 
Solac’d the Woods, and fpred thir painted wings j 
Till Ev’n,nor then the folemn Nightingal ) 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun’d her foft layes: 
Others on Silver Lakes and’Rivers Bath’d j 
Thir downieBrefts the Swan with Arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly,Rowes 
Her ftate with Oarie feet: yet oft they quit 

; The Dank, arid fifing on ftiff Pennons, towre 
The mid Aereal Skie: Others on ground * 
Walk’d firm^thecrefted Cock whofe clarion founds 
The filent hours, and-th* other whofe gay Traine 
Adorns him, colour’d with the Florid hue 

' j Of. Raiftbbws and Starrie Eyes. The Waters thu$ 
vVkH Fifh replehiftit, and the Aire with Fowle, | 

I Ev’ning and Morn folemriiz’d the Fift day. 
The Sixt, and of Creation la ft arofe 

With Eevnirig Harps and Mattin, when God laid, 
I Let th* Earth bring forth Fowle living in her kinde, 

Cattel and Creeping things,and Bead of the Barth1, 
Each in their kinde. The Earth obey’d, and (trait 
Opening her fertil Woomb teem’d at a Birth 
Innumerous living Creatures, perfet femes, 
Limb’d arid full grown : out of the ground up rofp 
As from his Laire the wilde Be a ft where he wonns 
In Forreft wilde, in Thicket, Brake, or Den 5 
Among the Trees in Pairs they rofe, they walk’d e 
The Cattel in the Fields and Meddowes green : 

fThofe rare and folitarie, thefe in flocks. 
Pafturing at once, and in broad Herds:upipriinj[. 
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The graffie Clods now Calv'd, now half appeer’d 
The Tawnie Lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from Bonds, 
And Rampant (hakes his Brinded mains the Ounce, 
TheLibbard, andtheTyger, as the Moale 
Rifing, the crumbl'd Earth above them threw 
In Hillocks s thefwift Stag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head .- fcarle from his mould 
Behemoth biggeft born of Earth upheav’d 
His vaftnefs .• Fleec’t the Flocks and bleating ro£e. 
As Plants; ambiguous between Sea and Land 
The River Horfe and fcalie Crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 
Infeft or Worme 5 thofe wav’d thir limber fans 
For wings, and fmaJleft Lineaments exa£f 
In all the Liveries de& of Summers pride 
Withfpotsof Gold and Purple, azure and green: 
Thefe as a line thir long dimenfion drew. 
Streaking the ground with finuous trace 5 not all 
Minims of Nature , fome of Serpent kinde 
Wondrous in length and corpulence involv’d 
Thir Snakie foulds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The Parflmonious Emmet, provident 
Of future, in fmall room large heart enclos’d. 
Pattern of juft equalitie perhaps 
Hereafter, join’d in her popular Tribes 
Of Commonaltie .• fwarming next appeer’d 
The Femal Bee that feeds her Husband Drone 
Delicioufly, and builds her waxen Cells 
With Honey ftor’d : the reft are numberlels, 
A’d thou thir Natures know’ft, and gav’ft them 
Needleft to thee repeaed^ nor unknown (Names, 

The 
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The Serpent fu'ttl'ft Beaft of all the field, 
Of huge extent fomtimes, with brazen Eyes 
And hairie Main terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy cal). 
Now Heav’nin all her Glorie (hon, and rowld 
Her motions,as the great firft-Movers hand 
Firft wheeld thircourfe^ Earth in her rich attire 
Confuinmate lovly fmil’d 5 Aire, Water, Earth, 
By Fowl,Fifh,Beaft,was flown,was fwum,was walk 
Frequent $ and of the Sixt day yet remain’d $ 
There wanted yet the Mafter work, the end 
Of all yet don 5 a Creature who not prone 
And Brute as other Creatures, but endu'd 
With Sandtitie ofReafon,mighr ereft 
His Stature, and upright with Front ferene 
Govern the reft, felf-knowing, and from thence 
Magnanimous tocorrefpond withHeav’n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heartand voice and eyes 
'Direfted in Devotion, to adore 
And worfhip GodSupream, who made him chief 
Of all his works: therefore the Omnipotent 
Eternal Father ^ For where is not hee 
PrefeiitJ thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
jin our fimilitude, and let them rule 
I Over the Fifh and Fowleof Sea and Aire, 
'Beafi: of the Field, and overall the Earth, 
| And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
Thh faid, he forn d thee, Adam, thee O Man 
Duftof the ground, and in thy nofkils breath’d 
The breath of Life } in his own Image hee 
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Created thee, in the Image of God 
Exprefs, and thou becamTt a living Soul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 

530 Femal for Race} then blefs’d Mankinde5and faid. 
Be fruitful, multiplie, and fill the Earth, 
Subdue it, and throughout Dominion hold 
Over Fifli of the Sea, and Fowleof theAire, 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet difiinft by name, thence, as thou know’ft 
He brought thee into this delicious Grove, 
This Garden, planted with the Trees of God, 
Deleftable both to behold and tafte , 

540 And freely all thirpleafant fruit for food . , 
Gave thee,all forts are here that all th’Earth yeelds, 
Varietie without end 3 but of the Tree 
Which tailed works knowledge of Good and Evil, 
Thou mai’ftnot , in the day thou eat’ft,,thoudi’ft^ 
Death is the penaltiedmpos’d, beware, '' 
And govern well thy appetite, leaft fin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finiffrd hee s and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold alhwas entirely good 3 

55° So Ev*n and MorU accomplifh’d the Sixt day : 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 1 T 
Defifting, though unwearied^ up returnd [l1 

Up to the Heav'n of Heav ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created World 
Th’addition of his Empire , how it fhew'd ; 
In profpeft from his Throne, how good,how ffirq^ 
Anfwering his great Idea. Up he rode 
Followd with acclamation and the found 

1 . ' - • Sympho- 

a 



Paradife loft. Book 7, 

Symphonious of ten thoufand Harpes that tun’d 
Angelic harmonies r the Earth, the Aire 
Refounded, (thouremember ft, for thou heardft) 
The Heav’ns and all the Confiellations rung, 
The Planets inthir Rations liR’ning Rood, 
While the bright Pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlaRing Gates, they fung. 
Open, ye Heav’ns, your living dores3 let in 
The great Creator from his work returnd 
Magnificent, his Six days work, a World 3 
Open, and henceforth oft 3 for God willdeigne 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juR Men 
Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged Meffengers 
On errands of fupernal Grace. So fung 
The glorious Train afcending: He through Heav’n, 
That open’d wide her blazing Portals, led 
To Gods Eternal houfe dired the way, 
Abroad and ample rode, whofe duR is Gold 
And pavement Starrs, as Starrs to thee appeer, 
Seen in the Galaxie, that Milkie way 
Which nightly as a circling Zone thou feeR j 
Pouderd with Starrs. And now on Earth the Sea- 
Eev’ning arofe in Eden^ for the Sun (venth 
Was fet, and twilight from the EaRcameon, i 
Forerunning Night 3 when at the holy mount 
Of Heav ns high-feated top, th* Impereal Throne 
Of Godhead , fixt for ever firm and fure, 
The Filial Power arriv’d, and fate him down 
With his great Father (for healfowent 
Invifible, yet Raid (fuch priviledge 1 
Hath Omniprefence; and the work ordain’d, 1 
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Author and end of all things, and from work 
Now refting, blefs’d and hallowd theSeav'nthday, 
As refting on that day from all his work. 
But not in filence holy kept} the Harp 
Had work and refted4K>t, the folemn Pipe, 
And Dulcimer, all Organs of fweet flop. 
All founds onFret by String or Golden Wire 
Temper’d foft Tunings, intermixt with Voice 
Choral or tlnifon : of incenfe Clouds 
Fuming from Golden Cenfers hid the Mount. 
Creation and the Six dayes afts they fung , . 
Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 
Thy powers what thought can meafure thee or 
Relate thee} greater now in thy return (tongue 
Then from the Giant Angels, thee that day , 
Thy 1 bunders magnift’d } but to create 
Is greater then created to deftroy. 
Who can impair thee, mighty King^ or bound 
Thy Empire? eaiily the proud attempt 
Of Spirits apoftatand thir Counfels vaine 
Thou haft repeld, while irnpioufly they thought 
Thee to diminilb, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worlhippers. Who feekes 
To Itflenthee, againft his purpofe ferves 
To mznifeft the more thy might : his evil 
Thou ufeft, and from thence creat’d: more good. 
Witnefs this new-made World, another Heavu 
From Heaven Gate not farr, founded in view 
On the deer Hyaline, the Glaffie Sea} 
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with Starr’s 
Numerous, and every Starr perhaps a World 
Of deftind habitation} but thou know’ft 
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Thir feafons; among thefethe feat of men. 
Earth with her nether Ocean circumfus’d, 
Thir pleafant dwelling place. Thrice happie men. 
And Ions of men, whom God hath thus advance, 
Created in his Image, there to dwell 
And worfhip’lmn, and in reward to rule 
Over his Works, on Earth, in Sea, or Air, 
And multiply a Race of Worfhippers 
Holy and juft.* thrice happie if they know 
Thir happinefs, and perfevere upright. 

So fung they, and the Empyrean rung, 
With Hailelniahs: Thus was Sabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfill’d, that ask’d 
How firft this World and face of things began, 
And what before thy memorie was don 
From the beginning, that pofteritie 
Informd bythee might know 5 if elfe thou feekft 
Aught, not furpaffing human meafure, fay. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully repli’d. 
What thanks fufficient, or what recompence 
Equal have I to render thee. Divine 
Hyftorian, who thus largely haft allayd 
The thirfti had of knowledge, and vputfafa 
This friendly condefcention to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heard 
VVith winder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glorie attributed to the high 
Creator^ fome thing yet of doubt remaines. 
Which onely thy Solution can refolve. 
When I behold this goodly Frame, thisVVTorld 
Of Heav’nand Earth confifting, and compute, 
Thir magnitudes, this Earth a fpot, a graine, 
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An Atom, with the Firmament compar’d 
And ail her numberd Starrs, that feem to rowle 
Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch 
Thir diftance argues and thir fwift return 
Diurnal) meerly to officiate light 
Round this opaCous Earth{ this' pun&ual fpot, 
One day and night 5 in all thir vaft furvey 
Ufelefs befides, reafonirig I oft admire. 
How Nature wife and frugal could commit 
Such d if proportions, with fuperfluous hand 
So many nobler Bodies to create, 
Greater fo manifold to this oneufe. 
For aught appeers, and on thir Orbs impofe 
Such reftlefs revolution day by day 
Repeated, while the fedentarie Earth, 
That better might with farr lefs compafs move, 
Serv’d by more noble then her feIf, attaines 
Her end without lead motion, and receaves. 
As Tribute fuch a fumlefs journey brought 
Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light 5 . 
Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs Number Failes; 

So fpake our Sire, and by his count’nance feemd 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abdrufe, which Eve 
Perceaving where die fat retir’d in light,. .. 
With lowlinefs Majeffic from her feat. 
And Grace that won who faw to wifh her day, 
Rofe,and went forth among her Fruits and Flours, 
To vifit how they profper cl, bud and bloom, 
Her Nurferie $ they at her coming fprung 
And toucht’by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 
Yet went fhe not, as not with fuch difcourfe : 
Delighted,' or not capable hereare 

Of 
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Of what was high : fuch pleafure file referv’d, 
Adam relating, Ihe foie Auditrefs 5 
Her Husband the Elelater (he preferr’d 
Before the Angel* and of him to ask 
Chofe rather 3 hee, fhe knew would intermix 
Grateful digreffions, and folvehigh difpute 
With conjugal Careffes, from his Lip 
Not Words alone pleas'd her, O when meet now 
Such pairs, in Love arid mutual Honour joyn'd ? 
With Goddefs-like demeanour forth fhe went 3 
Not unattended, for on her as Queen 
A pomp of winning Graces waited ftill. 
And from about her fhot Darts of defire 
Tnto all Eyes to wifh her ftill in fight. 
And Raphael now to Adam’s doubt propos’d 
Benevolent and facil thus repli’d. 

To ask or fearch I blame thee not, for Heav'n 
Is as the Book of God before thee fet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous Works, and learne 
His Seafons, Hours, or Days* or Months, or Yeares v 
This to attain^ Whether Heav’n move or Earth, 
Imports not, if th’ou reck’n right, the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architeft 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann’d by them who ought 
father admire 5 or if they lift to try ‘ 
Conjefture, he his Fabric of the HeaVns 
Hath left to thir difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at thir quaint Opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they dome to model Heav’n * 
And calculate the Starrs, how they willweild 
The mightie frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
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To fave appeerances, how gird theSphear 
With Centric and Eccentric fcribTcI o’rc. 
Cycle and Epicycle, Orb in Orb : 
Alreadie by thy reafoning this I guefs, 
Who art to lead thy ofspring, and fuppofeft 
That Bodies bright and greater fhould not ferve 
The lefsnot bright,nor Heavn fuch journiesrun, 
Earth fitting ftill,when (he alone receaves 
The benefit: confider firft, that Great 
Or Bright inferrs not Excellence: the Earth 
Though, in companion of Heav’n, fo final!. 
Nor glittering, may of (olid good containe 
More plenty then the Sun that barren fhines, 
Whofevertue on it felf vvorkes no effcft, 
But in the fruitful Earthy there fir ft receavd 
His beams, una&iveelfe, thir vigor find. 
Yet not to Earth are thofe bright Luminaries 
Officious, but to thee Earths habitant. 
And for the Heav’ns wide Circuit, let itfpeak 
The Makers high magnificence, who built 
Sofpacious, and his Line ftretchtotit fofarrs 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own $ 
An Edifice too large for him to fill, : 
Lodg’d in a final! partition, and the reft 
Ordain’d for ufes to his Lord beft known, 
f he fwiftnefsof thofe Circles attribute, 
T hough numbe fiefs, to his Omnipotence, 
That to corporeal fubftances could adde 
Speed almoft Spiritual 5 meethou thinkft not flow, 
Who fince the Morning hour fct out from Heav’n 
Where God refides, and ere mid-day arriv’d 
In Eden, dift^nce inexpteffible 

By 
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By Numbers that have name. But this I urge. 
Admitting Motion in the Heav’ns, to (hew 
Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd , 
Not that l lb affirm, though fa it feem 
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on Earth. 
God to remove his wayes from human fenfe. 
Plac'd Heavnfrom Earth fo farr,that earthly fight. 
If it prefume, might erre in things too high, 
And no advantage gaine. What if the Sun 
Be Center to the World, and other Starrs. 
By his attra&ive vertue and thir own ^ 
Incited, dance about him various pounds ? 
Thir wandring courfe now higb,no# low,then hid, 
Progreffive, retrograde, or ftanding ftill. 
In fix thou feeft, and what if fev’nth to thefe 
The Planet Earth, fo ftedfaft though fhe feem, 
Infenfibly three different Motions move? 
Which elie to feveral Sphears thou muft afcribe, 
Mov’dcontrarie with thwart obliquities, 
OrfavetheSun his labour, and that fwift 
Nofturnal and Diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 
Invifible elfe above all Starrs, the Wheele 
Of Day and Night, which needs not thy beleefe. 
If Earth induftiious of her felf fetch Day 
Travelling Eaft, andwith'her partaverfe 
From the Suns beam meet Night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. Whatif.that light 
Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous aire. 
To the terreftrial Moon be as a Starr 
Enlightriing her by Day, as fhe by Night 1 
This Earth? reciprocal, if Land be there, 
Feilds and Inhabitants: Her fpots thou feeft 

C c ' As I 

770 

780 



Book 7. Paradije lofl. I 

79° 

800 

8lO 

As Clouds, and Clouds may rain, and Rain produce 
Fruits in her foft'nd Soile, for fome to eate 
Allotted there 5 and other Suns perhaps 
Withthir attendant Moons thou wilt defcrie 
Communicating Male and Femal Light, 
Which two great Sexes animate the World, 
Stor'd in each Orb perhaps with fome that live. 
For fuchvaft room in Nature unpofleft 
By living Soule, defert and defolate, 
Onelyto fhine, yet fcarce to contribute 
Each Orb a glimps of Light,coriveyd fo farr 
Down to this h|* 'table, which returnes 
Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 
But whether thus thefe things, or whether not, 
Whether the Sun predominant in Heav’n 
Rife on the Earth, or Earth rife on the Sun, 
Hee from the Eaft his flaming rode begin, 
Or Shee from Weft her filent courfe advance 
With inoffenfive pace that fpinning fleeps 
On her foft Axle, while (he paces Eev’n, 
And bears thee foft with the fmooth Air along, 
Sollicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 
Leave them to God above, him ferve and feare} 
Of other Creatures, as him pleafes beft, 
Wherever plac’t, let him difpofe: joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy faire Eve$ Heav’n is for thee too high 
To know what paffes there 5 be lowlie wife : 
Think onely what concernes thee and thy being 3 
Dream not of other Worlds, what Creatures there 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree. 
Contented that thus farr hath been reveal’d 
: Not 
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Not of Earth onely but of higheft Heavn. 
To whom thus Adam cleerd of doubt, replied. v 

How fully haft thou fatisfi’d mee, pure 
Intelligence of Heav’n, Angel ferene. 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live. 
The eafieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the Tweet of Life, from which 
God hath bid dwell farr off all anxious-cares, 
And not moleftus, unlefs we our felves 
Seek them with wandring thoughts, and notions 
But apt the Mind or Fancie is to roave (vainc. 
llncheckt, and of her roaving is no end } 
Till warn d,or by experience taught, fhe learne, 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From life, obfcure andTuttle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily lifeP : 
Is the prime Wifdom, what is more, is fume. 
Or emptinefs, or fond impertinence, 
And renders us in things that moft concerne 
Unpra&is'd, unprepar d, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Ufeful, whence haply mention may arife 
Of fomthing not unfeafonable to ask 
By fufferance, and thy wonted favour deign’d. 
Thee I have heard relating what was don 
Ere my remembrance: now hear mee relate 
My Storie, which perhaps thou haft not heard } 
And Day is yet not fpent \ till then thou feeft 
How futtly to detainethee I devife, 
Inviting theeto hear whilel relate, u. 
Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply: ’v 
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For while I fit with thee,1 lee in in Heavh^ 
And Tweeter thy difcourfe is to my eare 
Then Fruits of Palm-tree pleafantefl tothirfb 
And hunger both^from labour, at the houre 
Of Tweet, repair 3 theyfatiate, and Toon fill, (vine 
Though pleafant, but thy words w7ith Grace Di- 
Imbu'd, bring to thir fweetnefs nofatietie. * 
To whom thus Raphaelantwcr’d heav’nly. meek.- 

Nor are thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men, . 
Nor tongue ineloquent 3 for God on thee 
Ablmdantly his gifts liathalTopourld .. ■ 
Inward and outward both, his image faire: 
Speaking or mute all comlinefs and grace: 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion formes. 
Nor lefs think wee Jn Heav’n of thee on Earth 
Then of our fellow .fervant^and inquire V 
Gladlyintothe wayes of God with Man: 
For God we Tee hath honour’d thee, and Tet>>. 
On Man his equal Love : fay therefore on y 
For I that Day ;was. abfent,\as befell, 
Bound on a voyage: uncouth and obfeure, 1 

Farr on excurfion toward the Gates of Hell 5 
Squar’d in full Legion (fuch ©ommand we had) 
Tq fee that none thence ifTu’d forth a fpie, 
Orenern'ie, while God was in his wTork, 
Lead hee inceulbat fu'ch eruption bold, 
DeftrujSioa with Creation might have mixt. 
Not that they durft without his ;lcave attempt. 
But us he Tends upon his high behefts 
For (fate, asSovon King, and to enure* 
Our prompt obedience. Fad we found, fad fiiut 
The diffnal Gates, and barricado’d drong 3 
v-i '• ' f But i 
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But long ere our approaching heard within 
N.oife3 other then the fotind of Dance or Song., 
Torment, andlowd lament, and furious rage. 
Glad we return’d up to thecoafts of Light 
Ere Sabbath Eev’ning : fo we had in charge. 
But thy relation now$ for I attend, 
Pleas’d with thywords no lefs then thou with mine. 

So fpake the Godlike Power, and thus our Sire. 
For Man to tell how human Life began 
Is hard 3 for who himfelf beginning knew ? 
Defire with thee ftill longer to converfe 
Induc’d me. As new wak’t from foundeft fleep • 
Soft on the flourie herb I found me laid 
In Balmie Sweat, which with his Beames the Sun 
Soon dri’d, and on the reaking moifiure fed. 
Strait toward Hcav’n my wondring Eyes I turnd, 
And gaz’d a while the ample Skie, till rais’d 
By quick inftinftive motion up I fprung, 
As thitherward endevoring, and upright 
Stood on my feet 3 about me round l faw 
Hilk Dale, and fliadie Woods, and funnie Plaines, 
And liquid Lapfe of murmuring Streams, by thefe. 
Creatures that livd, and movd, and walk’d,or flew, 
Birds on the branches warbling 3 all t hings fmiFd- 
With fragrance and'Vtithjoy my heart of-cftow'd. 
Myfelf I then perus’d, and Limb by Limb 
Survey’d, and fometimes went, and fometimes^ran 
With fupple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what caufe, 
Knew noto to fpeak I tri’d, and forthwith fpake, 
My Tongue obey’d and readily could name 
What ere Lfaw. Thou Sun, Laid 1, faireLight, 
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And thou enlight nd Earth, fo frefti and gay. 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and PI aines. 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell, 
Tel!, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 
Not of my felf 5 by fome great Maker then, 
In goodnefs and in power preeminent ■; 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, ' 
From whom I have that thus 1 move and live, 
And feel that I am happier then I know* 
While thus I call*d,and (fray’d I knew not whither. 
From where l firft drew Aire, and firft beheld 
This happie Light, when anfwer none return’d. 
On a green (hadie Bank profufe of Flours 
Penfive I fate me down 5 there gentle fleep 
Firft found me, and with foft oppreffion feis’d 

I My droufed fenfe, untroubl’d, though I thought 
I then was palling to my former ftate 
Infenfible, and forthwith to diffolve : 
When fuddenly ftood at my Head a dream, 
Whofe inward apparition gently mov’d 
My Fancy to believe I yet had being. 
And livd : One came, methought, of fhape Divine, 
And faid, thy Manfion wants thee, Adam, rife, 
Firft Man, of Men innumerable ordain’d 
Firft Father, call’d by thee I come thy Guide 
To the Garden of blifs, thy feat prepar’d. 
So faying, by the hand he took me rais’d. 
And over Fields and Waters, as in Aire 
Smooth Hiding without ftep, laft led me, up 
A woodie Mountain 5 whofe high top was plaine, 
A Circuit wide, enclos’d, with goodlieft Trees 
Planted, with Walks, and Bowers, that what I faw 

' ^ ' Of 
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Of Earth before fcarfe pleafant feemd. Each Tree/' 
Load’n with faired: Fruity that hung to the Eye 
Tempting, ftirr’d in me fudden appetite 
To pluck and eate 5 whereat I wak’d^ and found 
Before mine Eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively (liadowd : Here had new begun 
My wandring, had not hee who was my Guide 
Up hither, from among the Trees appeer’d. 
Prefence Divine. Rejoycing, but with a\v% 
In adoration at his feet I fell 
Submifsrhe rear’d me, & Whom thou foughtftlam, 
Said miidely. Author of all this thou feed 
Above, or round about thee or beneath. 
This Paradife I give thee, count it thine 
To Till and keep, and of the Fruit to eate: 
Of every Tree that in the Garden growes 
Eate freely with glad heart 5 fear here no dearth : 
But ofthe Tree whofe operation brings 
Knowledg of good and ill, which I have fet 
The Pledge of thy Obedience and thy Faith, 
Amid the Garden by the Tree of Life, 
Remember what I warnethee, (hun to tafte. 
And fhun the bitter confequence: for know, 
The day thou eat’ft thereof, my foie command 
Tranfgreft, inevitably thou fhalt dye 5 
From that day mortal, and this happie State 
Shalt loofe, expell’d from hence into a World 
Of woe and forrow. Sternly he pronounc’d 
The rigid interdiftion, which refounds 
Yet dreadful in mine eare, though in my choice 
Not to incur 5 butfoon his cleer afpeft 
(Return’d and gratious purpofe thus renew’d. 
1} ■ . - / . • - Not 
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Not onely thefe fair bounds, but all 'the Earth 
To thee and to thy Race I give 5 as Lords 
Pcffefs itj and all things that therein live. 
Or live in Sea, or Aire,Beaft, Fifh, and Fowle. 
In figne whereof each-Bird and Bead behold 
After thir kindes 5 I bring them to receave 
From thee thir Names, and pay thee fealtie 
With low fubje&ion 5 underftand the fame 
Of Fi(h within thir watry refidence. 
Not hither fummond, fince they cannot change 
Thir Element to draw the thinner Aire. 
As thus be fpake, each Bird and Bead: behold 
Approaching two and two, -Thefe cowring low 
With blandifhmentj each Bird (loop'd on his wing, 
r nam’d them, as they pafs’d, and underftood 
Thir Nature, with fuchknowledg God endu'd 
My fudden apprehenfion: but in thefe 
I found not what me thought I wanted (till 3 
And to the Heav’nly vifion thus prefum’d.. 

O by what Name, for thou above all thefe. 
Above mankinde,or aught then mankinde higher, 
Surpafieft farr my naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this Univerfe, 
And all this good to man, for whofe well being 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou hafr provided all things: but with mee 
I fee not who partakes. Infolitude 
What Jmppinefs, who can enjoy alone, 
Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus Iprefumptuous} and the vifion bright. 
As with afmile more bright’nd, thus repli’d. 

What cairft thou folitude, is not the Earth 
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With various living creatures, and the Aire 
Replenifht, and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee, know'll thou not 
Thir language anti thir wayes, they alfo know, 
And reafon not contemptibly 3 with thefe 
Find pa (lime, and beare rule 5 thy Realm is large. 
So fpake the Univerfal Lord, and feem’d 
So ordering. I with leave of fpeech implor'd. 
And humble deprecation thus repJi’d. 

Let not my words offend thee, Heav’nly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while Lfpeak. 
Haft thou not made me here thy fubftitute. 
And thefe inferiour farr beneath me fet} 
Among unequals what focietie 

|Can fort, what harmonie or true delight ? 
| Which muft be mutual, in proportion due 
.Giv’n and receiv'd 5 but in difparitie 
jThe one interne, the other ftill remifs 
Cannot well fuite with either, butfoon prove 

j Tedious alike .• Of fellowship I fpeak 
ISuch as I feek, (it to participate 
All rational delight, wherein the brute 
Cannot be human confort 3 they rejoyce 
Each with thir kinde. Lion with Lionels^ 
So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin’d 5 
Much kfs can Bird with Beafr, orFifh withFowle 

jSo well converfe, nor with the Ox the Ape 3 
Worf then can Man with Beaft, and leaf! of all. 

Whereto th* Almighty anfwer’d,not difpleas’d. 
A nice and futtle happifiefs I fee 
Thou to thy felf propofeft, inthechoke 
Of thy Affoeiates, Acim> and wilt tafte 
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No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitarie. 
What thinkft thou then of mee3 and this my State3 
Seem I to thee fufficiently pofleft 
Of happinefs3or not ? who am alone 
From all Eternitie, for none I know 
Second to mee-or like3 equal muchlefs. 
How have I then with whom to hold converfe 
Save withthe Creatures which I made3 and thofe 
To me inferiour3 infinite defcents 
Beneath what other Creatures are to thee ? 

Heceas’dj I lowly anfwer'd. Toattaine 
The highth and depth of thy Eternal wayes 
All human thoughts come (hort3 Supream of things} 
Thou in thy felf art perfet, and in thee 
Is no deficience found 5 not To is Man, 
But in degree 5 the caufe of his clefire 
By conversation with his like to heJp3 
Orfolace his defeds. No need that thou 
Shouldft propagat, already infinite} 
And through all numbersabfolute3though One} 
But Man by number is to manifeft 
His (ingle imperfedion 3 and beget 
Like of his like, his Image mu!tip!i’d3 
In unitie defedive3 which requires ; * ^ 
Collateral love 3 and deereft arnitie. 
Thou in thy fecrefie although alone3 
Bed with thy felf accompanied, feek’ft not 
Social communication, yet fo pleas’d, 
Canft raifethy Creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of Union or Communion5 deifi’d } 
I by converfing cannot thefe ered 
From prone, nor in thir wayes complacence find. 

Thus i 
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Thus I embold’nd fpake, and freedom us’d 
Permiffive, and acceptance found, which gain’d 
This anfwer from the gratious voice Divine. 

Thus farr to try thee, Ad<wt, I was pleas’d, 
And finde thee knowing not of Beads alone, 
Which thou had rightly nam’d, but of thy felf, 
Expreffing well the fpirit within thee free , 
My Image, not imparted to the Brute, 
vVhofe fellowfhip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reafon was thou freely (houldft didike. 
And be fo minded dill 5 I, ere thou fpak’d. 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 
And no fuch companie as then thou faw'd 
Intended thee, for trial onely brought. 
To fee how thou could’d judge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring fhall pleafethee, beafTur’d, 
Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 
Thy with, exaftly to thy hearts defiie. 

Hee ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his Heav’nly overpowerd. 
Which it had long dood under,dreind to the highth 
In that celedial Colloquie fublime. 
As with an object that excels the fenfe, 
'Dazl’d and fpent, funk down, and fought repair 
Of deep, which indantly fell on me, call’d 
By Nature as in aide, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos’d, but op’n left the Cell 
Of Fanciemy internal fight, by which 
Abdraft as in a tranfe methought I faw. 
Though deeping, where 1 lay, and faw the fiiape 
Still glorious before whom awake I dood , 
Who dooping op’nd my left fide, and took 
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From thence a Rib, with cordial fpirits warme. 
And Life-blood dreaming frefTi 3 wide was the 
But fuddenly with flefh fill'd up Sc heal’d: (wound., 
The Rib he formd and fafhond with his hands 3 
Under his forming hands a Creature grew, 
Manlike;but different fex, fo lovly faire, 
That what feemd fair in all the World, feemd now 
Mean, or in her fummd up, in her containd \ 
And in her looks, which from that time infus’d 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 
And into all things from her Aiteinfpifd 
The fpirit of love and amorous delight. 
Shedifappeerd, and left me dark, I wak’d 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure: 
When out of hope, behold her, not farr off. 
Such as I faw her in my dream, adornd 
With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 
To make her amiable .• On (be came. 
Led by her Heav’nly Maker, though unfeen. 
And guided by his voice, nor uninformd 
Of nuptial Sanftitie and marriage Rites : 
Grace was in all her fteps, Heav’n in her Eye, 
In every gefture dignitie and love. 
I overjoyd could not forbear aloud. 
This turn hath made amends 3 thou haft fulfill’d 

Thy words. Creator bounteous andbenigne, 
Giver of all things faire, but faired this 
Of all thy gifts, nor enVieft. I now fee > 
Bone of my Bone, Flefh of my Flefh, my Self 
Before me 3 Woman is her Name, of Man 
Extracted 3 for thiscaufe he (hall forgoe 

T . Father . 



Paradife loft.- Book y. 

Father and Motherland to his Wife adhere 5 
And they (hall be one Flefti, one Heart, one Soule. 
She heard me thus,and though divinely brought. 

Yet Innocence and Virgin Modeftie, 
Her vertue and theconfcienceof her worth. 
That would be woo’d, and not unfought be won, 
Nof obvious, not obtrufive, but retir’d. 
The more defirable, or to fay all. 
Nature her felf, though pure of finfbl thought, 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, (he turn’d 3 
I follow’d her, (he what was Honour knew, 
And with obfequious Majeftie approv’d 
.My pleaded reafon^ To the Nuptial Bowrd 
I led her blufhing like the Morn : all Heav’n, 
And happie Gonftellations on that houre - 
Shedthir feleftefi: influence 3 the Earth 
Gavefignof gratulation, and each Hill 3 
Joyous the Birds 3 frefh Gales and gentle Aires 
Whifper’d it to the Woods, and from thir wings 
Flung Rofe, flung Odours from the (picie Shrub, 
Difporting, till the amorous Bird or Night 
Sung Spoufal, and bidhaftethe Eevning Starr 
On his Hill top, to light the bridal Lamp. 
Thus I have told theeall my State, and brought 
My Storie to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and mud confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 
As us’d or not, works in the mind no change. 
Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 
I mean of Tafte,Sight,Smel!,Herbs;>Fruits,8eFlours, 
Walks, and the melodic of Birds 3 but here 
Farr otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranf 
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Tranfported touchy here paffionfirft I felt, 
Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments elfe 
Superiour and unmov'd, here onely weake 
Agiinft the charm of Beauties powerful glance. 
Or Nature faild in mee, and left fome part 
Not proof enough fucbr Gbjeft to fuftain, 
Or from my fide fubdu&ing, took perhaps 
More then enough 3 at lea ft on her beftow’d 
Too much of Ornament, in outward (hew 
Elaborate, of inward lefs exaft. 
For well I underftand in the prime end 
Of Nature her th* inferiour, in the mind 
And inward Faculties, which moft excel], 
In outward alfo her refembling lefs 
His Image who made both, and lefs expreffing ’ 
The charafter of that Dominion giv’n 
O re other Creatures 3 yet when I approach 
Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fhe feems 
And in her felf compleat, fo well to know 
Her own, that what (he wills to do or fay. 
Seems wifeft, vertuoufeft,difcreeteft, befi"3 
All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded, Wifdom in difcourfe with her 
Loofes difcount’nanc’t, and like folly (hewes 3 
Authoritie and Reafon on her waite. 
As one intended firft, not after made 
Occafionally 3 and to confummate all, 
Greatnefsof mind and noblenefs thir feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
Abouther, as a guard Angelic plac’t. 
To whom the Angel with contracted brow. 

Accufe not Nature, (he hath don her part 3 
Do 
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Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of Wifdom, (he deferts thee not, if thou 
Difinifs not her,when moft thou needft her nigh, 
By attributing overmuch to things 
Lefs excellent, as thou thy felf perceav’fh 
For wbatadmir’ft thou, what tranfportstheefo, 
Anoutfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherifhing, thy honouring, and thy love, 
Not thy fubje&ion: weigh with her thy felf 3 
Then value : Oft times nothing profits more 
Then felf-efteena, grounded on juft and right 
Well manag’d, of that skill the more thou know’fh 
The more fhe will acknowledge thee her Head, 
And to realities yeild all her fliows 3 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou maift love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen leaft wife. 
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated leem fuch dear delight 
Beyond all other, think the fame voutfaft 
ToCatteland eachBeaft3 which would not be _ 
To them made common Sc divulg’d, if aught 
Therein enjoy’d were worthy to fubdue 
The Soule of Man, or paflioninhim move. 
What higherin her focietie thou find ft 
Attra&ive, human, rational, love (Till 3 
In loving thou doit well, in paffion not, 
Wherein true Love confifts not 3 'iove refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges, hath his feat 
In Reafon, and is judicious, is the fcale 
By which to heav’nly Love thou maift afeend, 
Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 
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Among the Beads no Mate for thee was found. 
To whom thus" half abafh’t repli’d. 

Neither her out-fide fortnd fo fair, nor aught 
In procreation common to all kindes 
(Though higher of the genial Bed by far, 
And with myderious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful afts, 
Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and adions, mixt with Love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Union of Mind, or in us both one Soules 
Harmonic to behold in wedded pair 
More grateful then harmonious found totheeare. 
Yet thefe fubjed'not s I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foild. 
Who meet with various objeds, from the fenfe 
Varioufly reprefentings yet ftill free 
Approve the bed, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blam'd me not, for love thou faift 
Leads up to Heav’n, is both the way and guide 5 
Bear with me then, iflawful what Iafks 
Love not the heav'nly Spirits, and how thir Love 
Expr.efs they, by looksonely, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch? 

To whom the Angel with a fmile that glow’d 
Celefrial rofie red, Loves proper hue, 
Anfwer’d. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'll: 
Us happie, and without Love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy’d 
(And pure thou v/ert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obdacle find none 
Of membrane, joynt, or limb, exclufive barrs; 

Eafier 
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Eafierthen Air with Air, if Spirits embrace. 
Total they mix. Union of Pure with Pure 
Defiring} norreftrain’d conveyance need 
As Fle(h to mix with Flefh, or Soul \vith Soul. 
But I can now no more } the parting Sun 
Beyond the'Earths green Cape and verdant Ifles 
Hefperean fets, my Signal to depart. 
Be ftrong,live,happie, and love, but firfi of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command } take heed leaft Paffionfway 
Thy J udgement to do aught, which eife free Will 
Would not admit} thine and of all thy Sons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac’t} beware. 
I in thy perfevering fhall rejoyce, ^ 
And all the Bleft: ftand faft } to ftand or fall 
Free in thine own Arbitrement it lies, 
Perfet within, no outward aid require} 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel.. 

So faying, he arofe } whom Adam thus 
Follow’d with benediftion. Since to part, 
Go heavenly Gueft, Ethereal Meffenger, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and (hall be honour’d ever 
With grateful Memorie: thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heavn 
From the thick (hade, and Adam to his Bowre. 
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Omore of talk where God or Angel ; 
Gueftj 

With Man, as with his Friend, fami- i 
liar, us’d' 

To fit indulgent^ and with him! 
partake 

j Rural repaft., permitting him the while 
Venial difcourfe unblam’d r I now muft change 

jThofe Notes to Tragic 5 foul diftruft, and breach 
Difloyal on the part of Man, revolt, 

! And difobedience : On the part of Heav’a 
Now alienated, diftance and diftafte, 

1 Anger and juft rebuke, and judgement giv’n, » 
jThat brought into this World a world of woe, 
Sinne and her thadow Death, and Miferie 
Deaths Harbinger : Sad task, yet argument 
Not lefs but more Heroic then thewrauth 
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Of flern Achilles on his Foe purfu’d 
Thrice Fugitive about Troy Wall } or rage 
Of Turn us for Lavinia dilefpous’d. 
Or Neptuns ire or Juno's, that fo long 
Perplex’d the Greeks and Cythersa’s Son} 
Jf anfwerable ftyle I can obtaine 
Of my Celeftial Patronefs, who deignes 
Her nightly vibration unimplor’d. 
And didates to me flumbring, or infpires 
Eafie my unpremeditated Verfe.- 
Since firft this Subjeft for Heroic Song 
Pleas’d me long choofing, and beginning late} 
Not fedulous by Nature to indite 
Warrs, hitherto the onely Argument 
Heroic deem’d, chief maiftrie to diffed 
With long and tedious havoc fabl'd Knights 
In Battels feign’d } the better fortitude 
Of Patience and Heroic Martyrdom 
Unfung} or to deferibe Races and Games, 
Or tilting Furniture, emblazon’d Shields, 
Imprefes quaint, Caparifons and Steeds} 
Bales and tinfei Trappings, gorgious Knights 
At Jouft and Torneament } then marfhaTd Feaft 
Serv’d up in Hall with Sewers, and Senefhals} 
The skill of Artifice or Office mean. 
Not that which juftly gives Heroic name 
To Perfon or to Poem. Mee of thefe 
Nor skilled nor ffudious, higher Argument 
Remained, fufficientof itfelf toraife 
That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 
Climat, or Years damp my intended wing 
Depreft, and much they may, if all be mine. 
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Not Hers who brings it nightly to my Ear. 
The Sun was funk, and after him the Starr 

Of Hefperu*, whofe Office is to bring 
Twilight upon the Earth, fliort Arbiter 
Twixt Day and Night, and now from end to end 
Nights Hemifphere had veild the Horizon round 
When Satan who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden^ now improv’d 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On mans deftruftion, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs return’d. 
By Night he fled, and at Midnight return’d 
From compaffing the Earth, cautious of day, 
Since Vriel Regent of the Sun defcri’d 
His entrance, and forewarnd the Cherubim 
That kept thir watch$thence full of anguifh driv’n, 
The fpace offeven continu’d Nights he rode 
Withdarknefs, thrice the Equinoftial Line 
He circl’d, four times crofs’d the Carr of Night 
From Pole to Pole, traverfing each Colure 3 
On the eighth return’d, and on theCoaft averfe 
From entrance or Cherubic Watch, by Health 
Found unfufpected way. There was 3. place. 
Now not,though Sin, not Time, firft wraught the 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradife (change. 
Into a Gulf (hot under ground, till part 
Rofe up a Fountain by the Tree of Life 5 
fn with the River funk, and with it rofe 
Satan involv’d in rifingMiff, then fought 
Where to lie hid 3 Sea he had fearcht and Land 
From Eden over Vontus0 and the Poole 
M&Qtk) up beyond the Pviver Ob 3 

Down- 
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I Downward as farr Antartico and in length 
Weft from Orontes to the Ocean barr’d 
At Darien, thence to the Land where flowes 
Ganges and Indus : thus the Orb he roam’d 
With narrow fearch, and with infpe&ion deep 
Conlider’d every Creature., which of all 
Moft opportune might ferve his Wiles, and found 
The Serpent futtleft Beaft of all the Field. 
Him after long debate, irrefolute 
Of thoughts revolv’d, his final fentence chofe 
Fit VeffeJ, fitteft Imp of fraud, in whom 
To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide 
Fromfharpeft fight : for in the wilie Snake, 
Whatever heights none would fufpicious mark. 
As from his wit and native futtletie 
Proceeding, which in other Beafts obferv’d 
Doubt mi^ht beget of Diabolic pow r 
A£Hve within beyond the fenfe of brute. 
Thus he refolv’d, but firft from inward griefe 
His burfting pafiion into plaints thus pour'd : - 

O Earth, how like to Heav'n, if not preferr’d 
More juftly,Seat worthier of Gods, as built 
With fecond thoughts, reforming what was old! 
For what God after better worfe would build ? 
Terreftrial Heav’n, danc’t round by other Heav’n.4 
That {Line, yet bear thir bright officious Lamps, 
Light above Light, for thee alone, as feems, 
In thee concentring all thir precious beams 
Of facred influence : As God in Heav n j 
Is Center, yet extends to alI,fo thou 
Centring receavTt from all thofe Orbsy in thee, 
[Not in themfelves, all thir known vertue appears i io 
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Productive in Herb., Plant, and nobler birth 
Of Creatures animate with gradual life 
Ot Growth,Senfe, fveafon,ali fumm’d lip in Man. 
With what delight could I have Walkt thee round 
If I could joy in aught, fweet interchange 
Of Hill and Valiie, Rivers, Woods and Plaines, 
Now'Land,now Sta,fk Shores wkhForreft crownd, 
Rocks, Dens, and Caves$ but I in none of thefe 
Find place or refuge 5 and the more I fee 
Pleafures about me, fo much more I feel 
Torment within me,as from the hateful fiege 
Of contraries 5 all good to me becomes 
Bane,and inHeav'n much worfe would be my fhte. 
But neither here feek I, no nor in Heav’n 
To dwell, unlefs by maiftring Heav’ns Supreame? 
Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable 
By what I feek, but others to make fuc|$ 
As i, though thereby worfe to me redound: 
Fcronelyin deftroyingl findeeafe 
To my relcntlefs thoughts^ and himdeftroyd. 
Or won to what may work his utter lofs, 
For whom all this was made, all this will foon 
Follow, ns to him lin-kt in weal or woe. 
In wo then} that deftru&ion wide may range: 
To meefhail be the gloriefole among 
The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr’d 
What he Almighue ftyl'd, fix Nights and Days 
Continu’d making, and who knows how long 
Before had bin contriving, though perhaps 

*40 Not longer then fince I in one Night freed 
From fervitude inglorious welnigh half 
Th* Angelic Name, and thinner left the throng 
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Of hi$ adorers : hee to be aveng'd, 
And'to repaire his numbers thus impair’d, 
Whether inch vertue fpent of old now faild 
More Angels to Create, if they at leaft 
Are his Created or to Ipite us more, 
Detern in’J to advance into our room 
A Creature form'd of Earth, and him endow, 
Exalted from fo bafe original. 
With Heav’nly fpoils, our fpoils: What he decreed 
He effected5-Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this World, and Earth his feat, 
Him Lord pronounc’d, and, O indignitie! 
Subjefted to his fervice Angel wings, 
And flaming Minifiers to watch and tend 
Thir eartvhie Charge : Of thefe the vigilance 
Id read, and to elude, thus wrapt in milt 
Of midnight vapor glide obfeure,. and piie 
In every Bulb and Brake, where hap may finde 
The Serpent fleeping, in whefemaziefoulds 
To hide me , and the dark intent} bring. 
O fouldefcent! that I who erft contended 
With Gods to fit the higheft, am now confiraind 
Into a Bead, and mixt with befrial (lime, 
This e {fence to incarnate and imbrute, 
That to the hight of Deitie afpir\\ 5 
But what will not Ambition and Revenue 
Defcendto? who -afpires muff down as low 
As high he hoard, obnoxious firft or- In IT 
To bafeft things. Revenge,, at fir ft though fweet, 
Bitter erelong back on it felf recoiles. 
Let it 5 I neck not, fo it light well aim’d, 
Since higher I fallihort, on him who next 

i/ Provokes 
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Provokes my envie, this new Favorite 
Of Heav’n, this Man of Clay, Son ofdefpite. 
Whom us the more to fpite his Maker rais’d 
From duft : fpite then with fpite is beftrepaid. 

So faying,through each Thicket Danck or Drie, 
Bo Like a black mid low creeping, he held on 

His midnight fearch, where fooneft he might finde 
The Serpent: him faff deeping foon he found 
ImLabyrinth of many around felf-rowld. 
His head the midd, well dor’d with futtle wiles: 
Not yet in horrid Shade or difmal Den, 
Not no cent yet, but on the graffie Herbe 
Fearlefs unfeard he flept: in at his Mouth 
The Devil enterd-, and his brutal fenfe. 
In heart or head, polleffing foon infpir’d 

190 With aft intelligential 5 but his deep 
Dilfurbd not, waiting clofe ths approach of Morn. 
Now whenas facred Light began to dawne 
In Eden on the humid Flours, that breathd 
Thir morning Incenfe,when all things that breath, 
From th* Earths great Altar fend up filent praife 
To the Creator, and his Nodrils fill 
With graceful!Smell, forth came the human pair 
And joyndthir vocal Worfhip to the Quire 
Of Creatures wanting voice, that done, partake 

aooj Thefeafon, prime for fweetefl Sents and Aires : 
Then commune how that day they beff may ply 
Thir growing work : for much thir work outgrew 
The hands difpatch of two Gardning fo wide. 
And Eve firft to her Husband thus began. 

Adam, well* may we labour dill to drefs 
Thjs Garden, dill to tend Plant, Herb and Flour. 

Our 
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Our pleafant taskenjoynd, but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Luxurious by reftraint 5 what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One'night or two with wanton growrh derides 
Tending to wilde. Thou therefore now advife 
Or hear what to my mind fitft thoughts prelent, 
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 
The Woodbine round this Arbour, or dire& 
The clafping Ivie where to climb, while I 
In yonder Spring of Rofes intermixt 
With Myrtle, find what to redrefs till Noon: 
For while fo near each other thus all day 
Our task weehoofe, what wonder iffo near 
Looks intervene and fmiles, orobje&new 
Cafual difeourfe draw on, which intermits 
Ourdayes work brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th’hour of Supper comes unearn’d. 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus return’d. 
Sole Eve, AfTociate foie, to me beyond 
Compare above all living Creatures deare. 
Well haft thou motion’d,w.el thy thoughts imployd; 
How we might beft fulfill the work which here 
God hath affign’d us, nor of me (halt pafs 
Unprais’d : for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, thentoftudie houlhold good, 
And good workesin her f-fusband to promote. 
Yet not fo ftriftly hath our Lord impos’d 
Labour, as to debarr us when we need 
Refrefiiment, whether food, or talk between, 
Fopd of the mind, or this fweet intercourfe 
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Of looks arid fmiles, for fmiles from Reafon flow., 
To brute deni’d, and are of Love the food5 
Love not the loweft end of human life. 
For not to irkfom toile, but to delight 
He made us., and delight.to Reafon joyn’d. (hands 
Thefe paths and Bowers doubt not but our joynt 
Will keep from Wildernefs with eafe, as wide 
As we need walk3 till younger hands ere long 
Affift us r But if much converfe perhaps 
Thee fatiatej to Ihort abfence I could y&ild. 
For folitudefomtimes is beftfocietid, : r 
Andfhort retirement urges fweet returne*! - v 
But other doubt poffeffes me, leaft harm 
Befall thee fever d from me 3 for thou knowft 
What hath bin warn'd us3 what malicious Foe 
Envying our happinefs, and of his own 
Defpairing5 leeks to work us woe and fhame 
By fly alfault 3 andfomwhere nigh at hand 
Watches., no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wifh and beft advantage., us afunder, 
Hopelefs to circumvent us joynd., where each 
To other fpeedie aide might lend at need 5 
Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 
Our fealtie from God, or to difturb 
Conjugal Love, then which perhaps no blifs 
Enjoy'd by us excites his envie more 5 , 
Or this., or worfe3 leave not tire faithful fide 
That gave thee bemg5ftil (hades thee andproteds. 
The Wife., where danger or dishonour lurks., - 
Safefl and leemlieft by her Husband ftaies.,- 
Who guards her, or with her the worfi: endure?. 

To whom the Virgin Majeftie of Eve0 
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As one who loves, and Tome unkindnefs meets. 
With fweet aufteer compofure thus reply’d., 
.Ofspring of Heav’n and Earth,and all EarthsLord, 

That fuch anEnemie we have, whofeeks 
Our ruin, both by thee informd I learne, - 
And from the parting Angel over-heard . 
As in a fhadie nook I ftood behind. 
Juft thenreturnd at (hut of Evening Flours. 
But that thou fhouldft iny firmnefs therfore doubt 
ToGodorthee, becaufe we have a foe 
May tempt it, I expefted not to hear. 
His violence thou fearft not, being fuch. 
As wee, not capable of death or paine, 
Gan either not receave, or can repell. 
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain inferrs 
Thy equal fear that my firm Faith and Love 
Gan by his fraud be (hak’n or feduc’t 3 (breft. 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam0 mifsfhought of her to thee fodear ? 

To whom with healing words Adam reply’d; 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For fuch thou art, from fin and blame entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I diffuade 
Thy abfencefrom my fight, but to avoid 
Th* attempt it felf, intended by our Foe. 
For hee who tempts,though in vain,at leaft afperfes 
The tempted with difhonour foul, fuppos’d 
Not incorruptible of Faith, not proorF 
Againft temptation: thou thy felf with fcorne 
And anger wouldft refent the offer'd wrong. 
Though ineffeftual found .• mifdeem not then, 
If fuch affront I labour to avert 
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F rom thee alone, which on us both at once 
The Enemie, though bold, will hardly dare. 
Or daring, firft on rreeth’affault fhal! light. 
Nor thou his malice and falfe guile contemn y 
Suttle he needs muft be, whoeoufd ftxluce 
Angels, nor think fuperfluous.others aid,  1 
I from the influence of thy looks receave 
Accefsin every Vertue, in thy fight 
More wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were 
Of outwardftrengthswhile fhame,thoulooking on. 
Shame to be overcome or over-reacht 
Would utmoft vigor raife, and rais’d unite. 
Why fhouldft not thou like fenfe within thee feel 
When I am prefent, and thy trial choofe 
With me, befl: witnefsof thy Vertue tri’d. 

So fpake domeftick Adam in his care 
And Matrimonial Love, but Ez/e, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her Faith fincere, 
Thus her reply with accent fweet renewd. 

If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit ftrait’nd by a Foe, 
Suttle or violent, we not endu’d 
Single with likedefence, wherever met, 
flow are wehappie, ftill in fear of harm? 
But harm precedes not fin: onely our Foe 
Tempting affronts us with his foul efteem 
Of our integritie : his foul efteeme 
Sticks no dishonor on our Front, but turns 
Foul on himfelf }then wherfore.fhund or feard 
By us? who rather double honour gaihe 
From Ms furmife proved falfe, finde peace within, 
Favour from Heav’m, crnr witneft from th* event. 

1 * 
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And what is Faith, Love, Vertue unallaid 
Alone, without exterior help fuftaind ? 
Let us not then fufped our happie State 
Left fo imperfet by the Maker wife, 
As not fecure to fingle or combin’d. 
Fraile is our happinefs, if this be fo, 
And Eden were no Eden thus expos’d. 

To whom thus Adam fervently repli’d. 
O Woman, beft are all things as the will 
Of God ordaindthem, his creating hand 
Nothing imperfet or deficient left 
Of all that he Created, much left Man, 
Or ought that might his happie State fecure. 
Secure from outward force $ within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power: 
Againft his will he can receave no harme. 
But God left free the Will, for what obeyes 
Reafon, is free, and Reafon he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and ftillereft, 
Leafl by fomefaire appeering good furprh’d 
She diftate falfe, and iniffinforme the Will 
To do what God exprefly hath forbid. 
Not then miftruft, but tender love enjoynes, 
That I fhould mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 
Firm wefubfift, yet poffible to fwerve. 
Since Reafon not impoffibly may meet 
Some fpecious ob)e£t by the Foe fubornd. 
And fall into deception unaware. 
Not keeping ftri&eft watch, as (he v/as war mi. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoide 
Were better, and mod likelie if from rrce 
Thou fever not: Trial will come unfought* 
V Would fi 
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Wouldft thou approve thy conftancie, approve 
Firft thy obedience 5 th’other who can know. 
Not feeing thee attempted , who atteft ? 
But if thou think, trial unfought may finde 
Us both fecurer then thus warnd thou feemft. 
Go *> for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more 3 
Go in thy native innocence, relie 
On what thou haft of vertue, fummonall. 
For God towards thee hath done his parade thine. 

Sofpake the Patriarch of Mankinde, but Eve 
Per lifted, yet fubmifs, though laft, repli’d. 

With thy permiffion then, and thus fprewarnd 
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafoning words 
Touchdonely, that our trial, when leaft fought, 
May finde us both perhaps farrlels prepar’d. 
The willinger I goe, nor much expert 
A Foe fo proud will firft the weaker feek 3 
So bent, the more fhall lhame him his repulfe. 
Thus faying, from her Husbands hand her hand 
Soft fhe withdrew, and like a Wood-Nymphlight 
Oread or Dryad^ or of Delia's Traine, 
Betook her.to the Groves, but Delia's felf 
In gate furpafs'd and Goddefs-like deport, " 
Though not as fhee with Bow and Quiver armd. 
But with fuch Gardning Tools as Art yet rude, 
Guiltlefe of fire had formd, or Angels brought. 
To Vales, or Pomona, thus adornd, 
Likeft fhefeemd, Pomona when fhe fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her Prime, ' 
Yet Virgin of Proferpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his Eye purfu’d 
Delighted , but defiring more her ft ay. 

1 
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Oft he to her his charge of quick returne 
Repeated, fliee to him as oft engag’d 
To be returnd by Noon amid the Bowre^ 
And all things in beft order to invite^ 
Noontide repaft 5 or Afternoons repofe. , 
O much deceav’d, much failing, haplefs Eve2 
Of thy prefum’d return! event perverfe ! 
Thou never from that houre in Paradife 
Foundft either fweet repaid, or found repofe 5 
Such ambufh hid among fweet Flours and Shades 
Waited with hellifh rancor imminent 
To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 
Defpoildof Innocence, of Faith, of Blifs. 
For now, and fince firft break of dawne the Fiend, 
Megr Serpent in appearance, forth was come. 
And on his Queft, where likelieft he might finde 
Theoneiy two of Mankinde, but in them 
The whole included Race, hispurposd prey. 
In Bowre and Field he fought, where any tuft 
Of Grove or Garden-Plot more pleafant lay, 
Thir tendance or Plantation for delight, 
By Fountain or by fhadie Rivulet 
He fought them both,but wifh’d his hap might find 
Eve feparate, he wifh’d, but not with hope 
Of what fo feldom chanc’d, when to his with, 
Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies, 
Veild in a Cloud of Fragrance, where (lie ftood, 
Half fpi’d, Yo thick the Rofesbufhing round 
Aboutjier glowd, oft {looping to fupport 
Each Flour.'of (lender ftalk, whofe head though 
Carnation, Purple, Azure,or fpeft with Gold, (gay 
Bung drooping unfuftaind, them (lie upftaies 
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Gently withMirtle band,- mindlefs the while, 
Herfelf, though faireft unfupported Flour, 
From her be^ prop fo farr, and fiorm fo nigh. 
Neerer he drew, and many a walk traversal 
Of ftatelieft Covert, Cedar, Pine,or Palme, 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now feen 
Among thick-wav *n Arboretsand Flours 
Imborderd oneach Bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious then thofe Gardens feign’d 
Or of reviv’d Adonis^ or renownd 
AlcinouS) hoft of old Laertes Son, 
Or that, not My ftic, where the Sapient King 
Held dalliance with hisfaire Egyptian Spoufe, 
Much hee the Place admir’d, the Perfon more* 
As one who long in populous City pent, „ , . 
Where Houfes thick and Sewers annoy the Aire, 
Forth iffuing on a Summers Morn to breathe 
Among the pleafant Villages and Farmes 
Adjoynd, from each thing met conceaves delight. 
The fmell of Grain, or tedded Grafs, or Kine, 
OrDairie, each rural fight, each rural (bunds 
If chance with Nymphlike ftep fair Virgin pa(s, 
What pleafing feemd, for her now pleafes more, 
She moft, and in her look fumms all Delights 
Such Pleafure took the Serpent to behold 
This Flourie Plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 
Thus earlie, thus alone 5 her Heav’nly forme 
Angelic, but more foft, and Feminine, 
Her graceful Innocence, her every Aire 
Qfgeftu re or lefiaftionoverawd 
His Malice, and with rapine fweet bereav e 
His fiercecefs of the fierce intent it brought l 

" ' : 7 That 
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That (pace the Evil one abftra&ed hood* I 
From his own evil, and for the time remaind 
Stupidly good, of enmitie difarm'd^ 
Of guile, of hate, of envie, of revenge $ 
But the hot Hell that alwayes in him burnes, 
Though in mid Heav’n, foon ended his delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he fees 
Of pleafure not for him ordain’d : then foon 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Ofmifchief, gratulating, thus excites. 

Thoughts,whither have ye led me, with what 
Compulfion thus tranfported to forget (fvveet j 
What hither brought us, hate, not love, nor hope 
Of Paradife for Hell, hope heretotafte 
Of pleafure, but all pleafure to deftroy. 
Save what is in deftroying, other joy 
To me is loft. Then let me not let pafs 
Occafion which now fmiles, behold alone 
The Woman, opportune to all attempts. 
Her Husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
Whofe higher intellectual more Khun, 
Andftrength, of courage hautie, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terreftrial mould, 
Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, 
I not 5 fo much hath Hell debas’d, and paine 
Infeebl’d me, to what I was in Heav n. 
Shee fair, divinely fair, fit Love for Gods, 
Not terrible, though terrour be in Love 
And beautie, not approacht by ftronger hate, 

I Hate ftronger, under ftiew of Love well feign’d. 
The way which to her ruin now I tend. - * 

So fpake the Enemie of Mankind, enclos'd 
 G g In 

470 

490 



Book8. tie lo 

500 

510 

520 

In Serpent, Inmate bad, and toward Eve 
Addrefs’d his way, not with indenred wave. 
Prone on the ground.* as fince, but on his reare,. 
Circular bafe of rifing foulds,that tour’d 
Fould;above foulda (urging Maze, his Head 
Crefled aloft, and Carbuncle his Eyes, 
With burnifhtNeck of verdant Gold, erefl 

• - * 

Amidfl his circling Spires, that on the grafs 
Floted redundant: pleafing was his (hape, 
And lovely, never fince of Serpent kind 
Lovelier, not thofe that in Illyria chang'd 
Hermione and Cadmus^ or the God - 
in Epidaurus? nor to which transformd 
Ammonian J ovc^ or Cap it olive was feen, 
Hee with olywpun> this with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome A With trad oblique 
Atfirft, as one who fought accefs, butfeard 
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 
As when a Ship by skilful Stearfman wrought 
Nigh Rivers mouth or Foreland, where the Wind 
Veres oft3 as oft fo (leers, and fhifts her Saile 5 
So varied hee, and of his tortuous Traine 
Curld many a wanton wreath in fight of Eve,: 
To lure her Eye 5 (hee bufied heard the found 
Of rufling Leaves, but minded not, as us’d 
To fuch difport before her through the Field, 
From every Reaft, more duteous at her call^ 
Then at Circean call the Herd difguis’d. 
Hee boulder now, uncall’d before her flood 5 
But as in gaze admiring 7 Oft he bowd 
His turret Crefl, and fieek enamel'd Neck, 
Fawning, and lick’d the ground whereon (he trod. 

His 



ie to Book 8. 

His gentle dumb expreffion turnd at length 
The Eye o^Eve to mark his play 3 he glad 
Of her attention gaind, with Serpent Tongue 
Organic, or impulfe of vocal Air3 
His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, fovranMiftrefs, if perhaps 
Thou cand, who art foie Wonder, much lefs arm 
Thy looks, the Heav’n ofmildnefs, with difdain, 
Difpl eas’d that l approach thee thus, and gaze 
Infatiate, I thus (ingle, nor have feard 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir’d. 
Faired refemblance of thy Maker faire. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy Celedial Beautie adore 
With ravifhment beheld, there bed beheld 
Where univerfally admir’d 3 but here 
In this enclofure wild, thefe Beads among, 
Beholders rude, and (hallow to difeerne 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who fees thee ? (and what is one?) who diouldd be 
A Goddefs among Gods, ador’d and ferv’d (feen 
By Angels mlmberlefs, thy daily Train. 

So gloz’d the Tempter^ and his Proem tun’d 3 
Into the Heart of Evq his words made way, 
Though at the voice much marveling 3 at length 
Not unamaz’d fhethus in anfwerfpake. 
What may,thismean?Languageof Man pronounc’t 
By Tongue of Brute, and human fenfe expred ? 
The fird at led of thefe I thought deni’d 
To Beads, whom God on thir Creation-Day 
Createdmuteto all articulat found 3 
The latter Idemurre, for in thir looks 
:’:i ■ - Cg 2 

530 

S40 

Much ^ 



Book 8. Paradife loft. 

Much reafon, and in thir actions oft appeers. 
560 Thee, Serpent, futtled bead of all the field 

I knew, but not with human voice endu’d 5 
Redouble then this miracle, and fay. 
How earn’d: thou fpeakableofmute, and how 
To me fo friendly grown above the reft 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in fight? 
Say, for fuch wonder claims attention due. 

To whom the guileful Tempter thus reply’d. 
Emprefsof this fair World, refplendent Eve, 
Eafie to race it is to tell thee all _ 

570 What thou commandft, and right thou fhouldft be 
I was at firft as other Beads that graze (obeyd: 
The trodden Herb, of abjeft thoughts and low. 
As was my food, nor aught but food difeern’d 
Or Sex, and apprehended nothing high .• 
Till on a day roaving the field, I chanc’d 
A goodly Tree farr diftant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of faired colours mixt, 
Ruddie and Gold : I nearer drew to gaze s 

I When from the boughes a favorie odour blow’n, 
580 Grateful to appetite, more pleas’d my fenfe 

;Thenfmell offweeted Fenel, or the Teats 
Of Ewe or Goat dropping with Milk at Eevn, 
Unfuckt of Lamb or Kid, that tend thir play* 
To fitisfie the fharp defire I had 
Of fading thofe fair Apples, I refolv'd 
Nottodeferr, hunger and third at once^' r 
Powerful perfwaders, quick nd at the feent 

:Ofthat alluring fruit, urg'd'me fo k-eenew 
About the Mofiie Trunk I wound me foon, 

59° For high from ground the branches would require!1 
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Thy utmoft reach or Adams : Round theTree 
All other Beafts that faw, with like defire 
Longing and envying ftood, but could not reach. 
Amid the Tree now got, where plentie hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
I fpar’d not] for fuchpleafure till that hour 
At Feed or Fountain never had I found. 

• .. . i * f t 

Sated at length, ere long I might perceave 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of Reafort in my inward Powers- andJSpeech 
Wanted not long, though to this fliape retaind. ; 
Thencefo'rt’h to Speculations high'drdeep 
Iturnd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Confiderd all things vifible in Heav*n3 
Or Earth, or Middle, all things fair and good 5 
But all that fair and good in thy Oiyihe 
Semblance, and in thy Beauties Tieav’nly Ray 
United Ibeheld 5 no Fair to thine 
Equivalent or fecond, which compel’d 

f Mee thus, though importune perhaps,5 to come' 
And gaze, andt^orMptheeof nghf declar’d 
Sovran-of Greattrres, univerfal Dame. 

So talk’d thefpirited fly Snake, and Eve 
Yet more amaz’d unwarie thus reply’d* 

, 1 Serpent,thy cKrerpraifing leaves in doubt : t 2 
I The verttfe of that Fruit, in thee firft provd : 
But fay, where grows the Tree, from hence how - 
For many are the Trees of God that grow (far ? 
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To us, in fuch abundance lies our choice. 
As leaves a greater ftore of Fruit untouchr, 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 

Grow 
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Growuptothir provifion, and more {lands 
Help to difburden Nature of her Eearth. 

To whom the wilie Adder, blithe and glad. 
Emprefs, the way is readie, and not long. 
Beyond a row of Myrtles, on a Flat, 
Faff by a Fountain, one final) Thicket .part 
Of blovvirg Myrrh and Balmey if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither foon. 

Lead then, (aid Eve. Hee leading fwiftly rowld 
In tangles, and make intricate feem ftrait. 
To mifchief fwift* Hope elevates, and joy 
Bright’ns his Creft, as when a wandring Fire 
Compaft of un&uous vapor, which the Night 
Condenfes, and the cold invirons round* 
Kindl’d through agitation to a Flame, 
Which oft, they fay, fome evil Spirit attends, 
Hovering and blazing with delpfive Light, 
Mifleads th’ amaz’d Night-wanderer from his way 
To Boggs and Mires,& oft through Pond or Poole, 
There fwallow’d up and loft, from fuccour farr. * 
So glifter’d the dire Spake, ^nd into fraud 
Led Eve our credulous Mother, to, the Tree 
Of prohibition, root of all our woe $ 
Which when (he faw, thus to her guide fhe fpake. 
Serpent,we might have fpar’d our coming hither, 

Fruitlefs to me, though Fruit be hereto eftcefs. 
The credit of whofe vertue reft with thee. 
Wondrous indeed, if caufe of fuch effefts. 
But of this Tree we may not tafte nor touch 5 
Gpd fo commanded, and left that Command 
Sole Daughter of his voice} the reft,we live 
Law to ourfelves, our Reafonis our Law. 

, ~ ' To 



To whom the Tempter guilefully repli’d 
Indeed ? hath God then faid that of the Fruit 
Of all thefe Garden Trees ye fhall not eate, 
Yet Lords declar’d of all in Earth or Aire? 

To whom thus Eve yet finlefs. Of the Fruit 
i Of each Tree in the Garden w*e may eate. 
But of the Fruit of this fair Tree amidft 
The Garden, God hath faid. Ye fhall not eate 
Thereof, nor fhall ye touch it, lead ye die. (bold 

She fcarfe had faid,though brief,when now more 
The Tempter, but with (hew of Zeale and Love 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong, _ 
New part puts on, and as to paflion mov d, 
Fludluats difturbd, yet comely, and in act 
iLais’d, as offom great matter to begin. 
As when of old fom Orator renound 
In Athens or free Rome., where Eloquence 
Flpurifhd, fince mute, to fom great caufe addreft, 
Stood in himfelf colledted, while each part, 
Motion, each aft won audience ere the tongue, 
Somtimes inhighth began, as no delay 
Of Preface brooking through his Zeal of Right. 

|So (landing, moving, or to highth upgrown 
The Tempter all impaffiond thus began. 

O Sacred, Wife, and Wifdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of Science, Now I feel thy Power 
Within me cleere, notonely todifcerne 

! Things in thir Caules, but to trace the wayes 
Of higheft Agents, deemd however wife. 

I Queen of this Univerfe, doe not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of Death} ye fhall not Die : 

low fhould ye ? by the Fruit ? it gives you Life 
To 
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To Knowledge? By the Threatner, look onmee, 
Mee who have touch’d and tafted, yet both live. 
And life more perfet have attaind then Fate 
Meant mee, by ventring higher then my Lot. 
Shall that be fhut to Man, which to the Bead 
Is open ? or will God incenfe his ire 
For fuch a petty Trefpafs, and not praife 
Rather your dauntlefs vertue, whom the pain 
Of Death denounc’t, whatever thing Death be, 
Deterrd not from atchieving what might leade 
To happier life, knowledge of Good and Evil 5 
Of good, how juft ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, fince eafier fhutind ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft 3 
Not juft, not God 5 not feard then, nor obeid : 
¥our feare it felf of Death removes the feare. 
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe. 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant. 
His worfhippers 3 he knows that in the day 
Ye Eate thereof, your Eyes that feem fo cleere. 
Yet are but dim, (hall perfetly be then 
Opnd andcleerd, and ye (hall be as Gods, 
Knowing both Good and Evil as they know. 
That ye fhould be as Gods, fince I as Man, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet, 
I of brute human, yee of human Gods. 
So ye :fhall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods, death to be wiflit, (bring. 
Though threat’nd, which noworfe then this can 
And what are Gods that Man may not become 
As they, participating God-like food ? 
The Gods are fifft, and that advantage ufe 

On 
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On our belief, that all from them proceeds 5 
Iqueftion it,for this fair Earth I fee. 
Warm’d by the Sun, producing every kind. 
Them nothing: If they all things, who enclos’d 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in this Trte, 
That whofo eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wifdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 
Th’ offence,that Man (hould thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this Tree 
Impart againft his will if all be his? 
Or is it envie, and can envie dwell 
In heav’nly brefts ? thefe, thefe and many more 
Caufes import your need of this fair Fruit. 
Goddefs humane, reach then, and freely tafte. 

He ended, and his words replete with guile 
into her heart too eafie entrance won : 
Fixt on the Fruit (he gaz’d, which to behold 
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his per fwafive words, impregn’d 
With Reafon, to her feeming, and with Truth $ 
Meanwhile the hour of Noon drew on, and wak’d! 
An eager appetite, rais’d by thefmell 

I So favorie of that Fruit, which with defire, 
[Inclinable now grown to touch or tafte, 
Soljicited her longing eye 5 yet firft 
Paufing a while, thus to her felf (he mus’d. 

Great are thy Vertues, doubtlefs, beft of Fruits, 
Though kept from Man, & worthy to be admir’d, 
Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firft affay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The Tongue not made for Speech to fpeak thy 
Thy praife hee alfo who forbids thy ufe, (praife: 

H h v Con* 

720 

; 30 

740 

750 
. 



Conceaies not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of Knowledge,knowledge both of good and evil} 
Forbids us tnentotafte, but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it inferrs the good 
By thee communicated, and our want ; 
For good unknown, fureis not had, or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife? 

760] Such prohibitions binde not. But if Death 
Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eate 
Of this fair Fruit, our doom is, we (hall die. 
How dies the Serpent ? hee hath eat’n and lives, 
And knows,and fpeaks, and reafons, and difcernes, 
Irrational till then. For us alone . 
Was death invented ? - or to us deni cl Jx; 
This intelle&ual food, for beads referv’d? 
For Beafts it feems: yet that one Bead which firft 

770 Hath tailed, envies not, but brings with joy . ' 
The good befall’n him, Author unfufpeft, v , 
Friendly toman, farr from deceit or guile. 
What fear I then, rather, what know to feare 
Under this ignorance of Good and Evil, 
Of God or Death,of Law or Penaltie ? 
Here grows the Cure of all, this Fruit Divine, 
Fair to the Eye, inviting to the Tafte,. 
Of vertuetomake wife: what hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both Bodie and Mind ? 

780 So faying, her rafh hand in evil hour 
Fortbreachingto the Fruit, {he pluck’d, (he eat 
Earth felt the wound, and Nature from her feat 

^ _ Sighing 
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Sighing through all her Works gave iigns of woe, 
That all was loft. Back to the Thicket flunk 
The guiltieSef pent, and well might, fcr£^<? 
Intent now wholly on hertafte, naught elfe 
Regarded, fuch delight till then, as feemd, 
In Fruit flie never tafted, whether true 
Or fanfiedfo, through expedition high 
[Of knowledg,nor wasGod-head from her thought. 
[Greedily (he ingorg’d without reftraint. 
And knew not eating Death : Satiate at length. 
And hightnd as with Wine, jocond and boon. 
Thus to her felfftie pleafingly began. 

O Sovran, vertuous, precious of all Trees 
In Paradife, of operation bleft 
To Sapience, hitherto obfcur’d, infam’d,1: 
And thy fair. Fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created 5 but henceforth my early care, 

•;Not without Song, each Morning, and duepraife 
.Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eale 
{Of thy full branches offer’d free to all $ 
Till dieted by thee I grow mature 
In knowledge,as the Gods who all things know 5 
Though others envie what they cannot give, 

i For had the gift bin theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Beft guide 5 not following thee, I had remaind 
In ignorance, thou ap’nft Wifdoms way. 
And giv’ft accefs, though fecret file retire. 
And I perhaps am fecret $ Heavnis high, 
High and remote to fee from thence diftindt 
Each thing on Earth , and other care perhaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
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Oar great Forbidden fafe with all his Spies 
About him. But to Adam in what fort 
Shall I appeer f (hall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happinefs with mee, or rather not* 
But keep the odds of Knowledge in my power 
Without Copartner ? fo to add what wants 
In Femal Sex, the more to draw his Love, 
And render me more equal, and perhaps, 
A thing not undefireable, fomtime 
Superior y for inferior who is free? 
This may be well: but what if God have feen. 
And Death enfue? then I (hall be no more, 
And Adam wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinft 5 
A death to think. Confirm’d then f refolve, 
Adam (hall (hare with me in blifs or woe: 
So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure,, without hfm live no life. 

So faying, from the Tree her ftepflieturnd. 
But firft low Reverence don, as to the power 
That dwelt within, whofe prefence had infus’d 
Into the plant fciential fap, deriv’d 
From Neftar, drink of Gods. Adam the while - 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Ofchoicefi Flours a Garland to adorne 
Her Treffes, and her rural labours crown 
As Reapers oft are wont thir Harveft Queen. 
Great joy he promis’d to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, fo long delay’d} ♦ 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fomthing ill, 
Mifgave him} hee the faultring meafure felt 5 

" And 
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And forth to meet her went, the way (he took 
That Morn when firft they parted 3 by the Tree 
Of Knowledge he muft pafs, there he her met, ' 
Scarfe from the Tree returning 5 in her hand . , 
A bough of faireft fruit that downie finil’d, 
Newgatherd, and ambrofial fmell diffus’d* 
To him fhe haded, in her face excule 
Came Prologue, and Apologia to prompt, 
Which with bland words at will (he thus addreft. 

Haft thou not wonderd, Adam^ at my ftay ? 
Thee I have mifst, and thought it long, depriv’d 
Thy prefence, agonie of love till now 
Not felt, nor (hall be twice, for never more 
Mean I to trie, what rafti untri’d I fought, 
The painc of abfence from thy fight. But ftrange 
Hath bin the caufe, and wonderful to heare : 
This Tree is not as we are told, a Tree 
Of danger tafted, nor to evil unknown 
Op'ning the way, but of Divine effeft 
To open Eyes, andmakethem Gods who tafte3 
And hath bin tafted fuch : the Serpent wife, 
Ornotreftraind as wee, or not obeying, 
Hatheat’n of the fruit, and is become, 
Not dead, as we are threatn'd, but thenceforth 
Endu’d with human voice and human fenfe,. 
Reafoning to admiration, and with mee 
Perfwafively hath fo prevaild, that I 
Have alfo tafted, and have alfo found 
Th* effefts tocorrefpond, opener mine Eyes, 
Dimrn erft, dilated Spirits, ampler Heart, 
And growingup to Godhead 5 which for thee 
Chiefly ITought, without thee can defpife. 
V For 
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For blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs. 
Tedious, unfhar’d with thee, and odious foon. 
Thou therfore alfo tafte> that equal Lot 
May joyne us, equal Joy, as equal Love 5 
Leaf! thou not tailing , different degree 
Disjoyne us, and I then too late renounce 
Deitie for thee, when Fate will not permit. 

Thus Evewith Countnance blithe her ftorietold} 
Butin her Cheekdiftemper flufhingglowd. 
On th’ other fide, Adam; foon as he heard 
The fatal Trefpafs don by Eve, amaz’d, 
Aftonied flood and Blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his veins, and all his joynts relax'd 3 
From his Hack hand the Garland wreath'd forEve 
Down drop’d, andall the faded Rofesfhed ; 
Speechlefs he flood and pale, till thus at length 
Firft to hirofelf he inward filence broke. 

O faireftof Creation, laftand bell: 
Of all Gods Works, Creature in whomexcelfd 
Whatever can to fight or thought beformd. 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet! 
How art thou loft, how on a fudden loft, 
Defac’t, deflourd, and now to Death devote? 
Rather how haft thou yeelded to tranfgrefs 
The ftrid forbiddance, how to violate* 
The facred Fruit forbidd’n! fom curfedfraud 
Of Enemie hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown, 
And mee with thee hath ruind, for with thee 
Certain my refolution is to Die 5 
How can I live without thee, how forgoe 
Thy fweet Converfe and Love fo clearly jbyn’d , 
To live again in thefe wilde Woods forlorn ? 

d ' - Should 
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Should God create another Evey and I 
Another Rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my hearty no no/1 feel 
The Link of Nature draw me : Fleftiof Flefh, 
Bone of my Bone thou art, and from thy State 
Mine never fliall be'parted, blifs or woe. 

So having faid, as one from fad difmay 
RecOmforted, and after thoughts difturbd 
Submitting to what feemd remedilefs, 
Thus in calme mood his Words to Eve he turnd. 

Bold deed thou haft prefum’d, adventrous Eve, 
And peril great provok’t, who thus haft dard 
Had it bin onely coveting to Eye 
That facred Fruity Tiered to abftinence. 
Much more to tafte it under banne to touch. 
But paft Who can recall., or don undoe 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate., yet fo 
Perhaps thou lhalt not Die, perhaps the Faff 
Is not fo hainous now, forctafted Fruity 
Profan’d firft by the Serpent, by him firft 
Made common and uohailoWd ere our tafte; 

— * * * S*\ f 

Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives, 
Lives, asthoufaidft, and gaines to live rfsMan- 
Higher degree of Life, inducement ftrong 
To us, as likely tafting to attaine 
Proportional afeent, which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels IDemi-gods. 
Nor can 1 think that God, Creator wife,'’ : 
Though threatning, will in earned: fo deftroy 
Us his prime Creatures, dignifi’d fohigh, 
Set over all his VVorks, which in our Fall, 
For us created, needs with us muft fiile, 
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Dependent made , fo God fhall uncreate, 
Be fruit rate, do, undo, and labour loofe, 
Not well conceav’d of God,who though his Power 
Creation could repeate, yet would be loath 
Us to abolifh, leaft the Adverfary 
Triumph and fay ^ Fickle their State whom God 
Molt Favors, who can pleafe him long? Mee firft 
He ruind,now Mankind s whom will he next ? 
Matter of foorne, not to be given the Foe. 
However I with thee have fixt my Lot, 
Certain to undergoe like doom, if Death 
Confort with thee. Death is to mee as Life 5 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The Bond of'Nature draw me to my owne. 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine 5 
Our State cannot be feverd, we are one. 
One Fleffi 5 to loofe thee were to loofe my felf. 

So Adam^ and thus Eve to himrepli’d. 
O glorious trial of exceeding Love, 
Illuftrious evidence, example high ! 
Ingaging me to emulate, but Ihort 
Of thy perfection, how fliall I attaine, 
Adavty from whofe deare fide I boaft me fprung, 
And gladly of our Union heare thee fpeak. 
One Heart, one Soul in both, whereof good prooff 
This day affords, declaring thee refolvd. 
Rather thenDeath or aught thenDeath more dread 

970 Shall feparate us, linkt in L ove fo deare. 
To undergoe with mee one Guilt, one Crime, 
If any be, of tailing this fair Fruit, 
Whofe vertue, for of good (till good proceeds, 

jDireCt, or by cccafion hath prefented 
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This happie trial of thy Love, which elfe 
So eminently never had bin known. 
Were it I thought Death menack would enfue 
This my attempt, I would fuftain alone 
The worft, and not perfwade thee, rather die 
Delerted, then oblige thee with a fad 
Pernicious to thy Peace, chiefly allur’d 
Remarkably fo late of thy fo true. 
So faithful Love unequald 5 but I feel 
Farr otherwife th’ event, not Death, but Life 
Augmented, op’nd Eyes, new Hopes, new Joyes, 
Tafte fo Divine, that what offweet before 
Hath toucht my fenfe, flat feems to this,and harfli. 
On my experience, Adam0 freely tafte, 
And fear of Death deliver to the Windes. 

So faying, fhe embrac'd him, and for joy 
Tenderly wept, much won that he his Love 
Had fo enobl’d, as of choice to incurr 
Divine difpleafure for her fake, or Death. 
Inrecompence (for fuch compliance bad 
Such recompence beft merits) from the bough 
She gave him of that fair enticing Fruit 
With liberal hand: he Templ'd not to eat 
Againft his better knowledge, not deceav’d, 
But fondly overcome with Femal charm. 
Earth trembl’d from her enttails, as again 
In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan, 
Skie lowr’d,and muttering Thunder,fom fad drops 
Wept atcompleating of the mortal Sin 
Original 5 while Adam took no thought, 
Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 
Her former trefpals fear'd, the more to foothe 

^ I i Him 

980 

990 

ioeo 



Book8. Paraaife loft. 

10’O 

102c 

I03O 

Him with her lov’d lacietie, that now 
As with new Wine intoxicated both 
Theyfwjmin mirth, and fanfie that they eel 
Divinitie within them breeding wings 
Wherewith to (corn the Eahh; but that falfe Fruit 
Farr other opera, ion firft difplaid. 
Carnal defire enflarning, heeon£z^e~ ' 
Began to cad iafcivious Eyes, fhe him - 
As wantonly repaid 3 in Lull: they burne .• 
Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move. 

Eves, now I fee thou art exaft of tafte. 
And elegant, of Sapience no fmall part, * 
Since to each meaning favour vve apply, 
And Palate call judicious^ Ithepraife 
Yeild thee, fo well this day thou haft-purvey’d. 
Much pleafure we have loft, while vve abftain*d 
From this delightful Fruit, nor known till now T 
True relifh, tailing 3 if fuch pleafure be : - 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wifh’d, 
For this one Tree had bin forbidden ten. 
But come, fo well refrefh’t, now-let us play. 
As meet is, after fuch delicious Fare 3 - 
For never did thy Beautie fince the day 
l faw thee firft and wedded thee, adorn’d 
With all perfeftions, fo enfkune my fe-nfe- 
With ardor to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Then ever, boimtie of this vertnous Tree. 

So faid he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, well underftood 
Of Eve, whofe Eye dart ed con tagious Fire. 
Her hand he feis’d; and to a fha-d'ie'bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof imbowr’d 
: ^ He 



He led her nothing loathe Flours were the Couch, 
Panfies, and Violets, and Asphodel, 
And Hyacinth, Earths frefheft fofteft lap. 
There they thir fill of Love an,d Loves difport 
Took largely, of thir mutual guilt the Seale, 
The foface ofthir fin, till dewiefleep 
Qpprefs’d them, wearied with thir amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious Fruit, 
That with-exhilerating vapour bland 
About thir.fpirits had plaid, and inmoft powers 
Madeerre, was now exhal'd, and grofTerdeep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with confcious dreams 
Encumberd, now had left them, up they rofe 
As from unreft, and each the other viewing. 
Soon found thir Eyes how opnd, and thir minds 
How dark’nd $ innocence, that as a veile 
Hadfhadow'd them from knowing“ill, was'gon, 
Jl.ft confidence, and native righteoufnefs, 
And honour from about them, naked left 
To guiltiefharne hee cover’d, but his Robe 
Uncover’d.more. So rofe th€ D'titiite ftrohg 
Herculeari Samfon from thel HafloTlap 
Of rhihjUan DaljLih0 andwfik’d 
Shorn of his ftrength, Theydeftitute and bare 

| Qf rrll thir vertud: Tlent, and in face | 
jOonfounded long ^ they Tate, asftruck’n mute, 
I Till A Asm; though hot left then Eve abafht, 
| At length gaveutteranceto thefe words conftraind . 

O Eve-) in evil hour thou didft give; eare 
To^th^t 121fc Worm, of whomfoever taiight1- 
To cciutiteffet Mans'ycice,:True in bur Fall, 
Falfe in our promis’d PJfing 5 fince our Eyes 
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Op’nd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both Good and Evil., Good loft, and Evil got. 
Bid Fruit of Knowledge, if this be to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of Honour void, 
Of Innocence, of Faith, ofPuritie, 
Our wonted Ornaments now foild andftaind, 
And in our Faces evident the fignes 
Of foul concupifcence, whence evil ftore 3 
Even Ihaine, the laftotevils 3 ofthefirft 
Be fure then. How (hall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or Angel, earft with joy 
And rapture fooft beheld ? thofe heav nly fhapes 
Will dazle now this earthly, with thir blaze 
InfufFerably bright. O might I here 
Infolitude livefavage, in fome glade 
Obfcur’d, where higheft Woods impenetrable 
To Starr or Sun-light, fpread thir umbrage broad. 
And brown as Evenings Cover me ye Pines, 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never fee them more. 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devife 
What bell: may for theprefent ferve to hide 
The Parts of each from other, that feem mod 
To fhame obnoxious, andunfeemlieft feer. 
Some Tree whofe broad fmooth Leaves together 
And girded on our loyns,may cover round (fowd,. 
Thofe middle parts, that this new commer. Shame,! 
There fit not, and reproach us as unclean. j 
' So counfel’d hee, and both together went 

Into the thickeft Wood, there foon they chofe 
The Figtree, not that kind for Fruit renownd, 
But fuch as at this day to Indians known 
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In Malabar or Decan fpreds her Armes 
Braunching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended Twigs takeroot,and Daughters grow 
About the Mother Tree, a Pilfard (hade 
High overarch’t, and echoing Walks between 5 
There oft the Indian Herdfman fhunning heate 
Shelters in coole, and tends his pafturihg Herds 
At Loopholes cut through thickeft (hade : Thofe 
They gatherd, broad as AmazonianTarge^LGaves 
And with what skill they had, together fowd. 
To gird thir wafte, vain Covering if to hide 
Thir guilt and dreaded fhame 5 O how unlike 
To that firft naked Glorie. Such of late 
Columbus found th* American fogirt 
With featherd Cindture, naked elfe and wilde 
Among the Trees on lies and woodie Shores. 
Thus fenc’t. and as they thought, thir fhame in part 
Coverd, but not at reft or eafe of Mind, 
They fate them down to weep, nor onely Te-are's 
Raind at thir Eyes, but high Winds worfe within 
Began to rife, high Paffions, Anger, Hate, 
Miftruft, Sufpicion, Difcord, and lhook fore 
Thir inward State of Mind, calmePvegion once 
And full of Peace, now toft and turbulent : 
For Underftanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard not her lore,, bothinfubjeftionnow 
To fenfual Appetite, who from beneathe 
Ufurping over fovran Pveafon claimd 
Superior fway : From thus diftemperd breft, 
Adam, eftrang’d in look and alterd ftile. 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewd. 

Would thou hadft heark’nd to my words, S' n“ J 
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With me, as I befought thee, when that Orange 
Defire of wandring this unhappie Morn, 
I know not whence poffefsd thee 5 we had then 
Remaindftill happie, not as now, defpoild 
Of all our good, fham'd, naked, miferable. 
Let none henceforth feekneedlels caufeto approve 
The Faith they owe 5 when earneftly they feek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin tofaile. 

To whom foon mov'd with touch of blame thus 
What words have paid thy Lips,^4/2/fevere, {Eve. 
Imput’d thou that to my default, or will 
Of wandering, as thou calfftit, which w'ho knows 
But might as ill have happ’nd thou being by. 
Or to thy felf perhaps : hadft thou bin there. 
Or here th’ attempt,thou couldft not have difcernd 

W50J Fraud in the Serpent, fpeaking as hefpake 5 
No ground of enmitie between us known. 
Why hee fhould mean tneill, or feek to harme. 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide? 
As good have grown there ftill a livelefsRib. 
Being as I am, why didft not thou the Head 
Command me absolutely not t6 go. 
Going into fuch danger as thou faidft ? 
Too facil then thou didft not much gainfay, 
Nay, didft permit, approve, and fair difrnifs. 
Hadft thou'bin firm and fixt in thy diffent, 

| Neither had I tranfgrefs’d, nordhou with mee. 
i To whom then firft incenft Adam replied. 

Is this the Love, is this the recompence 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve, exprefi:: . •. 
I: n m u table wjhenth ou we it loft, not I, - • 
Who might have liv’d and joyd immortal bids. 
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Yet willmgiy elude rather Death with thee : 
And an. I now upbraided, as the caufe 
Of thy tranfgrefling? not enough fevere. 
It feems, in thy reftraint: What could 1 more ? 
[warn’d thee, Iadmonifh’d thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking Enemie 
That lay in wait 3 beyond this had bin force, 
And force upon free Will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, fecure 
Either to meet no danger, or to finde 
Matter of glorious 
I alfo err’d in overmuch admiring ~ 
What feemd in thee fo perfet, that I thought 
No evil durft attempt thee,-hut I rue - — ~ — 
That errour now, which is become my crime, ~~ 
And thou th* accufer.j Thus it {hall befall ~y 
Him who to worth in Women overtrufiing 
Lets her Will rule 5 reftraint (lie will not brook, 
And left to her felf, if evil thence enfue, 
Shee firft his weak indulgence will accufe. 

Thus they in mutual aecufatton fpent 
The fruitless hours, but neither felf-condemning 
And of thir vain conteft appeer’d no end. 
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Eanwhile the hainous and defpight- 
' full a£t 

Of Satan done in Paradife , and 
how 

Hee in the Serpent had perverted 
Eve> 

Her Husband (hee, totafte the fatall fruit. 
Was known in Heav’n y for what can fcape the Eye 
Of God All-feeing, or deceave his Heart 
Qmnifcient, who in all things wife and juft. 
Hinder’d not Satan to attempt the minde. 
Of Man, with ftrength entire, and free Will arm’d. 
Complete to have difcover’d and repulft 
Whatever wiles of Foe or feeming Friend. • 
For ftill they knew,and ought to have ftil! remem- 
The high Injunftkm not to tafte that Fruit, (ber’d 
Whoever tempted 5 which they not obeying, 

‘ Incurred 
■ 
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fncurr'd. what could they lefs, the penakie. 
And manifold in fin, deferv’d to fall- ' 
Up into Heav’n from Paradife in haft 
Th’ Angelic Guards afcended, mute and fad 
For Man,for ofhis ftate by this they knew. 
Much wondringhow the futtle Fiend had ftoln 
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th’ unwelcome news 
From Earth arriv'd at Heaven Gate, difpleas’d 
All were who heard, dim fadnefs did not fpare 
That time Celeftial vifages, yet mixt 
Withpitie, violated not thir blifs. 
About the new-arriv’d, in multitudes 
Th' ethereal People ran, to hear and know 
How all befell: they towards the Throne Supjream 
Accountable made hafte to make appear 
With righteous plea, thir litmoft vigilance. 
And eafily approv’d 5 when the moft High 
Eternal Father from hisfecret Cloud, 
Amidft in Thunder utter’d thus his voice. 

Affembl’d Angels, and ye Powers return'd 
From unfuccefsful charge, be not difmaid. 
Nor troubl’d at thefe tidings from the Earth, 

j Which your fincereftcare could not prevent, 
jForetold fo lately what would come to pafs. 
When firft this Tempter crofs'd theGulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he (hould prevail and fpeed 
On his bad Errand, Man (hould be feduc't 
And flatter’d out of all, believing lies 
Againft his Maker 5 no Decree of mine 
Concurring to neceffitate his Fall, 
Or touch with lighted moment of impulfe 
His free Will, to her own inclining left 

* K k - In 
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Ineven fcale.-But fall’n he is, and now 
What refts, but that the mortal Sentence pafs 
On histranfgreffion, Death denounc’tthat day5 
Which he prefumes already vain and void, 
Becaufe not yet infii&cd, as he fear’d, 
By fome immediate tiroak 5 but foon (hall find 
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end. 
Juftice fhali not return as bountie fcorn’d. 
But whom fend I to judge them? whom but thee 
Vicegerent Son, to thee I have transferred 
All Judgement, whether in Heav’n, or Earth, or 
Eafie it may be (een that I intend (Ho41. 
Mercie collegue with Juftice, fending thee 
Mans Friend, iiis Mediator, his defign’d 
Both Ranfom and Redeemer voluntaries 
And deftin’d Man himfelf to judge Man fall’n. 

So fpakethe Fatherland unfoulding bright 
Toward the right hand his Gloria, on theSon 
Blaz’d forth unclouded Deitie 5 he full 
Refplendent all his Father manifeft 
Exprefs’d, and thus divinely anfwer’d milde. 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree. 
Mine both in Heav’n and Earth to do thy will 
Supream, that thou in mee thy Son belov’d 
May ft ever reft well pleas’d. I goto judge 
On Earth thefe thy tranfgreflors,but thou knowft. 
Whoever judg’d,* the worft on mee muft light," 
When time fhali be,For fo I undertook 
Before thee $ and not repenting, thisobtaine 
Of right, that I may mitigate thir doom 
On me deriv’d, yet I (hall temper fo 
Juftice with Mercie, as may iiluftrate moft 
f' v - Them 
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Them fully fatisfied and thee appeafe. 
Attendance none (hall.need,nor Train, where none 80 
Are to behold the Judgement, but the judg’d, 
Thofe two o the third beft abfent is condemn’d, 
Convift by flight, and Rebel to all Law 
Conviction to the Serpent none belongs. 

Thus faying, from his radiant Seat he rofe 
Of high collateral glarierhimThronesand Powers* 
Princedoms, arrcHftominations miniflrant 
Accompanied to Heaven Gate5frcm whence 
Eden and all the Coafl in profpeft: lay* 0 
Down he defcended (trait , the fpeed of Gods 
Time counts not, though with fwifttft minutes 
Now was the Sun in Weftern cadence low (wing’d. 
From Noon, and gentle Aires due at thir hour 
To fan the Earth now wak’d, and ufher in 
The Eevning code, when he from wrauth more 
Came the mild Judge and Interceilor both (code 
To fentence Man : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the Garden, by foft windes 
Brought to thirEars, while day declio’d,they heard. 
And from his prefence hid themfelvcs among 
The thickeft Trees, both Man and Wife, till God 
Approaching, thus to Adam caW'd aloud. 

Where art thou Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming feen far off? I miff thee here, 
Not pleas’d, thus entertaind with folitude. 
Where obvious dutie erewhile appear’d untaught: 
Or come I lefs confpicuGus, or what change 

, Abfents thee,orwhat chance detains ?Come forth. 
: ! He came5and with him Eve>more loth, though firft 

To offend, difcount nanc’t both,and diicomposVff 
i- h; *v Kk 2 Love 
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Love was not in thir looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt. 
And fliame, and perturbation, and defpaire. 
Anger, and obftinacie, and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam faultring long, thus anlwerd brief. 

I heard thee in the Garden, and of thy voice 
Affraid, being naked, hid my felf. To whom 
The gracious Judge without revile repli’d. 

My voice thou oft haft heard,and haft notfear’d, 
But ftill rejoyc’t, how is it now become 
So dreadful to thee? that thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? haft thou eaten of the Tree 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou fhouldft not eat? 

To whom thus Adam fore befet repli’d. 
O Heav’n ! in evil ftrait this day I ftand 
Before my Judge, either to undergoe 
My felf the total Crime, or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life 5 
Whofe failing, while her Faith to meremaines, 
I fhould conceal, and not expofe to blame j 
By my complaint 5 but ftrifr neceffitie j 
Subdues me, and calamitous conftraint, 
Leaft on my head both iin and punifhment, | 
However infupportable, be all 
Devolv’d^ though fhould I hold my peace,yet thou 
Wouldft eafily detect what Iconceale. 
This Woman whom thou mad’ft to be my help, 
And gav’ft me as thy perfet gift, fo good, j 
Soft, lb acceptable, fo Divine, 
That from her hand I could fufpeft no ill. 
And what (lie did, whatever in it felf. 
Her doing feem’d to juftifie the deed 5 

Shee 
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Shee gave me of theTree, and I did eate. 

To whom the fovran Prefence thusrepli’d. 
Was (hee thy God, that her thou didft obey 
Before his voice, or was fhee made thy guides 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou diclTt refignethy Manhood, and the Place 
Wherein Gbd fet thee above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whofe perfe&ion farr excell’d 
Hers in all real dignitie ;-Adornd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attract 
Thy Love, not thy Subje&ion, and her Gifts - 
Were iuch as under Government well feem’d, 
Unfeemly to beare rule, which was thy part r. 
And perfon, had’d thou known thy felf aright. 

So having faid, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say Woman, what is this which thou haft done ? 
— To whom fad Eve with fhame nigh overwhelm’d, 
Confeffing foon, yet not before her Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abalht repli’d. 
^ The Serpent me beguil’d and I did eate. 

Which when the Lord God heard,without delay 
To Judgement he proceeded on th’ accus’d 
Serpent though brute, unable to transferre 
The Guilt on him who made him inftrument 
Of mifehief, and polluted from the end 
Of his Creation 5 juftly then accurft, 
As vitiated in Nature: more to know 
Concern’d not Man(fince he no further knewj 
Nor alter’d his offence 5 yet God at iafl 
To Satan firft in fin his doom apply’d. 
Though in myderious terms, judg’d as then bed: 
And on the Serpent thus his jcurfe let fid). 

Becaufe 
1_4------ 
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Becaufe thou haft: done this., thou art accurft 
Above all Cattel, each Bead of the Fields 
Upon thy Belly groveling thou fhalt goe. 
And dull (halt eat all the days ofthy Life. 
Between Thee and the Woman I will put 
Enmitiej and between thine and her Seed} 
Her Seed fhall bruife thy head, thou bruife his heel. 

So fpakethis Oracle, then veriffd 
When jfefus fon of Mary fecond Eve> 
Saw Satan fall like Lightning down from Heav’n, 
Prince of the Aire 5 then riling from his 'Grave 
Spoild Principalities and Powers, triumpht 
In open fhew, and with afcention bright 
Captivity led captive through the Aire, 
The Real me it felf of Satan long ufurpt. 
Whom he dial! tread at lad under our feet 5 
Eevn hee who now foretold his fatal bruife, 
And to the Woman thus his Sentence turn’d. 

Thy forrow I will greatly multiplie 
By thy Conception } Childern thou fhalt bring 
In forrow forth, and to thy Husbands will - 
Thine fhall fubmit, hee over thee fhall rule.- 

On Adm laft thus judgement he pronounc’d. 
Becaufe thou had heark’nd to the voice of thy 
And eaten of the Tree concerning which (Wife, 
( charg’d thee, faying: Thou fhalt not eatethereof. 
Curs’d is the ground for thy fake, thou in forrow 
Shalt eate thereof all the days of thy Life 5 
Thornes alfo and Thirties it (hall bring thee forth 
Unhid, and thou (halt eate th’ Herb of th* Field, 
In the (wear ofthy Face fhalt thou eate Bread, 
Till thou return unto the ground, forthou 

• Qut 
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Out of the ground waft taken, know thy Birth, 
Fcrd;^ftthou art, and {halt to duft returne. 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour Tent, 
And th* inftant ftroke of Death denounc’t that day 
Remov’d farr off 5 then pittying how they ftood 
Before him naked to the aire, that now 
Muft fuffer change, difdain’d not to begin 
Thenceforth the forme of fervant to aflame. 
As when he wafh’d his fervants feet, fo now 
As Father of hisFamilie he clad 
Thir nakednefs with Skins of Beads, or wain, 
OrastheSnake with youthful Coate repaid 5 
And thought not much tocloath his Enemies : 
Norhee thir outward onely with the Skins 
Of Beafts, but inward nakednefs, much more 
Opprobrious, with his Fvobe ofrighteoufncfs, 
Araying cover'd from his Fathers fight. 
To him with fwift afcent he up returnd. 
Into his blifsful bofom reafTum'd 
In glory as of old, to him appeas'd 
All, though all-know irrg? what had part with Man 

1 Recounted, mixing interccffion fweet. 
1 Meanwhile ere thus was fin'd and judg’d on Earth, 
1 Within the Gates of Hell fate Sin and Death, 
! Tn counterview within the Gates, that now 
j Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Farr into Chaos^ fince the Fiend pafs’d through. 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began. 

O Son, why fit we here each other viewing 
Idlely, while Satan our great Author thrives 
In other Worlds, and happier Seat provides 
For us his ofspring deare ? It cannot be 

« I O ! 
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But that fuccefs attends him-, if rnifhap. 
Ere this he had return’d, with fury driv’n 
By his Avengevfince no place like this 
Can fit his punifhment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife, 
Wings growing, and Dominion giv’nme large 
Beyond this Deep 5 whatever drawes me on. 
Or fyonpathie, or fom connatural force 
Powerful at greateft diftance to unite 
With fecret amity things of like kinde 
Byfecreteft conveyance. Thou my Shade 
fnfeparable mufl: with mee along : 
For Death from Sin no powder can feparate. •_ 
But lead the difficultie of paffingback 
Stay his returne perhaps over this Gulfe 
Impaffable, impervious, let us try 
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable , to found a path 
Over this Maine from Hell to that new World 
Where Satan now prevailes,a Monument 
Of merit high to all th’ infernal Hoff, 
Ealing thir paffage hence, for intercourfe, 
Or tranfmigration, as thir lot fhall lead. 
Nor can I mifs the way, foftrongly drawn 
By this new felt attraftion and inftindh 

Whom thus the meager Shadow anfwerd foon, 
Goe whither Fate and inclination ftrong 
Leads thee, I (hall not lag behinde, norerre 

I The way, thou leading, luch a fent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and tafte 

1 The favour ofDeath fromall things there that live: 
Nor (hall I to the work thou enterprifeil; 
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Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 
So faying, with delight he fnuffd the fmell 

Of mortal change on Earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous Fowl, though many a League remote, 
Againft the day of Battel, to a Field, 
Where Armies lie encampt, come flying, lur’d 
With fent of living Carcaffes defign’d 
For death, the following day,in bloodie fight. 
So fented the grim Feature, and upturn’d 
His Noftril wide into the tnurkie Air, 
Sagacious of his Qparrey from fo farr. 
Then Both from out Hell Gates into the wafte 
Wide Anarchie of Chaos damp and dark 
Flew divers,& with Power (thir Power was great) 
Hovering upon the Waters 5 what they met 
Solid or flimie, as in raging Sea 
Toft up and down, together crowded drove 
From each fide fhoaling towards the mouth of Hell. 
As when two Polar Winds blowing adverfe 
Upon the Cronian Sea, together drive 
Mountains of Ice, that flop th* imagin'd way 
Beyond Vet for a Eaftward, to the rich 
Cathaian Coaft. The aggregated Soyle 
Death with his Mace petrific, cold and dry. 
As witH a Trident fmote, andfix’tas firm 
As Delos floating once s the reft his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigor not to move, 
And with Afyhaltic (lime 5 broad as the Gate, 
Deep to the Roots of Hell the gather’d beach 
They faften’d, and the Mole immenfe wraughton 
Over the foaming deep high Archt, a Bridge 
Of length prodigious joyning to the Wall 

L 1 Im- 
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Immoveable of this now fenCelefe World 7 :7/ -- 
Forfeit to Death 3 from hence a pafiage broad, - 
Smooth, eafie, ihoffenfive downto;Hell. : ' 
So, if great things to froall fnay beG^paar’d, 
Xcrxe/, the Libertieofi :1 
From Snjit his r ''-1^ 
Came to the Sea, and ofevHeTl&fyoHt ‘ W 
Bridging his way,with tijfd joyn?d, (waves; 
And fcourg’d with manya ftroak 1th’indignant 
Now had they broaght theWork-by Wondroui Aft 
Pontifical, a ridge bf-pendentRJiebk71 *OjntQ&Bg£2 
Over the vext-Abyfe, following the track 
Of Satan, * to the fdf fame pl£ce: where hee 
Firft lighted from his Wing, and landed fiafe 
From otit of cbaositS tMeodthde^IiHire"7;7 WoJI 
Of this round World : with Finns of A<lhiftanticB 
And Chains they made all faff,4 too faff they made 
And durable 3 and now in little fpace 
The Confines met of Empyrean Hedv’n /; 

In fight, to each oftHefe three place's led 7 
And now thir way to Earth they had- defcrPdj 
To Para'difc/ firft tending* when :behdld Cl 
Satan in likene-f^b^atf:An^e1 :‘bf 1 g ftt? * y1J a 2 A 
Betwixt t&eand taA 
His Zenith^ While the-Sun in Arftr f&jfe : •r:l 
Difguis’d he came, but thofe his Child ern dear 

Into vO 
To obferve tile fequel, faw his guileful aft ’: • ^ 

1 111 By 
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By Eve,* though ail uhvveetfng, feconded 
Upon her Husband, faw t hir fhame that .Taught 
Vain covertures 5 but when he faw defednd 
The Soai of. God,to judge them, terri'fi’d 
,Hee {) :dynot hoping to efcape, but [bun 
The prdfentr i;earing gliiltie what: ids WritiBa 

By Night, and iiftrring where the. haplefs Paire 
Sate in thir fad difcourfe5 and various plaint^ 
{Thence gatherd his owiVdooniJtw?hich Unde 
Not inftant, but' of future tirp£(. With joy 
•And tidings fraught, to'Heil he now return’d1, 
‘And at the brink of Chaps^ neer the foot 
pfthis new;wondrous^qntilice^ unhop’t 
.Met whqm nfcaSik hfe pfsprihgderir 
Great joy was at thfr 'meeting,'and at fight 
Ofthat'flupendlous Bridge his joy encreas’d. 

admh ing flood, till Sin. his faire 
C\ rk -t . : n J .V ft ' s' t O ' T ' • • 

r 

u parent, tneife are tny.magninc aeeasy 
jThy Trophies, vvhich-thou view’d as not thine 
Thou art thir Author and prime Architect: (own, 
Fori no fooner in my Heartdfym'dl 
My Heart, which by a fecret harmonic \ 
Still moves with think joyn’d in connexion fweetP 
That thou on *<3^''^<vhthy 
Now alfo evidence, hut (Iraightl felt (looks 
Though didanf from thee Worlds'between, yet 
That! mull after thee .with' this thy Son1 (felt 
Such fatafconibdlienee' unitesmsthreeVJ* 1 \ 
He 1 tquldnoToneerhod us in her bounas, 
L . ♦ • • -Oat r jj - i . i • :rv- f • ! / )«r i 
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Detain from following thy illuftrious track. 
Thou haft atchiev’d our liberties confin’d 
Within Hell Gates till now, thou us impow’rd 
To fortifie thus farr, and overlay 
With this portentous Bridge the dark A by fs# 
Thine now is all this World, thy vertue hath won 
What thy hands builded not, thy Wifdom gain’d 
With odds what Warr hath loft, and fully aveng’d 
Our foilein Heav’n^here thou (halt Monarch reign, 
There didft not 5 there let him ftill Vidor fway, 
As Battel hath adjudg’d, from this new World 
Retiring, by his own doom alienated. 
And henceforth Monarchic with thee divide 
Of all things, parted byth’ Empyreal bounds, 
His Quadrature, from thy Orbicular World, 
Or trie thee now more dang’rous to his Throne. 

Whom thus thePrince ofDarknefs anfwerd glad. 
Fair Daughter,and thou Son and Grandchild both. 
High proof ye now have givrn to be the Race 
Of Satan (for I glorie in the name, 
Antagonift of Beav’ns Almightie KingJ 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th’ Infernal Empire, that fo neer Heav'ns dore 
Triumphal with triumphal ad have met, 
Mine with this glorious Work, & made one Realm 
Hell and this World, one Realm,one Continent 
Of eafie thorough-fare. Therefore while I 
Defcend throughDarknefs,on your Rode with eafe 
To my affociate Powers, them to acquaint * 
With thefe fucceffes,and with them re*joyce. 
You two this way, among thofe numerous Orbs 
AH yours, right down to Paradife defcend 5 

There 
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There dwell 8c Reign in blifs, thence on the Earth 
Dominion exercife and in the Aire, * 

Chiefly on Man, foie Lord of all declar’d, 
Him firft make fure your thrall, and laftly kill. 
My Subftitutes I fend ye, and Create 
Plenipotent on Earth, of matchlefs might 
Ifluingfrom mee : on your joynt vigor now 
My hold of this new Kingdom all depends. 
Through Sin to Death expos’d by my exploit. 
If your joynt power prevaile, th* affaires of Hell 
No detriment need feare, goe and be flrong. 

So faying hedifmifs’d them, they with fpeed 
Thircourfe through thickeftConftellationsheld 
Spreading thir bane 5 the blafted Starrs lookt wan. 
And Planets, Planet*ftrook, realEclips 
Then fufferd. Th* other way Satan went down 
TheCaufeyto Hell Gate 5 on either fide 
Difparted Chaos over built exclaimd, 
And with rebounding furge the barrs aflaild, 
That fcorn'd his indignation: through the Gate, 
Wide open and unguarded, ^t^pafs’d. 
And all about found defolates forthofe 
Appointed to fit there, had left thir charge. 
Flown to the upper World 5 the reft were all 
Farr to the in land retir'd, about the walls 
Of Pandxmonium^ Citie and proud feate 
Of Lucifer, fo by allufion calld, 
Of that bright Starr to Satan paragond. 
fthere kept thir Watch the Legions, while the 
In Council fate, follicitous what chance (Grand 
Might intercept thir Emperourfeht, fo hee 
Departing gave command, and they obferv’d. 
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As when the Tartar from his Ruffian Foe .. 
By Apracan over the §nowie Plaines •; 
Retires, or Ba&rian Sophi from the homes 
Of TurkJJh Crefcent, leaves all wafie beyond 
The Realfne of AlaclnlA, in his retrcate 1 , - ! 
To Tanrti or Cjsbeen. So tjiejfe the late 
Heav’n4>anHht Hoft, left defert utmoft Hell 
Many a dark League, reduo'tin careful Watcn 
Round thir Metropolis* and now. expecting, 
(Each hour their grea;t adgc/]turttiromj(thejftrarch j 
OfForrein Wo;1 ck:he,through tho r?>idft,UfHhiagrR 
In itievv’* plebeian Angel militant , [% ■-] 
Of loweft order, paft 5 and from the dote 
lOf th at Plutonian Balk invifibie r.,f 
Afcended his hig;h Throne, vvbieh underfiate , j 
jOf.jicheft texture fpred, at thVuppenend s ; 
Was placet in regal luftre. Dowma while 
He fate, and round about him faw unfeen : 
At laft as from a Cloud his fulgent head ,k. 

; And (laape Starr-bright -applet;-dj or brighter, clad 
With what permifliyc glory iinee his .fall * - Vf 
Was left hhn5. or fidfegjitteo; All amaz’d g fit 
At that fo fudden blaze the Stygian throng 

;Bent thir afpeft, and whom they wifh’d beheld, : 
{Thir mighty Chief returpd: loud was th’ accl§ime: 
J Forth rufful in ftaft.e the* great cx>xrfuItiug Peers, \ 
‘Rais’d from thir dark pivan0 and with like joy > 
Congratulaiit approach’d him, who with hand; -5 
Silence, and with thefe words attention won.. 

Thrones, Doininatioiis, Princedoms vV7ertues3Row:] 
For in poffeifion fuch, not dhQly of right,(ets, 
I call ye and declare ye now,; returnd 

a . 'v ':: Succefs- 
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Succefsful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of this internal Pit 
Abominable, accurft, the houfe of woe. 
And Dungeon of our Tyrant ; Now poffefs, 
As Lords, a fpacious World,to our native Heaven 
Little inferiour, by my adventure hard r = /. 
vVithperil great atchiev’d. Long.wereto tell 
What I have don, what fufferd, with what paine 
Voyag’d th’ unreal, vaft;, Unbounded deep . 
Of horrible corifulion, over which 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav’d 
To expedite yoUr glorious march $ but I 
Toild out my uncouth paffage, forc’t to ride 
Th’ untradtable Abyffe, pi ting'd in the womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wilde. 
That jealous of thir fectets fiercely oppos’d 
Iviy journey ftrange, with clamorous uproare 
Protefting Fate fupreame 5 thence how I found 
The new created World, which fame in Heav’n 
Long had foretold, a Fabrick wonderful 1 
Of abfplute perfection, therein'Man 
Plac’t in a Paradife, by our exile - 
Made happier Him by fraud I have fediic’d 
From his Creator , and the more to increnfe - 
Your - wonder, with an Applfc 5 he thereat • 
Offended, worth your laughter, hath gjvV up 
Both his beloved Man and all hi* Worltl, 
To Sin and Death a prey, and fo to up, 

Without our hazard* labour, or a]hmw,l-oouii Ah 
ITo range-in, aud to dWellptffid#ver MVn : -UTo 2] 
To rule, as over all he fhouldTPtve rnlM .5 > 
True isr, meealfo he hath judg’d, or rather 
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Mee not, but the brute Serpent in whofe lhipe 
Man I deceav’d : that which to mee belongs, 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Mee and Mankinde * I am to bruife his heel 5 
His Seed, when is not fet, (hall bruife my head:~ 
A World who would not purchafe with a bruife. 
Or much more grievous pain? Ye have th* account 
Of my performance: What remaines, ye Gods, 
But up and enter now into full blifs. 

So having faid, a while he flood, expe&ing 
Thir univerfalfhout and high applaufe 
To fill his eare, when contrary he hears s 
On all fides, from innumerable tongues 
A difmalunivcrfal hifs, the found 1 
Of public fcorn$ he wonderd, but not long 
Had leafure, wondringat himfelf now more 5 
His Vifage drawn he felt to {harp and fpare. 
His Armes clung to his Ribs, his Leggs entwining 
Each other, tillfupplanted down he fell 
A monflrous Serpent on his Belly prone, 
Reluftant, but in vaine, a greater power j 
Now rul’d him, punifht in the fhape he fin’d, 
According to his doom: he would have fpoke. 
But hifsfor hifs returnd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue* for now were all transform’d 
Alike, to Serpents all as acceflbries 
To his bold Riot: dreadful was the din 
Of hifling through the Hall, thick fwarming now 
With complicated monflers, head and taile. 
Scorpion and Afp, and Amphisb^na dire, 
Cerafter hornd, Hydrw, and El/ops drear. 
And Dipfas (Not fo thick fwarnvd once the Soil 

Bedropt 



Bedropt with-blood of Gorgon, or the Ifle 
Ophiufa) but ftill great-eft hee the midft. 
Now Dragon grown, larger then whom the Sun 
Ingenderd in the Pythian Vale on flime, 
Huge Python,&nd his Power no le(s he feem’d 
Above the reft ftill to retain 5 they all 
Him follow'd ifTuing forth to th* open Field, 
Where all yet left of that revolted Hout 
Heav’h-fall’n, inflation flood or juft array, 
Sublime with expectation when to fee 
In Triumph ifluing forth thir glorious Chief s 
They iTaw, but other fight inftead, a crowd > [ 
Of ugly Serpents 3 horror on them fell. 
And horrid fympathie 3 for what they faw, 
iheyfelt themfelys now changing^down thirarms^ 
Down felfboth Spear and ShieTd,down they as faff. 
And the dire hifs tenew*d, and the dire form ; ♦ » , • « • 

Catcht by Contagion, like in punifhment, 
As in ihn^erime.Thas w is th* applaufethey meant, 
Turnd to exploding hi is,triumph to fhame (flood 
Caft on therfrlelves from thir own mouths. There 
A GroVe hard by, fprung up with this thir change. 
His will who reigris above, to aggravate 
Thir penance, laden with fair Fruit, like that'' 
Which grew in Patadife, the bait of Eve 
Us’d by the Tempter: on that prbfpeft flrange 
Thir earneffc eyes they fix’d, imagining 
For one forbidden Tree a multitude 
Now ris’ri, to work them forded woe or fhame 
Yet parcht withfcalding thuritand hunger fierce, 
Though to delude thfcmlentl, could mot abffaib. 
But on they roul heaps, 3net Up the Trees 
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Climbing, fat thicker then the fnakie locks 
That curld Meg<era .' greedily they pluck’d 
The Frutage fair to fight, like that which grew 
Neer that bituminous Lake where Sodom flam’d 5 
This more delufive, not the touch, buttafte 
Deceav’d $ they fondly thinking to allay 
Thir appetite with guft, inftead of Fruit 
Chewd bitter Afhes, which th’ offended tafte 
With fpattering noife rejected : oft they affayd. 
Hunger and thirft conftraining, drugd as oft. 
With hatefulleft difrelifh writh’d thir jaws 
With foot and cinders fill'd 5 fo oft they fell 
Into the fame illufion, not as Man ('plagued 
Whom they triumph’d once lapft. Thus were they 
And worn with Famin, long and ceaflefs hifs. 
Till thir loft fhape, permitted, they refum’d. 
Yearly enjoynd, forae fay, to undergo 
This annual humbling certain number’d days. 
To dafh thir pride, and joy for Man feduc't. 
However fome tradition they difpers’d 
Among the Heathen ofthirpurchafegot. 
And Fabl’d how the Serpent, whom they calld 
Ophion with Ettrymme, the wide- 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had firft the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv’n 
And Ops, ere yet Di&<ean Jove was bom. 
Mean while in Paradife the hellifh pair 

•> Toofoon arriv’d. Sin there in power before. 
Once aftual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant 5 behind her Death 
Clofe following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale Horfe .* to whom Sin thus began. 
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Second of Satan fprung, all conquering Deaths 
What thinkft thou of our Empire now, though 
With travail difficult, not better farr (earnd 
Then fill at Hels dark threfhold to have fate watch. 
Unnamed, undreaded, and thy felf half ftarv’d > 

Whom thus the Sin-born Monfter anfwerdfoon. 
To mee, who with eternal Famin pine. 
Alike is Hell, or Paradife, or Heaven, 
There beft, where moft with ravin I may meet 3 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little feems 
To fluff this Maw, this vaft unhide-bound Corps. 

To whom th’ inceftuous Mother thus repli’d. 
Thou therefore on thefeHerbs,and Fruits,& Flours 
Feed firfl, on each Beaft next, and Fifh, and Fowle, 
No homely morfels, and whatever thing 
The SitheofTime mowesdown,devourunfpar’d. 
Till I in Man redding through the Race, 
His thoughts, his looks, words, aftions all infeft, 
And feafon him thy laft and fweeteft prey. 

This faid, they both betook them feveral wayes. 
Both to deftroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for deftru&ion to mature 
Sooner or later 3 which th* Almightie feeing, 
From his tranfeendent Seat the Saints among, 
To thofe bright Orders utterd thus his voice. 

See with what heat thefe Dogs of Hell advance 
•To wafte and havoc yonder World, which I 
So fair and good created, and had ftill 
Keptin that ftate, had not the folly of Man 
Let in thefe waftful Furies, who impute 

; Folly to mee, fo doth the Prince of Hell 
I And his Adherents, that with fo much eafe 
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I fuller them to enter and, pofl'efs - = 
A place fo heav'nly, and conniving feern d; n 
To gratifie my fcornful Enemies, 
That laugh* as if tranfported with fome fit u 
Of Paffion,I to them had quitted all, ^ 
At random yeilded up to their mifrule T : ; 
And know not that I call’d and drew th^m thither 
My Hell-hounds, to lick.upthe draff aridfilth 
Which mans polluting1 Sin with taint hath (feed >' \ 
On what was pure, till qramm’d and gorg' d, ftigh 
With fuckt apd glutted offal j at oneTlinjg * ^ (jhu/ft 
Of thy victorious Arm, welhpleafirig Son, I 
Both Sin, and Deathy and yawning Grave at’laft 
Through Chaos hurJd, obftrufl: the month of Hell'[ 
For ever, and leal up his ravenoiiS Jawes.ff,< ' f 
Then Heay’n and Earth renewd fhalfbe made purfc 
To fan&itie that fhall receive no ftaine : ’ ' 
Till then the Curfe pronounc’t on both precedes. 

Hee ended, and the heav’nly Audience loud 
iSung BalleUray-.as the found’of .Seas, 1 '~l 
Through multitude that Tung : Juft are thy Ways, 
Righteousare thy Decrees on all thy Works5 
Who chn extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, ■ - 
Deftiivd reftorer of Mankind, by whom u 
New Heav’n and Earth ftiajl to the Ages'fife, 
Ordowp from Heav’n defcend.'Such was thir'fcng,^ 
While the Creator calling forth by name ' fv * 
His mightie Angels 'gave them feveraf charge, 
As forte,d beft,syith prefent things. The Surf ' 
Had firft his precept fo, to movesifoftiine,' ^ 
As might The ,E#rth withhold and heat^ 
Scarce tollerable, and from the North to call 
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Decrepit Winter, from the South to bring 
Solftitial fummers heat To the blanc Moone 
Her office they preferib'd^ to t!r other five 
Thir pianetarie motions and afpefts 
In Scxtile^ Square^ and Trine^ and Opposite, 
Of noxious efficacies and when to joyne c .rP 
In Synodimbenigne, and taught the fixt ,i 
Thir influence malignant when to thowre. 
Which of themrifing with the Sun, or falling, 
.Should prove tempeftuous:To tjhe Winds they fet 
Thir corners, when with bl^fler-to confound 
Sea, Aire, and Shoar, the Tihunder when to rowle 
With terror through the dark Aereal Hail. 
Some fay he bid his Angels turne afeanfe 
The Poles of Earth tVice ten degrees and more 
From the S^ns AKle v they withlabour pfi(h3d 
Oblique the Centric Globe ; Som fay the Sun 
Was bid tutn Heines from th’ Equino&ial Rode 
Like diflantbreadth to Taurus withrhe.SeavUvo 

660 

Atluntickjtiftx.r$,and the Sparta# Twirisnu \ 
Up To the Tropic Crab y thcocc doWmartiaine : 
By Leo and.&he>'-Virgin, ‘and the Scales, > i r ■ C 
As deep as :Capricorne, to bring in change 
Qf Seafons to each Clime} elfe had the Spring; 
Perpetual fmfl’d on Earth with • veto ant FIdu ts,r m / 
Equalin Days and Nights^except to, thofeoov 
Beyond the Polar Circles to them Day 
Had uabenighted ffiopf while*thdlQWrStmno -. * ; 
To rccompencevhis difiance , in thir fight 
Hadf ouhded ftill th* and pc&hiwiwit 337 f/ 
Or hii^f^bid^^Snokiol ol 
From cold Ejlotalaxd> and South as.fkrivn r, hi br 
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Beneath Magellan. At that tailed Fruit 
The Sun, as from Thyeftean Banquet, turn’d 
His courife intended , e!fe how had the World 
Inhabited, though iinlels, more then now. 
Avoided pinching cold and (torching heate ? 
Thefe changes in theHeav’ns,though flow,produc’d 
Like change on Sea and Land, fideral blaft. 
Vapour, and Miff, and Exhalation hot. 
Corrupt and Peftilent: Now from the North 
Of Norumbega, and the Savtoed (hoar 
Burfting thir brazen Dungeon, armd with ice 
And fnow and haile and ftormieguft and flaw, 
Boreas and Curias and Argefies loud 
And Thrafcias rend the Woods and Seas upturn} 
With adverfe blaft up-turns them from the South 
Notus and Afer black with thundrous Clouds 
From serraliona 5 thwart of thefe as fierce 
Forth rufli the Levant and the Tonent VVindes 
Earns and Zefhir with thir lateral noife, 
Sirocco^ and Libecchia. Thus began 
Outrage from livelefs things 3 but Difcord firfl: 
Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational. 
Death introduc’d through fierce antipathie; 
Beaft now with Bead gan war,6c Fowle withFowle, 
And Fifli with Fifh 5 to graze the Herb all leaving, 
Devourd each others nor flood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled him, or with countnance grim 
Glar’d on him palling: thefe were from without 
The growing miferies , which Adam faw 
Alreadie in part, though hid in gloomieft (hade, 
To forrow abaridoftd, butworfe felt within, 
And in a troubl’d Sea of paffion toft, 

' ^ Thu s| 
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Thus to disburdn fought with fad complaint. 
O miferable of happie! is this the end 

Of this new glorious World, and cnee fo late 
The Glory of that Glory 3 who now becom 
Accurft of bleffed, hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then myhighth 
Of happinefs: yet well, if here would end 
The miferie, I deferv’d it, and would beare 
My own defervings 3 but this will not ferve 5 
All that I eate or drink, or (hall beget. 
Is propagated curfe. O voice once heard 
Delightfully, Encreafe and multiply, 
Now death to heare ! for what can I encreafe 
Or multiplie, but curfes on my head > 
Who of all Ages to fucceed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe 
My Head, Ill fare our Anceftor impure, 
For this we may thank Adam 3 but his thanks 
Shall be the execration 3 fo befides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from mee 
Shall with a fierce reflux on mee redound, 
On mee as on thir natural center light 
Heavie, though in thir place. O fleeting joyes 
Of Paradife, deare bought with lafting woes! 
Did I requeft thee. Maker, from my Clay 
To mould me Man, did I follicitethee 
From darknefs to promote me, or here place 
In this delicious Garden ? as my Will 
Concurd not to my being, it were butright 
And equal to reduce me to my duft, 
Defirousto refigne, and render back 
All I receav’d, unable to performe 
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Thytermsmso hafd, by which I was to hold 
The good l fotight tiot. To the3ofs ofthat5 
Sufficient penalties, why haft thou added ; : « 
Thefenfe of endlefs woes? inexplicable t ; ! 
Thy Juftice feems 5 yet to fay truth, too late, 
IthuSiConteft ^theiifliould have been refiifd 
fhofe terms whatever^ when they were proposed; 
Thou didft accept themy wilt thou enjoy the good, 
Then cavil the conditions ? and though God > 
Made thee without thyJeave^ what if thy Son 
Prove difobedient 5 ahd^Teprov’dj retortj. ] / al 
Wherefore didft thou beget me?. I fought it riot’: 
Wouldft thou admit for his contempt 1 of thee 
That proud excufef?ryet him not tfiy,ele£Hon, 
But Natural necefiity begot. : 
God made thee -op choice hisowm; ahd of his own 
To ferve him, thy. rdward was of his grace, v 
Thy puniihment tKen juftly is at his Will. Ie 
Beit fo5 for I fubmit, his doom is fair 3 
Thatduft Lam, andfhall to duft returne r 
O welcom hour whenever ! why dcdayes ;:\v 1 
His hand to execute what his Decree- : 
Fixd oixthis day ?:why doToverlive, . : ' 
Why am I mockt with deaths and length’nd out 
To deathlefs pain ? how gladly would I meet 

; Mortalitie'my fentence,'^nd be Earth 
j Infenftbjfe Jw gla.d would lay me down 

I As in my Mothers lap ? there I (hould reft 
! And {leep feourc, his dreadful voice no more 

7801 Would Thunder injny ears, no fear of worfe 
|To mee and to my ofspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation. (Yet one doubt > I 
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Purfues die Rill, lead all I cannot die. 
Lead thatpure breath of Life, the Spirit of Man 
Which God infpir’d, cannot together perifh 
With this corporeal Clod, then in the Grave, 
Or in fcftile other difmal place, who knows 
But I fhall die a living Death ? O thought 
Horrid, if true ! yet why? it was but breath 
Of Life that finn’d \ what dies but what had life 
And fin? the Bodie properly hath neither. 
All of me theplhall die : let this appeafe y 
The doUbt, fince humane reach no further knov/sc 
For though the Lord of all be; infinite. 
Is his wrauth alfo? be it, man is not fo, i 
But mortal doom’d.f How can heexercife 
Wrath without end on Man whom Death mud end? 
Candle make3de a thfefs Death? that were to make 
Strange contradiction, which to God himfelf 
ImpofiibleTsbheld, as Argument 800 

Of weakmbfs, not of Power. Will he, draw out, 
For aftgfefs^fake,’ finite to infinite . 

| In pynifht manjto fatisfie his rigour 
Satisfied never 5 that were to extend 
His Sentence beyond dud and Natures Law, 
By which allGaufes elfe according dill 
To the reception of thtr matter aCt, 
Not to th3 extent of thir own Spheare. But fay 

! That Death be not one ftroak, as I fuppos’d, 
i Bereaving fenfe, but endlefs miferie 8 io 
From this day onward, which I feel begun 

I Both in me, and without me, and fo laft 
To perpetuitie } Ay me, that fear ' 
Comes thundring back with dreadful revolution 
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On my defenflefs head * both Death and I 
Am found Eternal* and incorporate both* 
Nor I on my part fingle, inmeeall 
Pofteritie ftands eurft: Fair Patrimonie 

X 

That I muft leave ye, Sons 5 O were I able 
To wafte it all my felf* and leave ye none! 
So difinherited how would ye blefs 
Me now your Curfe ! Ab*whyfhould all mankind 
For one mans fault thusguiltlefsbe condemn'd* 
If guiltlefs ? But from mee what can proceed* 
But all corrupt, both Mind and Will deprav’d* 
Not to do onely, but to will the fame 
With me? how can they acquitted ftand 
In fight of God ? Him after all Difputes 
Forc’t I abfolveall my evafions vain 
And reafonings,though throughMazes,lead me ftill 
But to my own conviflrion .• firft and laft 
On mee* mee onely, as the fourfe and fpring 
Of all corruption* all the blame lights dues 
So might the wrauth.Fond with ! could#thou fufr- 
That burden heavier then the Earth to bear, (port 
Then all the World much heavier*though divided 
With that bad Woman ? Thus what thou defir’ft* 
And what thou fearft, alike deftroyes all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miiferable 
Beyond all part example and future* 
To Satan onely like both crime and doom. 
O Confidence, into what Abyfe of fears 
And horrors haft thou driv’n me 5 out of which 
I find no way, from deep to deeper plung'd I 

Thus Adam to himielfla mented loud 
Through the ftill Night* not now*as ere man fell* 
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Wholfom and cool, and mild, but with black Air 
Accompanied, with damps and dreadful gloom, 
Which to his evil Confcience reprefented 
All things with double terror : On the ground 
Outftretcht he lay, on the cold ground, and oft 
Curs’d his Creation, Death as oft accus'd 
Oftardie execution, fince denounc’t >, 
Theday of his offence. Why comes not Death, 850 
Said hee, with one thrice acceptable ftroke 
To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word, 
Juftice Divine not haft’n to be juft^ 
But Death comes not at call, Juftice Divine 
Mends not her flowed pace for prayers or cries. 
O Woods, O Fountains,HilIocks,DaIes and Bowrs, 
With other echo late I taught your Shades y 
To anfwer, and re found farr other Song. 
Whom thus affli&ed when fad Eve beheld, ~ 
Defolate where (he fate, approaching nigh, 860 
Soft words to his fierce paflion fhe allay’d: 
But her with ftern regard he thus repell’d. 

Out of my fight, thou Serpent, that name beft 
Befits thee with him leagu’d, thy felf as falfe 
And hateful 3 nothing wants, but that thy ihape, 
Like his, and colour Serpentine may fhew 
Thy inward fraud, to warn all Creatures from thee 
Henceforth^leaft that too heav'nly form,pretended 
To hellifh falftiood, fnare them. But for thee 
I had perfifted happie, had not thy pride ^ 870 
And wandring vanitie, when left was fafe, j 
Reje&ed my forewarning, and difdain’d J 
Not to be trufted, longing to be feen 
Though by the Devil himfelf, him overweening 
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To over-reach* but with the Serpent meeting 
Fool'd and beguil’d* by him thou, I by thee* 
To truft thee from my fide* imagin’d wife* 
Conftant* mature* proof againft all affaults*. 
A nd underftood not all was but a fhew 
Rather then folid vertu, all but a Rib 
Crooked by nature* bent* as now appears* 
More to the partfinifter from me drawn* 
Well if thrown out* as fupernumerarie 
To my juft number found.‘^O why did God* 
Creator wife* that peopl’d higheft Heav'n 
With Spirits Mafculine* create at !nft 
This noveltie on Earth* this fair defeft 
Of Nature* and not fill the World at once 
With Menas Angels without Feminine*' 
Or find fome other way to generate * 
Mankind? this mifchief had not then befall’n* 
And more that (hall befall* innumerable 
Difturbances on Earth through Femal fnares* 
And ftraight conjunction with this Sex: for either 
He never ftiall-find out fit Mate* but fuch 
As fome misfortune brings him* or miftake* 
Or whom he withes moft (hall feldom gain 
Through her perverfenefs* but fhall fee her gaind 
By a farr worfe* or if the love* withheld 
By Parents* or his happieft choice t oo late 
Shall meet* alreadie linkt and Wedlock-bound 
To a fell Adverfarie* his hate orlhame ; 
Which infinite calamitie fhall caufe ; 
To Humane life* andhouftiold peace confound. 

He addednot* and from her turn’d* but Eve 
Not fo repulft* with Tears that ceas’d not flowing* 

And 
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And treffes alldiforderd, at his feet 
Fell humble, and imbracing them, befaught 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

Forfake me not thus, Adam, witnefs Heav’n 
What love fincere, and reverence in my heart 
1 beare thee, and unweeting have offended, 
Unhappilie deceav’d} thy fuppliant 
I beg, and clafp thy knees 5 bereave me not, - ,, 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Thycounfelin this utterinoft diftrefs, 
My onely ftrength and ftay : forlorn of thee. 
Whither fhall I betake me, wheie fubfift ? 
While yet we live, fcarfe one fhort hour perhaps 
Between us two let there be peace, both joyning, 
As joyn’d in injuries, oneenmitie 
Againft a Foe by doom exprefs affign’d us. 
That cruel Serpent: On me exercife not. 
Thy hatred for this miferie befall’n. 
On me already loft, mee then thy felf 
More miferable 5 both have fin’d, but thou 
Againft God onely, I againft God and thee. 
And to the place of judgement will return. 
There with my cries importune Heaven, that all 
The fentence from thy head remov’d may light 
On me, foie caufe to thee of all this woe, 
Mee mee onely juft objeft of his ire. 

She ended weeping, and her lowlie plight. 
Immoveable till peace obtain’d from fault 
Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wraught 
Commiferation $foon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life foTaje.arid foie delight, 
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Creature fo faire his reconcilement feeking, 
His counfel whom (he had difpleas’d, his aide.5 
As one difarm’d, his anger all he loft, 
And thus with peaceful words uprais’d her foon. 

Unwarie, and too defirous, as before,. 
So now of what thou knowft not, who defir’ft 
Thepunifhment all on thy felf , alas, 
Beare thine ownfirft, ill able to fuftaine 
His full wrauth whofe thou feclft as yet left part, 
And my difpleafure bearft £0 ill. If Prayers 
Could alter high Decrees, I to that place 
Would fpeed before thee, and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be vifited. 
Thy frailtie andinfirmerSexforgiv’n, 
To me committed and by me expos’d. 
But rife, let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blam’d enough elfewhere, but ftrive 
In offices of Love, how we may light n 
Each others burden in our fhareof woe 5 
Since this days Death denounc’t, if ought I fee, 
Will prove no fudden, but a flow-pac’t evil!, 
A long days dying to augment our paine, - 
And to our Seed (O haplefs Seed !) deriv’d. 

To whom thus Eve0 recovering heart, repli’d. 
Adam^ by fad experiment I know 
How little weight my Words with thee can finde. 
Found fo erroneous, thence by juft event 
Found fo unfortunate 5 neverthelefs, 
Reftor’d by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regaine 
Thy Love, the foie contentment of my heart, 
Living or dying from thee I will not hide 

' W What 



What thoughts in my unquiet breft arerisn, 
Tending to lorn relief of our extremes. 
Or end, though {harp and fad, yet tolerable. 
As in our evils, and of eafier choice. 
If care of our defeent perplex us moll:. 
Which mu ft be born to certain woe, devourd 
By Death at laft, and miferable it is 
To be to others caufe of mifery. 
Our own begotten, and of our Loines to bring 
Into this curfed World a woful Race, 
That after wretched Life muft be at laft 
Food for fo foule a Monfter, in thy power 
It lies, yet ere Conception to prevent 
The Race unbleft, to being yet unbegot. 
Ghildlefs thou art, Childlefs remaine : 
So Death (hall bedeceav’d hisglut,and with us two 
Be forc’d to fatisfie his Rav’nous Maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult. 
Converging, looking, loving, to abftain 
From Loves due Rites, Nuptial embraces fweet. 
And with defire to languifh without hope. 
Before the prefent objeft languifhing 
With like defire, which would be miferie 
And torment lefs then none of what we dread. 
Then both our felves and Seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make (hort. 
Let us feek Death, or hee not found, fupply 
With our own hands his Office on our felves 3 
Why ftand we longer {hivering under feares. 
That fhew no end but Death, and have the power. 
Of many wayes to die the fhorteft choofing, 
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Detonation with definition to deftroy. 
She ended heer, or vehement defpaire 

Broke off the reft 5 fo much of Death her thoughts 
Had entertaind* as di'd her Cheeks ,with pale. 

101O But Adam with fuch counfel nothing fway’d. 
To better hopes his more attentive minde 
Labouring had rais’d., and thus to Eve replied. 

Eve, thy contempt of life and pleafure feems 
To argue in thee fomthing more fublime 
And excellent then what thy minde contemnes 5 
But felf-deftruftion therefore faught5 refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but angujfh and regret 
For lofsof life and pleafure overlov’d. 

IO20! Or if thou covet death, asutmoft end 
Of miferie, fo thinking to evade 
The penaltiepronounc’t, doubt not but God. 
Hath wifelier arm’d his vengeful ire then fp-j 
To be foreftall’d 5 much more l fear leaft Death 
So fnatcht will not exempt us from the paine 
We are by doom to pay 5 rather fuch adts 
Of contumacie will provoke the higheft 
To make death in us live : Then letusfeek ; / : 
Som fafer refolution, which methinks r * 
I have in view,calling to minde with heed io;o 

5 ' Part of our Sentence, that thy Seed fhalibruife 
The Serpents head 3 piteous amends, unlefs 
Be meant, whom I conje&ure, our grand Foe - 
Satan, who in the Serpent hath contriv’d 
Againft us this deceit: to crufh his head 
Would be revenge indeed 5 which will be loft 

By 



By death brought on our felves, or childlefs days 
Refolv’d , as thou propofeft 3 fo our Foe 
Shall fcape his punilhment ordain'd, and wee 
Inftead (hall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mention’d then of violence 
A gain ft our felves, and wilful barrennefs. 
That cuts us off from hope, and favours onely 
Rancor and pride, impatience and defpite, 
Reluctance againft God and his juftyoke 
Laid on our Necks.. Remember with what mild 
And gracious temper he both heard and judg’d 

Without wrauth or reviling^ wee expected 
Immediate diflolution, which we thought 
Was meant by Death that day, when lo, to thee 
Pains onely in Child-bearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth, foon recofnpenc’t with joy3 
Fruit of thy Womb : On meetheCurfeaflope 
Glanc’d on the ground, with labour I muft earne 
My brea^&W hat: harm ? Idlenefs had bin worfe 3 
My labtfjur twill fuftain me 3 and lea ft Cold 
Or Heat fhould injurem, his timely care 

| Hath unbefaltght provided, and his hands 
jCloath’dus unworthie,-pitying while he judg’d 3 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and hi&iheart to pitie incline. 
And teach us further by what means to fnun 
T h’inclement Seafons, Rain, Ice, Hail and Snow, 
Which now the Skie with various Face begins’ 
To (hew us in this Mountain, while the Winds 
Blowmqj-ft;and keen,(h ottering the.'graceful locks 
Of thefe fair fpreading Trees 3 Which bids us feek 
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Som better (hroud5 fom better warmth to cherifh 
Our Limbs benumoid 5 ere this diurnal Starr 
Leave cold the Night, how we his gather’d beams 
Reflected., may with matter fere foment, 
Or by colliiion of two bodies grinde 
The Air attritetoFire, as late the Clouds 
jufiling or pufht with Winds rude in thirfhock 
Tine theflantLightning3whofe thwart flame driv’n 
Kindles the gummie bark of Firr or Pine, (down 
And fends a comfortable heat from farr5 
Which might fupply the Sun : fuch Firetoufe3 
And what may elfe be remedie or cure 
To evils which our own mifdeeds have wrought., 
Hee will inftruft us praying3 and of Grace 
Befeeching him3 fo as we need not fear 
To pafs commodioufly this life, fuftain’d 
By him with many comforts., till we end 
In duft3 our final refi: and native home. 
What better can we do3 then to the place 
Repairing where he judg’d us, proftrate fall 7 
Before him reverent, and thereconfefs - -: 110 
Humbly aur faults.* and pardon beg3with tears ‘ 
Watering the ground3 and with our fighs the Air 
Frequenting3 feat from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow unfeign'd3 and humiliation meek. 
Undoubtedly he will relent and turn ' - i * 
From his difpleafure 5 in whofe look ferene. 
When angry moft he feem’d and moft fevere 
What elfe but favor3 grace3 and mercie fhon > 

So fpake our Father penitent3 nor Eve 
Felt lefs remorfe ; they forthwith to the place 

Re- 
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Repairing where he judg’d them proftrate fell 
Before him reverent, and bothconfefs'd 
Humbly thir faults, and pardon beg’d, with tears 
Watering the ground, and with thir fighs the Air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in lign 
Of forrow unfeign’d, and humiliation meek. 

the End of tbt Ninth Book. 
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Hus they in lowlieft plight repentant 
1- 4 / ■ ; • -• *■- -u/ flood 

Praying, for from the Mercie-feat 
above 

iifeP: Preyenient Grace defcending had re¬ 
mov’d 

The ftbnie from thir hcarts, and made new«fleffi 
iRegeneratgrow inflead, that fighs now breath’d 
'Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer 
| Infpir d,and wing'd for Heav’n with fpeedier flight 
Then loudeflOratorie : yet thir port 
Not of mean fuiters, nor important lefs 
Seem’d thir Petition, then when th* ancient Pair 
Io_Fab%s^l<iJ]efs anqier^ ye^then thefe, 
Deucalion ana chafteTyrrifof to reftorc 
The Race of Mankind drownd, before the Shrine f 
Of Themis flood devout. To Heav’n thir prayers 

Flew 
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Flew up, nor mifsd the way, by envious windes 
Blow’n vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafsd 
Ditnentionlefs through Henv’nly dores 5 then cl id 
With incenfe; where the Golden Altar fum’d. 
By thir great Interceflbr, came in fight 
Before the Fathers Throne : Them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to intercede began. 

See Father,, what firf fruits on Earth are fprung 
From thy implanted Grace in Man, t.befe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this Golden Cenfer, mixt 
With Incenfe,I thy Piieft before thee bring, 
Fruits of more pleafing favour from thy feed 
Sow’n with contrition in his heart, then thofe 
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees 
Of Paradife could have produc’t, ere Tallin 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thine eare 
To fupplication, heare hk fighs though mutey 
Unskilful with what words to pray,let nice 
Interpret for him, meq his Advocate 
And prpp.itiation, all his works on mee 
Good or not good ingraft, my Merit thofe 
Shall perfet, and for thefe my Death (hall pay. 
Accept me, and in mee from thefe receave 
The finell of peace toward Mankinde, let him live 
Before thee reconcil’d, at leaf his, days 
Numberd.though fad,till Deatha his doom(.wliieh 1 
To mdtigate_thus plead, not to rcvcrfe ) 
To better life frail yeeld him, where with mee. 
All try redeemd may dwell in joy andblifs,:, 
Made one with me as 1 with thee am one. 

To„whotti the Father., without Cloud,ferene. , 
All thy requef for Man, accepted Sou, 
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Obtain,, all thy requeft was my Decree : 
But longer in that Paradife to dwell. 
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids : 
Thofe pure immortal Elements that know 
Nogrofs, no unharmcneous mixture foule, 
£jeft him tainted now, and purge him off 
Asadiftemper , grofs to aire as grofs. 
And mortal food, as may difpofe him beft 
For diflblution wrought by Sin, that firft 
Diftemperd all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I at firft with two fair gifts 
Created him endowd, with Happinefs 
And Imniortaiitie : that fondly loft, 
This other ferv’d but to eternize woe 5 
Till I provided Death 5 fo Death becomes 
His final remedie, and after Life 
Tri’d in (harp tribulation, and refin’d 
By Faith and faithful works, to fecond Life, 
Wak’t in the renovation of the juft, 
Refignes him up with Heav n and Earth renewd. 
But let us call to Synod all the Bleft 
ThroughHeav’ns wide bounds^fromthem I will not 
My judgments,how with Mankind I proceed, (hide, 
As how with peccant Angels late they faw 5 
And in thir ftate,though firmAftood more confirmd. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright Minifter that watchd, heeblew 
His Trumpet, heard in OreMinceperhaps 
When God defcended, and perhaps once more 
To found at general doom. Th* Angelic blaft 
Filld all the Regions: from thir blifsful Bowrs 
Of Amaruntin Shade, Fountain or Spring, 

By 
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By the waters of Life, where ere they fate 
In fellowfliips- of joy : the Sons of Light 
Hafted, reforting to the Summons high, 
And took thir Seats 5 till from his Throne fupream 
Th* Almighty thuspronouncd his fovran Will. 

O Sons, like one of us Man is become 
To know both Good and Evil, fince his tafte 
Of that defended Fruit 5 but let him boaft 
His knowledge of Good loft, and Evil got. 
Happier, had it fuffic’d him to have known 
Good by it felf, and Evil not at all. 
He forrows now, repents, and prayes contrite, 
My motions in him, longer then they move. 
His heart I know, how variable and vain 
Self-left. Leaft therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at leaft to live 
Forever, to remove him I decree. 
And fend him from the Garden forth to Till J 
The Ground whence he was taken, fitter foile, 

CMichael) this my beheft have thou in charge. 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim j 
Thy choice of flaming warriours, leaft the Fiend I 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant pofleflion fom new trouble raife.* * 

I Haft tftco, and from the Paradifeof God 
Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair, 
From haTlowd ground th' unholic, and denounce 
To them and to thir Progenie from thence 
Perpetual banHhment. Yet leaft they faint 
At the fad Sentence rigoroufly urg’d, | 
For I behold them foft’nd and with tears ; 
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Bewailing thir excels, all terrcr hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, r [fif * 
Difmifs them not difconfoiate 5 rcveale 
To Adam what ftiall come in futuredayes, 
As I lhall thee enlighten, intermix 
My Cov’nant in the Womans feed rentwdj 
So fend them forth,though forrowing,yet in peace : 
And on the Eaft fide of the Garden place. 
Where entrance up from Eden eafieft climbes. 
Cherubic watch, and of a Sword the flame 
Wide waving, all approach farr off to frigh% 
And guard all paffage to the Tree of Life : 
Leaft Paradife a receptacle prove 
To Spirits foule, and all my Trees thir prey. 
With whofeftoi’n Fruit Man once more to delude. 

He ceas’d 5 and th* Archangelic Power prepar’d 
For fwiftdefcent,with him the Cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim y four faces each 
Had, like a double Jany.f, all thir flhape 
Spangl'd with eyes more numerous then thofe 
Oi Argnsy and more wakeful then to drouze, 
Charm’d with Arcadian Pipe, the Paftoral Reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate Rod. Mean while 
To refalute the World with facred Light 
Lcuccthea wak’d, and with frefh dews imbalmd 
The Earth , when Adam and firft Matron Eve 
Had ended now thir Orifons,and found. 
Strength added from above, new hope to fpring 
Outof defpaire, joy, but withfear yet linkt, 
Whichthus to Eve his welcome words renewd. 

Eve, enlily may Faith-admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav’n defeends 

But 
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But that from us ought thould afcend to Heav’n 
So prevalent as to concerne the mind 
Of God high-bleft, or to incline his will. 
Hard to belief may feem 5 yet this will Prayer, 
Or onelbort fighof humane breath, up-borne 
Ev’nto the Seat of God. For fince I faught 
By Prayer th’ offended Deitie to appeafe, 
Kneel’d and before him humbl'd all my heart, 
Methought I faw him placable and mild. 
Bending his eare 5 perfwafion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour 5 peace returnd 
Home to my breft, and to my memorie 
His promife, that thy Seed (hall bruife our Foe 

150 

Which then not minded in difmay, yet now 
Allures me that the bitternefs of death 
Is paft, and we (hall live. Whence Haile to thee, 
Eve rightly call’d. Mother of all Mankind, 
Mother of all things living, fince by thee 
Man is to live, and all things live for Man, 

To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek. 
Ill worthie I fuch title Ihould belong 
To me tranfgreffour, who for thee ordaind 
A help, became thy fnare 5 to mee reproach 
Rather belongs, diftruft and all difpraife: 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I who firft brought Death on all, am grac’t 
The fcurfe of life 5 next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me voutfafft, 
Farr other name deferving. But the Field 
To labour calls us now with fweat impos’d, 
Though after fleeplefs Night 3 for fee the Morn, 
All unconcern’d with our unreft, begins 
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Her to w pregrefs fmiling •> let us forth, 
r never from thy fide henceforth toftray, 
Whet ere our days work lies, though now enjoind 
Laborious, till day droop , while here we dwell. 
What can be toilforn in thefe pleafa nt Walkes > 
Here let us live, though in fall’n ftate, content. 

So fpake, fo wifh’d much-humbrd Eve, but Fate 
Subfcrib’d not} Nature firft gave Signs, impreft 
On Bird,Beaft,Aire, Aire fuddenly eclips’d 
After fhort blufh of Morn nigh in her fight 
The Bird of Jove, ftoopt from his aerie tour, 
Two Birds of gayeft plume before him drove : 
Down from a Hill the Beall: that reigns in Woods, 
Firft Hunter then, purfmd a gentle brace,,', / ", 
Goodlieft of all the Forreft, Hart:and Hinde 5 
Direft toth'Eaftern Gate was bent thir flight. 
Adam obkrv’d, and with his Eye the chafe 
purfuing, not unmov'd to Eve thus fpake. 

O Eve, fome furder change awaits us nigh, 
Which Heav’n by thefe mute figns in Nature fhews 
Forerunners of hispurpofe, or to warn .. 
Lis haply too fecure of our difeharge , 
From penaltic, becaufe from death releaft 
Some days y how long, and what till then our life, 
Who knows, or more then this, that we are duft, 
And thither mu ft return .and be no more. 
Why elfethis double objeft in our fight 
Of flight purfu’d in ths Air and ore the ground 
One way the felf-fame hour? whyjn the Eaft 
Darknefs ereDayes mid-courC,%aiid Morning light 
More orient in yon Weftern Cloud that draws 
O’re the blew Firmament a radiant white. 

And 



And flow defcends,with fomthing heav’nlyfraught 
He err’d not, for by this the heav’nly Bands 

Down trom a Skie of Jafper lighted now 
In Paradife,andona Hill made alt, 
A glorious Apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm’d Adams eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahan dint) where he faw 
The field Pavilion’d with his Guardians bright 5 
Nor that which on the flaming Mount appeerd 
In Dothan, cover’d with a Camp of Fire, 
Againft the Syrian King,who to furprize 
One man, Aflaffin-like had levied Warr, 
Warr unproclam’d. The Princely Hierarch 
In rhir bright ftand, there left his Powers to feife 
Poflefiionof the Garden} hee alone, 
To finde where Adam (helterd, took his way, 
Not unperceav’d of Adam, who to Eve, 
While the great Vifitant approachd,thus fpake. 

Eve> now expefl: great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will foon determin, or impofe 
New Laws to be oblerv’d $ for I defcrie 
From yonder blazing Cloud that veils the Hill 
One of the heav’nly Hoft, and by his Gate 
None of the meaneft, fome great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, fuch Majeftie 
Invefts him coming 5 yet not terrible. 
That I fhould fear, nor fociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I fhould much confide, 
But folemn and fublime, whom not to offend. 
With reverence I mud meet, and thou retire. 
He ended 5 and th* Arch-Angel foon drew nigh, 
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Notinhislhape Celeftial, but as Man 
240 Clad to meet Man 5 over his lucid Armes 

A militarie Veft of purple flowd 
Livelier then Melibocan, or the graine 
Of Sarra, worn by Kings and Hero’s old 
In timeof Truce} Irk had dipt thewooff* 
His ftarrie Helme unbuckl’d (hew'd him prime 
In Manhood where Youth ended 9 by his fide 
As in a glittering Zodiac hung the Sword, 
Satans dire dread, and in his hand the Spear. 
Adam bowd low, hee Kingly from his State 

250 Inclin’d not, but his coming thus declar’d. 
Adam, Heav’ns high beheft no Preface needs: 

Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death, 
Then due by fentence when thou didft tranlgrels, 
Defeated of his feifure many dayes 
Giv’n thee of Grace, wherein thou may’ft repent, 
And one bad ad with many deeds well done 
Mayft cover .• well may then thy Lord appeas’d 
Redeem thee quite from Deaths rapacious claimed 
But longer in this Paradife to dwell 

260 Permits not 5 to remove thee I am come. 
And fend thee from the Garden forth to till 
The ground whence thou waft tak’n, fitter Soile. 

He added not, for Adam at the newes 
Heart-ftrook with chilling gripe of forrow flood, 
That all his fenfes bound 5 who unfeen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Difcover’d foon the place of her retire. 

O unexfpeded ftroke, worfe then of Death! 
Mutt I thus leave thee Paradife ? thus leave ~ * 

[270 Thee Native Soile, thefehappie Walks and Shades, 
Fit I 
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Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend. 
Quiet though fad, the refpit of that day 
That muft be inortal to us both. O flours. 
That never will in other Climate grow. 
My early vifitation, and my laft 
At Eev’n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From thefirft opningbud, and gave ye Names, 
Who now (hallreare ye to the Sun, or ranke 
Your Tribes, and water from th’ ambrofial Fount ? 
Thee laftly nuptial Bowre, by mee adornd 
With what to fight or fmell was fweet , from thee 
How (hall I part, and whither wander down 
Into a lower World, to this obfcure 
And wilde , how fhall we breath in other Aire 
Lefs pure, accuftomd to immortal Fruits? 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted milde. 
Lament not Eve0 but patiently refigne 
What juftly thou haft loft y nor fet thy heart, 
Thus over fond, on that which is not thine } 
Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 
Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound} 
Where he abides, think there thy native foile. 

Adam by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering, and his fcatterd fpirits returnd, 
To Michael thus his humble words addrefsd. 

Celeftial, whether among the Thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the Higheft , for fuch of fhape may feem 
Prince above Princes, gently haft thou tould 
Thy mejQTage, which might elfe in telling wound,. 
And in performing end us 5 what befides 
Offorrow and dejeftionand defpair 
Our frailtie can fuftain, thy tidings bring, 
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Departure from this happy place, our fweet 
Recefs, and onely confo!ation left 
Familiar to our eyes, all places elfe 
Inhofpitable appeer and defolate, 

{Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer 
Inceffant I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe 
To wearie him with my affiduous cries: 
But prayer againft his abfolute Decree 
No more a varies then breath againft the winde. 
Blown ftifling back on him that breaths it forth; 
Therefore to his great bidding I fubmit. 
This moft afflicts me, that departing hence, 
As from his face I (hall be hid, deprivd 
His bleffed count’nance 5 here I could frequent, 
With worthip, place by place where hevoutfafd 
Prefence Divine, and to my Sons relate $ 

920 On this Mount he appeerd, under this Tree 
Stood vifible, among thefe Pines his voice 
l heard, here with him at this Fountain talk'd: 
So many grateful Altars I would reare 
Of graffie Terfe, and pile up every Stone 
Of luftre from the brook, in memorie. 
Or monument to Ages, and thereon 
Offer fweet ftnelling Gumms & Fruits and Flours: 
In yonder nether World where fhall I feek 
His bright appearances, or footftep trace ? 
For though I fled him angrie, yet recall’d 
To life prolongd and promisd Race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmoft skirts 
Of glory, and farr off his fteps adore. 

To whom thus Michael with regard benigne. 
x Adam> 



ddum^ thou know’ft Heavh his, and alJ the Lai th 
Not this Rock onely 3 his,Omniprefence fills 
Land, Sea, and Aire, and every kinde that lives, 

* Fomented by his virtual power and warmd : 
All th’Earth he gave thee topofTefs and rule. 
No defpicablegift 3 furmifenot then 
His prefence to thefe narrow bounds confin’d 
Of Paradife or Eden: this had been 
Perhaps thy Capital Seate, from whence had fprcd 
All generations, and had hither come 
From all the ends of th’ Earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee thir great Progenitor. 
But this preeminence thou haft loft, brought down 
To dwell on eeven ground now with thy Sons : 
Yet doubt not but in V allie and in Plaino 
God is as here, and will be found alike 
Prefent, and of his prefence many a figne 
Still following thee, ftill compaffing thee round 
With goodnefs and paternal Love, his Face - 
Exprefs, and of his fteps the track Divine.’ 
Which that thou mayft beleeve, and be confirmd, 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am fent 
To (hew thee what (hallcome in future dayes 
To thee and to thy Ofspring3 good with ^ad 
Expett to hear, fupernal Grace contending 
With finfulnefs of Men 3 thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
And pious forrow, equally enur’d 
By moderation.either ftate to beare, r 
Profperous or adverfe : fo (halt thou lead 
Safeft thy life, and beft prepar’d endure 
rhy mortal paftage when it comes. AfccnJ j 
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This Hill 5 let Eve (for I have drencht her eyes) 
Here fleep below while thou to forefight wak'ft, 
As once thouflepft, while Shee to life was formd. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully repli’d. 
Afcend,1 follow thee, fafe Guide, the path 
Thou lead’d me, and to the hand of Heav’n fubmit, 
However chaft’ning, to the evil turne 
My obvious breaft, arming to overcom 
By differing, and earne reft from labour won. 
If fo I may attain. So both afcend 
In the Vifions of God : It was a Hill 
Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top 
The Hemifphere of Earth in cleereft Ken 
Stretcht out to ampleft reach of profpeft lay. 
Not higher that Hill nor wider looking round, 
Whereon for different caufe the Tempter fet 
Our fecond Adam in the Wildernefs, 
To (hew him all Earths Kingdomes and thir Glory. 
His Eye might there command wherever flood 
City of old or modern Fame, the Seat 
Of mightieft Empire, from the deftind Walls 
Of CambalU) feat of Cathaian Can 
And Samarchand by Oxus^ Temirs Throne, 
To Vaqnin of Sin&an Kings, and thence 
To Agra and Labor of great Mogul 
Down to the golden Cherfonefe, or where 
The Perjian in Ecbatan fate, or fince 
In Hiffahan, or where the Ruffian Kfar 
In Mofco, or the Sultan in Eizance9 

Turcheftan-born 3 nor could his eye not ken 
Th* Empire of Negus to his utmoft Port 
Ercoco and the lefs Maritine Kings 

j Mombaza 
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Mombasa, and guiloa, and Mtlind, 
And Sofala thought Ophir* totheReaime 
Of Congo* and Angola fardeft South 5 
Or thence from Niger Flood to Atlas Mount 
The Kingdoms of Almanfor* Fes and 

\Marocco and Algiers, and Tremifen5 
On Europe thence* and where Rothe wras to fway 
The World : in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw 
Rich Mexico the feat of Motczume, 
And Cufco in Peru, the richer feat 
Of Atabalipa* and yet unfpoil’d 
Guiana* whofe great Citie Geryons Sons 
Call El Dorado : but to nobler fights n 
Michael from Adams eyes the Filme remov’d 
VVhich that falfe Fruit that promis’d clearer fight 
Had bred 5 then purg’d with Euphrafie and Rue ^ 
The vifual Nerve* for he had much to fee 5 - 
And from the Well of Life three drops inftilFd. 
So deep the power of thefe Ingredients pierc’d* - 
Eevntd the inmoft feat of mental fight* - * 
That Adam now enforc’t to clofe his eyes* 
Sunk down and all His Spirits became intranft : 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais’d* and his attention thus recall’d. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes* and firftbehold 
Th’ effe&s which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee* who never touch’d 
Th’ excepted Tree* nor with the Snake confpir’d* 
Norfinn’dthy fin* yet from that fin derive 
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he op’nd* and beheld a field* 
Part arable and tilth* whereon were Sheaves 
T Oil New 
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New reapt, the other part fheep-walks and foulds 3 
fth' midft an Altar as the Land-mark flood 
Ruftic, of graffie ford 3 thither anon 
A fweatie Reaper from his Tillage brought 
Firfl Fruits, the green Eare, and the yellow Sheaf* 
tlncull’d, as came to hand 3 a Shepherd next 
More meek came with the Firftlings of his Flock 
Choiceft and beft 3 then facrificing* laid 
The Inwards and thir Fat, with Incenfe ftrew’d. 
On the cleft Wood* and all due Rites perform’d. 
His Offring foon propitious Fire from Heav’n 
Confum’d with nimble glance,and grateful fleame. 
The others not, for his was not fincere 3 
Whereat hee inlie rag’d, and as they talk'd* 
Smote him into the Midriff with a ftone 
That beat out lif# 3 he fell, and deadly pale 
Groand out his Soul with gufhing bloud effus'd. 
Much at that fight was Adam in his heart 
Difmai’d,and thusinhafte to th’ Angel cri'd. 

O Teacher,fomegreat mifehief hath befalln 
To that meek man, who well had facrific'd 5 
Is Pietie thus and pure Devotion paid ? 

T’ whom Michaclthus0 bee alfo mov’d, repli’d. 
Thefe two are Brethren, Adam^and to come 
Out of thy loyns 3 th* unjuft the juft hath flain. 
For envie that his Brothers Offering found 
From Heav’n acceptance 3 but the bloodieFaft 
Will be aveng’d, and th’others Faith approv’d 
Loofe no reward,though here thou fee him die, 
Rowling in duft and gore. To which our Sire, 

i Alas, both for the deed and forthecaufe ! 
’But have I now feen Death ? Is this the way 
I . • - - : 1 
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Imuft return to native daft? O fight , 
Of terrour, foul and ugly to behold, 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel! 

To whom thus Michael. Death thou haft feen 
In his firft fhape on man 3 but many (hapes 
Of Death, and many are the wayes that lead 
To his grim Cave, all difrnal 3 yet to fenfe 
More terrible at th’entrance then within. 
Some, as thou faw'ft, by violent ftroke (hall die. 
By Fire, Flood, Famin, by Intemperance more 
In Meats and Drinks,which on the Earth lhal bring 
Difeafes dire, of which a monftrous crew 
Before thee (hall appear 3 that thou mayft know 
What miferie th' inabftinence of Eve 
Shall bring on men. -Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appeard, fad,noyfom, dark, 
ALazar-houfe it feemd, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all dileas'd, all maladies 
OfgaftlySpafm, or racking torture, qualmes 
Of heart-fick Agonie,all feavorous kinds, 
Gonvulfions, Epilepfies, fierce Catarrhs, 
Inteftin Stone and Ulcer, Colic pangs, ^ 
Dropfies,and Afthma's,and Joint-racking Rheums, 
Dire was the tolling, deep the groans, defpair 
Tended the fick bufieft from Couch to Couch s' 
And over them triumphant Death his Dart 
Shook, but delaid to ftrfke, though oft invok’t 
With vows, asthir chief good, and final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of Rock could long 
Drie-ey’d behold? Adam could not, but wept, 
Though not of Woman born 3 companion quell'd 
His beft of Man, and gave him up to tears 
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A lpace, till firmer thoughts reftraind excefs, 
And fcajrce recovering words his plaint renew’d. 

Q miferable Mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv’d! 
Better end heer unborn. Why is life giv’n 
To be thus wrefted from us? rather wh'y 
Obtruded on us thus ? who if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 
Life offer’d, or foon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be fo difmift in peace. Can thus 
Th’ Image of God in man created once 
So goodly and ereft, though faultie fince, 
To fuch unfightly fufferings be debas’t 
Under inhuman pains? Why fhould notMan, 
Retaining ftill Divine fimilitude 
In part, from fuch deformities be free. 
And for his Makers Image fake exempt ? 

Thir Makers Image, anfwerd Michael, then 
Forfook them, when themfelves they villifi'd 
To ferve ungovern’d appetite, and took 
His Image whom they ferv’d, a brutilh vice, 
Indu&ive mainly to the fin of Eve. 
Therefore fo abjett is thir punifliment, 
Disfiguring not Gods likenefs, but thir own. 
Or if his likenefs, by themfelves defac^t 
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules 
Toloathfom ficknefs, worthily, fince they 
Gods Image did not reverence in themfelves. 

I yeild it juft, faid Adam, and fubmit. 
But is there yet no other way,befides 
Thefe painful paffages, how we may come 
To Death, and mix with our connatural duft ? 

There 
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There is, faid Michael, if thou well obferve . 
The rule of not too much, by temperance taught 
In what thou eatft and drinkft,feeking from thence 
Due nourilhment, not gluttonous delight, 53° 
Till many years over thy head return: 
Sotnaift thou live, till like ripe Fruit thou drop 
Into thy Mothers lap, or be with eafe 
Gatherd, not harfhly pluckt, for death mature : 
This is old age j but then thou muft outlive 
Thy youth, thyftrength, thy beauty, which will 
To witherd weak 8e gray jthy Senfes then (change 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafure muft forgoe, 
To what thou haft,-and for the Aire of youth 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reigne 
A melancholly damp of cold and dry 
To waigh thyfpirits down, and laft confiume 
TheBalme of Life. To whom our Anceftor. * 

Henceforth I flie not Death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I maybe quit 
Faireft and eafieft of this combrous charge, 
Which I muft keep till my appointed day 
Of rendring up. Michael to himrepli’d. 

Nor love thy Life, nor hate 5 but what thou livft 
Live well, how long or fhort permit to Heav’n .• 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 

He lookd and faw a fpacious Plaine, whereon 
Were Tents of various hue ; by fome were herds 
Of Cattel grazing.: others, whence the found 
Of Inftruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of Harp and Organ } and who moovd 
Thirftops and chords was feen : his volant touch 
Inftinft through all proportions low and high 
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Fled and purfu’d tranfverfe the refonanc fugue. 
In other part flood one who at the Forge 
Labouring, two maffie clods of Iron and Brafs 
Had melted (whether found where cafual fire 
Had wafied woods on Mountain or in Vale, 
Down to the veins of Earth, thence gliding hot 
To fbm Caves mouth, or whether wafht by ftream 
From underground) the liquid Orehedreind 
Into fit moulds prepar’d 3 from which he formd 
Firfl his own Tooles* then, what might elfe be 
Fufil or grav’n in mettle. After thefe, ('wrought 
But on the hether fide a different fort 
From the high neighbouring Hills, which wasthir 
Dovrn to the Plain defcended: by thirguife (Seat, 
Juft men they feemd, and allthir fludy bent 
To worfhip God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor thofe things loft which might preferve 
Freedom and Peace to men : they on the Plain 
Long had not walkt, when from the Tents behold 
A Beavie of fair Women , richly gay 
In Gems and wanton drefs 5 to the Harp they fang 
Soft amorous Ditties, and in dance came on : 
The Men though grave,ey’d them, and let thir eyes 
Hove without rein, till in the amorous Net 
Faft caught, they lik’d, and each his liking chofe 3 
And now of love they treat till th* Eevning Star 
Loves Harbinger appeerd 3 then all in heat 
They light the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke 
Hymen, then firft to marriage Rites invoke 
WithFeaft and Mufick all the Tents refound. 
Such happy interview and fair event 
Of love & youth not loft, Songs, Garlands, Flours, 

' And 
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And charming Symphonies attach’d the heart 
Of Adam^ foon enclin’d to admit delight. 
The bent of Nature 5 which he thus exprefs’d. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel bleft. 
Much better feems this Vifion, and more hope 
Of peaceful dayes portends, thenthofe two part 5 
Thofe were of hate and death, or pain much worfe, 
Here Nature feems fulfilld in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael. Judg not what is beft 
By pleaftire, though to Nature Teeming meet, 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end 
Holieand pure, coniformitie divine. 
Thofe Tents thou fawft fo pleafant,were the Tents 
Of wickednefs, wherein (hall dwell his Race 
Who flew his Brother $ ftudious they appere 
Of Arts that polifti Life, Inventers rare. 
Unmindful of thir Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them,but they his gifts acknowledg’d none. 
Yet they a beauteous ofspring (hall beget $ 
For that fair femal Troop thou fawft, that feernd 
Of Goddeffes, fo blithe, fofmooth, fo gay, 

I Yet empty of all good wherein confifts 
| Womans domeftic honour and chief praife 3 
Bred onely and completed to the tafte 
Of luftful appetence, to fing, to dance, 
Todrefs,and trouie the Tongue,and rculethe Eye.! 
To thefe that fober Race of Men, whofe lives 
Religious titl’d them the Sons of God, 
Shall yeild up all thir vertue, all thir fame 
Ignobly, to the traines and to the fmiles 
Of thefe fair Atheifts, and now fwim in joy, 
(Erelong to fwim at largj and laugh 3 for which 
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The world erelong a world of tears mud weepe. 
To whom thus Adam offiiort joy bereft. 

O pittie and Ihame , that they who to live well 
Enterd fo faire, fbould turn alide to tread 
Paths indirefr, or in the mid way faint ! 
But ft ill I fee the tenor of Mans woe 
Bolds on the fame, from Woman to begin.' 

From Mans effeminate flacknefs it begins, 
Said th* Angel, who ftiould better hold his place 
By wifdome, and fuperiour gifts receavd. 
But now prepare thee for another Scene. 

He lookd and faw wide Territorie fpred 
Before him. Towns, and rural works between. 
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Towrs, 
Concourf in Arms, fierce Faces threatning Warr, 
Giants of mightie Bone, and bould emprife 5 
Part wield thir Artns?part courb the foaming Steed, 
Single or in Array of Battel rang'd 
Both Horfe and Foot, nor idely muftring floods 
One way a Band feleft from forage drives 
A herd of Beeves, faire Oxen and faire Kine 
From a fat Meddow ground 3 or fleecy Flock, 
Ewes and thir bleating Lambs over the Plaine, * 
Thir Bootie 3 fcarce witbLffe the Shepherds flye. 
But call in aide, which tacks a bloody Fray 3 
WithcruelTournament the Squadrons joine3 
WhereCattel paftut’d late, now fcatterd lies 
WithCarcaffes and Arms th’ enfanguind Field 
Deferted.* Others to a Citie ftrong 
Lay Siege, encampt 3 by Batterie, Scale, and Mine, 
Affaulting, others from the Wall defend 

.With Dart and jav’lin, Stones and fulfurous Fire 3 
c ' V ' / ~On 
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On each hand Daughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the fcepter’d Haraldscall 
To Council in the CitieGates; anon 
Grey-headed men and grave§withWarriours mixt, 
Aflemble, and Harangues are heard, but foon 
In fadious oppofition, till at laft 
Of middle Age one riling, eminent 
In wife deport, fpake much of Right and Wrong, 
Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace, ^ 
And Judgement from above: him old and young 
Exploded, and had feiz’d with violent hands. 
Had not a Cloud defcending fnatch’d him thence 
Unfeen amid the throng : fo violence 
Proceeded, and Oppreffion, and Sword-Law 
Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting turnd full fad 3 O what are thefe. 
Deaths Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death 
Inhumanly to men, and multiply 
Ten thouland fould the fin of him who flew 
His Brother; for of whom fuch mafifacher 
Make they but of thir Brethren, men or men? 
But who was that Juft Man, whom had not Heav’n 
Refcu’d,had in his Righteoufnefs bin loft? 

To whom thus Miehael 5 Thefe are the product 
Of thofe ill-mated Marriages thou faw’ft 5 
Where good with bad were matcht, who of them- 
Abhor to joyn, and by imprudence mixt, (felves 
Produce prodigious Births of bodieor mind. 
Such were thefe Giants, men of high renown ^ 
For in thofe dayes Might onely fhall be admir’d. 
And Valour and Heroic Vertu call’d 5 
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Fo overcome in Battel, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite 
Man-Daughter, fhall be held thehigheft pitch 
Of human Glorie, and for Glorie done 
Of triumph, to be ftyl’d great Conquerours, 
Patrons of Mankind, Godsend Sons of Gods, 
Deftroyers rightlief call’d and Plagues of men. 
Thus Fame (ball be achiev’d, reriown on Earth, 
A n d w h a t mo ft m erits fa mein fi 1 e nee hid. 
But-hee the feventh from thee,whom thou beheldft 
Theonely righteous in a World perverfe, 
And therefore hated, therefore fo befet 
With Foes for daring (ingle to be juft, 
And utter odious Truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints: Him the moft High 
Rapt in a balrnie Cloud with winged Steeds * 
Did, as thou fawft, rece&ve, to walk with God 
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifsy 
Exempt from Death 5 to (hew thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the reft what puriifhment 3 
Which now direct thine eyes and fbon behold. 

Hedook’d,& faw the face of things quite chang’d; 
The brazen Throat of Warr had ceaft to roar, 

I All now was turn’d to jollitie and game, 
Toluxurieand riot, feaftand dance, 

i Marrying or proftituting, as befell v * * 
Rapeor Adulterie* where pa fling faire 
Allurd thorny thence from Cups to civil Broiles; 
At length aReverend Sire among them came, - 
And'ofthirdoings great diflike declar’d, 
And teftifrd againft thir wayes} hee oft * 
Frequented thir AffembJies, wherefo met. 
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Triumphs or Feitivals, and to them preachd | 
Converfion and Repentance, as to Souls ■ ; 720 
In prifon under Judgements imminent: j. 
But all in vain : which when he faw, he ceas’d j. 
Contending, and remov'd his Tents farr off 5 | 
(Then-from the Mountain hewing Timber tall. 
Began to build a Veffelof huge bulk, |j 
Meafur’d by Cubit,length, 3c breadth, and highth 
iSmeard round with Pitch, and in the fide a dore 

j \ 

Contriv’d, and of provifions laid in large 
■jFor Man and Beaft : when loe a wonder flrange ! 
^feverieBeaft, and Bird, and Infeft fmall 
,Came feavens, and pairs, and enterd in, as taught 
jThir order 3 laff the Sire, and his three Sorts 
!|With thir four Wi ves$and God made faff the dore. 
Meanwhile theSouthwind r'ofe,& with black wings 
Wide hovering,all the Clouds together drove 
From under Heav’n 5 the Hills to their fupplfe 
Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and inoifl, 
Sent up amain y and now the thick nd Skie 
Like a dark Ceding flood 5 down rufh’d the Rain 
Impetuous, and continu’d till the Earth 
No more was feen $ the floating Vefid fwutn 
Uplifted 5 and fecure with beaked prow 
Rode tbting o’re the'Waves, ail dwellings dfe 
Flood overwhdmd,and them with all thir pomp 
Deep under water rould ? Sea cover’d Sea, f 
Sea without fhoar} and in thir Palaces 
Where luxurie late reign’d, Sea-mdnfrers whelp’d 
And ftabl’d 5 of Mankind, fo numerous late, 
All left, in one fmall bottom fwum mi bark’d 
How didjflthcu grieve then, Adam, to behold 750 
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The end of all thy Ofspring , end fo fad, 
Depopulation} thee another Floud, 
Of tears and forrow a Floud thee alfo drown’d. 
And funk thee as thy Sons 5 till gently reard 
By th* Angel, on thy feet thou ftoodft at laft. 
Though cornfortlefs, as when a Father mourns 
His Childern, all in view deftroyd at once $ 
And fcarce to th* Angel utterdftthus thy plaint. 

O Vifions ill forefeen ! better had I 
Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had borne 
My part of evil onely, each dayes lot 
Anough to bear 3 thofenpw, that were difpenft 
The burd*h of many Ages, bn me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere thir being, 
With thought that theymuftbe. Letnomanfeek 
Henceforth to be foretold what (hall befall 
Him or his Childern, evil he may be fure. 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent, 
And hee the future evil fliall no lefs 
In apprehenfion then in fubftance feel 
Grievous to bear : but that care now ispaft, 
Man is not whom to warne : thofefew efcap’t 
'Famin and anguifh will at laft confume 
Wandring that watrie Defert: I had hope 
When violence was ceas’t, and Warr on Earth, 
All would have then gon well, peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man5(crownd 
But I was farr deceav’d} for how I fee 
Peace to corrupt no lefs then Warr to wafte. 
How comes it thus ? unfould, Celeftial Guide, 
And whether here the Race of man will end. 
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To whom thusMichaeLThote whom laft thou fawft 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
Firft feen in ads of prowefs eminent 
And great exploits, but of true vertu void 3 
Who having fpilt much bloqd,and don muchwafte 
Subduing Nations, and achievd thereby 
Fame in the Worlds high titles, and rich prey, 
Shalf ehange thir courfe to pleafure,eafe, and floth, 
Surfet, andluft^ till wantonnefs and pride 
Raife out of friendfhip hoftil deeds in Peace. 
The conquerd alfo, and enflav’d by Warr 
Shall with thir freedom loft all vertu Joofe 
Ancifeareof God, from whom thir pietiefeign’d 
In {harp conteftof Battel found no aide 
Againft invaders 3 therefore coold in zeale 
Thenceforth {hall pradiee how to live fecure, 
Worfdlieor diflolute, on what thir Lords 
^Shall leave them to enjoys forth’Earth (hall bear 
More then anough, that temperance may be tri’d : 
So all fhall turn degenerate, all deprav’d, 
Juftice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot'3 
One Man except, the onely Son of light 
In a dark Age, againft example good, 
Againft allurement, cuftom, and a World 
Offended 5 fearlefs of reproach and fcorn, 
Or violence, hee of thir wicked wayes 
Shall them admonifti, and before them fet 
The paths of righteoufnefs, how much more fafe. 
And full of peace, denouncing wrauth to come 
On thir impenitence3 and fhall returne » 
Of them derided, but of God obfe^vd 
The one juft Man alive 3 by hiscommand 
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' Shall build a wondrous Ark3 as thou bebeldd, 
To fave himfelf and houfhold from amidd 
A World devote to univerfal rack.' 

| No fooner hee with them of Man and Bead 
! Seleft for life (hall in the Ark be lodg’d-, 
I And fhekerd round, but all the Cat a rifts 
I Of Heav’n let open on the Earth fhall powre 
| Raine day and night, all fountaincs of the Deep 
Broke up, {hall heave the Oceanto ufurp 
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife 
Above the highed Hills : then (hall this Mount 
Of Paradife by might of Waves be moovd 
Out of his place, pufhd by the horned floud, . 
Withall his verdure fpoil’d, and Trees adrift 
Down the great River to the op’ning Gulf, 

) And there take root an Hand fait and bare. 
The haunt ofSeales and Ores, and Sea-mews clang. 
To teach thee that God attributes to place 
No fanftitie, if none be thither brought 
By Men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now what further (hall enfue, behold. 

He lookd, and faw the Ark hull on the floud, 
Which now abated, Tbr the Clouds were fled, 
Drivnby a keen North-winde, that blowing drie 
Wrinkl’d the face of Deluge, as decai’d $ 

) And the cleer Sunon his wide watrie Glafs 
Gaz’d hot, and of t he frefh Wave largely drew, 
As after third, which made thir flowing flirlnk 
From landing lake to trippingebbe, that dole 
With foft foot towards the deep, who, now had 
F is3!uces,a$ the Heav’n his windows fhut. (dopt 
The Ark no more now flotes, but feerns on ground 

s Fad, 
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"Raft on the top of fom high mountain fixt. 
And now the tops of Hills as Rocks appeer $ 

I With clamor thence the rapid Currents drive 
Towards the retreating Sea thir furious tyde. 
Forthwith from out the Arke a Raven flies. 
And after him, the furer mtflenger, 
A Dove fent forth once and agen to fpie 
Green Tree or ground whereon his foot may light 5 
The fecond time returning, in his Bill 
An Olive leafe he brings, pacific figne ; 
Anon drie ground appeers, and from his Arke 
The ancient Sire defeends with all his Train 5 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to Heav’n, over his head beholds 
A dewie. Cloud, and in the Cloud a Bow _ 
Confpicuous with three lifted colours gay, 
Betok’ning peace from God, and Cov’nant new. 
Whereat the heart of Achm erft fo fad 
Greatly rejoycki, and thus his joy broke forth. 

O thou that future things canft reprefenr 
As prefent, Heav’nly inflru&er, I revive 
At this laft fight, affur’d that Man (hall live. 
Witliall the Creatures, and thir feed preferve. 
Farr lefs I now lament for one whole World 
Of.wicked Sons deftroyd, then I rejoyce 
Foivone Man found fo perfet and fo juft, 
That God voutfafes to raife another World, 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay-jwhat mean thofe colonrd (freaks ha Heavn, 
Diftended as the Brow of God appeas’d, 
Or ferve they as a flourie verge to binde 
The fluid skirts of that fame watrie Cloud, 

; Lea ft it again diffolveand ftiowr the Earth ? To 
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To whom th’ Archangel. Dextroufly thou ain/ft? 
38o So willingly doth God remit his Ire, 

Though late repenting him of Man deprav’d. 
Griev’d at his heart., when looking down he few 
The whole Earth fill’d with violence, and all flefh 
Corrupting eachthirway 5 yet thofe remoov'd, 
Such grace (hall one juft Man find in his fight, 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind. 
And makes a Covenant never to deftroy 
The Earth again by flood, nor let the Sea 
Surpafs Iris bounds, nor Rain to drown the World 

890 With Man therein or Beaft 3 but when he brings 
Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fet 
Bis triple-colour’d Bow, whereon to look 
And call to mind his Covnant: Day and Night, 
Seed timeand Harveft, Heat and hoary Froft 
Shall hold thir courfe, till fire purge all things new. 
Both Heav’n and Earth,wherein the juft (hall dwell. 
Thus thou haft feen one World begin and end 5 
And Man as from a fecond ftock proceed. • 
Much thou haft yet to fee, but I perceave 

900 Thy mortal fight to faile 3 objefts divine 
Muft needs impaire and wearie human fenfe: 
Henceforth what is to com I will relate, 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 
This fecond fourf of Men, while yet but few; 
And while the dread of judgement paft remains 
Frefhin thir mindes, fearing the Deitie, 
With fome regard to what is juft and right 
Shall lead thir lives, and multiplie apace. 
Labouring the foile, and reaping plenteous crop. 
Corn wine and oyle 3 and from the herd or flock. 

, ‘ Oft 
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Oftfacrificing Bullock, Lamb, or Kid, 
With large Wine-offerings pour’d,and facred Feafl 
Shal fpend thir dayes in joy unblam’d, and dwell 
Long time in peace by Families and.Tribes 
Under paternal rule \ till one (hall rife 
Of proud arhbitioirs heart, who not content 
With fair Cqualitie, fraternal ftate. 
Will arrogate Dominion undeferv’d 
Over his brethren, and quite difpoffefs 
(Concord and lav/ of Nature from the Earth 3 
Hunting (^nd Men not Beafts ftiall be his game) 
With Warr and hoftile fnare fuch as refufe 
Subjection to his Empire tyrannous : 
A mightie Hunter thence he fhall be ftyl’d 
Before the Lord, asin defpite of Heav'n, 
Or from Heav’d claming fecond Sovrantie 3 
And from Rebellion fhall derive his name, 
Thoughqf Rebellion others he accufe. 
Hee with a crew, whom like Ambition joyns 
With himor under him to tyrannize, ~ ~ 
Marching from Eden towards the Weft, fhall unde 
The Plain* wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boiles.out from underground, the mouth of Helh 
Of Brick, and of that fluff they caft to build 
A Citie & Towre,whofe top may reach toHeav’n 3 
And get themfelves a name, leaftfar difperft 

jin foraign Lands thir memorie be loft, 
IRegardlefs whether good or evil fame. 
But God who oft defcends to vifitmen 
jUnfeen, and through thir habitations walks 
To mark thir doings, them beholding foon, 

iComes’down to fee thir Citie, ere the Tower 
S f Obftru& 
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Obftrudt Heav'n Towrs, and in derifion fets 
Upon thir Tongues a various Spirit to rafe 
Quite out thir Native Language, and inftead 
To fow a jangling noife of words unknown: 
Forthwith a hideous gabble rifes loud 
Among the Builders 5 each to other calls 
Not underftood, till hoarfe,, and all in rage, 
As inockt they ftorm* great laughter was in Heav*; 
And looking down, to fee the hubbub ftrange 
And hear the din 5 thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Confufion nam’d. 

Whereto thus Adam fatherly difpleas’d. 
O execrable Son fo to afpire 
Above his Brethren, to himfelf affuming 
Authoritie ufurpt, from God, notgivh: 
He gave us onely over Beaft, Fifh, Fowl 
Dominion abfojutes that right we hold 
By his donation 5 but Man over men 
He made not Lord 5 fuch title to himfelf 
Referving, human left from human free. v 
But this Ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stayes not on Man 5 to God his Tower intends 
Siege and defiance : Wretched man! what food 
Will he convey up thither to fuftain 
Himfelf and his rath Armie, where thin Aire 
Above the Clouds will pine his entrails grofs. 
And farnifh him of Breath, if not of Bread ? 
To whom thus cJMichael. Juftly thouabhorr’ft 

That Son, who on the quiet ftate of men 
Such trouble brought, affe&ing to fubdue 

I Rational Libertie 5 yet know withal!. 
Since thy original iapfe, true Libertie 

* 
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Is loft, which alwayes with right Reafon dwells 
Twinn’d, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reafon in man obfcur’d, ornotobeyd, 
Immediately inordinate defires 
And upftart Paffions catch the Government 
From Reafon, and to fervitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore fince hee permits 
Within himfelf unworthie Powers to reign 
Over free Reafon, God in Judgement juft 
Subje&s him from without to violent Lords j 
Who oft as undefervedly enthrall 
His outward freedom : Tyrannic rnuft be,, 
Though to the Tyrant thereby no excufe. 
Yet fomtimes Nations will decline fo low 
From vertue, which is reafon, that no wrong, 
Butjuftice, and fome fatal curfe annext 
Deprives them of thir outward libertie, 
Thir inward loft: Witnefs th* irreverent Son 
Of him who built the Ark, who for the fliame 
Don to his Father, heard this heavie curfe. 
Servant t>f Servant/, on his vitious Race. 
Thqs will this latter, as the former World, 
Still tend from bad to worfe, till God at laft 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefence from among them, and avert 
His holy Eyes 3 refolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to thir own polluted wayes. 
And one peculiar Nation to feleft 
From all the reft, of whom tq be invok’d, 
A Nation from one faithful man to fpring: 
Him on this fide Euphrateryet refiding, 
Bred up in IdoFworfhip 3 O that men 
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(Canft thou believe ?) ftiould be fo. ftupid grown. 
While yet the Patriark liv’d,who fcap’d the Flood, 
As to forfake the living God, and fall 
To worfliip thir own work in Wood and Stone 
For Gods! yet him God the moft High Voutfafes 
To call by Vifion from his Fathers houfe. 
His kindred and falfe Gods* into a Land 
Which he will fhew him, and from him will raife 
A mightie Nation, and upon him ffaowre 
His benediction fo, that in his Seed ft ; 
All Nations (hall be bleft 5 hee ftraight obeys, 
Not knowing to what Land, yet firm believes: 
I fee him, but thou canft not, with what Faith 
He leaves his Gods, his Friends, and native Soile 
Z)r of Chald&a, paffingnow the Ford ' •• 
To Haran, after him a cumbrous Train 
Of Herds and Flocks, and numerous fervitude 5 
Not wand ring poor, but trufting all his wealth 
With God, who call’d him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains, I fee his Tents 
Fitcht about Sechem, and the neighbouring Plaine 
Ov Morch 5 therebypromife hereceaves 
Gift to his Progenie of all that Land 3 
From Hamath Northward to the Defert* South 
(Things by thir names I call,though yet unnam'd) 
From Hermon Eaft to the great Weftern Sea, 
Mount Hermon, yonder Sea, each place behold 
In profpeft, as I point them 5 on the fhoare 
Mount Carmel'-) here thedouble-founted ftream 
Jordan, true liipit Eaftward 5 but hisSons 
Shall dwellto Senir, that long ridge of Hills, 
This ponder, that all Nations of the Earth 

Shall 
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Shall in his Seed be blefled 3 by that Seed 
Is meant thy great deliverer, who (hall bruife 
The Serpents head 5 whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier fhall be reveald. This Patriarch bled, 
W horn faithful Abraham due time fhall call, 
A Son, and of his Son a Orand-childe leaves. 
Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown 5 
The Grandchilde with twelve Sons increaft,departs 
From Canaan, to a Land hereafter call'd 
Egypt* divided by the River Nile 3 
See whereit flows, difgorging at feaven mouthes 
Into the Sea : to fojourn in that Land 
He comes invited by a yonger Son 
In time of dearth, a Son whole worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that Realme 

\ , » . - n » 

Of rharao: there he dies, and leaves his Race 
Growing into a Nation, and now grown J 
Sufpefted to a feqnent King, who feeks 
To flop thir overgrowth, as inmate guefts 
Too numerous 3 whence of guefls he makes them 
Inhofpitably, and kills thir infant Males: (flaves 
Tiii-by two brethren (”thofe two brethren call 

\CMofes and Aaron) fent from God to claime 
His people from enthralment, they return 
With glory and fpoile back to thir promis’d Land. 
But firflthe lawlefs Tyrant, who denies j 
To know thir God, or meflage to regard, j 
Muft be compelld by Signes and Judgements dire 31 
|To blood unfhed the Rivers muft be ttirhd, 
.Frogs, Lice and Flies mufr all his Palace, fill 
{With loath'd intrufion, and filial! t held fid 3 
;His Cattel mull: of Rot andMurrcn die, 1070 
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Botches and blaines muft all his flefti imbofs, 
And all his people 5 Thunder mixt with Haile, 
Haile mixt with fire muft rend th* Egyptian Skie 
And wheel on th5 Earth,, devouring where it rouls. 
What it devours not. Herb, or Fruit, or Graine, 
A darkfom Cloud of Locufts fwarming down 
Muft eat, and on the ground leave nothing green: 
Darknefs muft overftiadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darknefs, and blot out three dayes 5 
Laft with one midnight ftroke all the firft-born 
Of Egypt muft lie dead. Thus with ten wbunds 
This River-dragon tam'd at length fubmits 
To let his fojourners depart, and oft 
Humbles his ftubborn heart, but ftillas Ice 
More hard'nd after thaw, till in his rage 
Purfuing whom he late difmifsd, the Sea 
Swallows him with his Hoft, but them Jets pafs 
As on drie land between two chriftal walls, 
Aw’d by the rod of Mofes fo to ftand 
Divided, till his refeu’d gain thir {hoar: 
Such wondrous power God to his Saint will lend. 
Though prefentinhis Angel, who (half goe 
Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 
By day a Cloud, by night a pillar of Fire, 
To guide them in thir journey, and remove 
Behinde them, while th’obdurat King purfues : 
All night he will purfue, but his approach 
Darknefs defends between till morning Watch 5 
•Then through theFirey Pillar and the Cloud 
God looking forth willtrouble all his Hoft 
And craze thir Chariot wheels: when by command 
Mojes once more his potent Rod extends • 

Over 
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Over the Sea 3 the Sea his Rod obeys 3 
On thir imbattelld ranks the Waves return., 
And overwhelm thir Warr : the Race eleft 
Safe towards Canaan from the (hoar advance 
Through the wilde Defert, not the readieft way, 
Leaft entring en the Canaanite allarmd 
Warr terrific them inexpert* andfeare 
Return them back to Egypt, choofing rather^ 1100 
Inglorious life with fervitudes for life 
To noble and ignoble is more fweet 
Untraind in Armes, where rafhnels leads not on. 
This alfo fliall they gain by thir delay 
In the wide Wildernefs, there they fhall found 
Thir government, and thir great Senate choofe 
Through the twel veT ribes,to rule by Laws ordaind: 
God from the Mount of Sinai, whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he defending, will himfelf 
In Thunder Lightning and loud Trumpets found jI20 
Ordaine them Lawes 5 part fuch as appertaine 
To civil Juftice, part religious Rites 
Of facrifice, informing them, by types 
Andlhadowes, of that deftind Seed to bruife 
The Serpent;, by what meanes he fliall achieve 
Mankinds deliverance. But the voice of God 
To mortaleare is dreadful $ they befeech 
That. Mofcs might report to them his will. 
And terror ceafe 5 he grants them thir defire, 
Inftru&ed that -to God is no accefs 113 © 
Without Mediator, whofe high Office now 
Mofes in figure beares, to introduce 
One greater, of whofe day he fliall foretell. 
And all the Prophets in thir Age the times 



Book io. Faradife loft. 
—■ - " ■ ■»'— . ■ ■«- . .. - • . \ i-- m-furt*/.~r—*•*" 

Of great Mejjiah (hall fing. Thus Laws and Elites 
j Eftablifht, fuch delight hath God in Men 
| Obedient to his will , that he voutfafes 
Among them to fet up his Tabernacle, 
The holy One with mortal Men to dwell: 

1140 By hisprefcript a Sanftuary is fram’d 
Of Cedar, overlaid with Gold, therein 
An Ark, and in the Ark his Teftimony, 
The Records of his Covnant,. over thefe 
A Mercie-feat of Gold between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim, before him burn 
Seaven Lamps.as in a Zodiac reprefenting 
The Heav’nly fires 5 over the Tent a Cloud 
Shall reft by Day, a fierie gleame by Night, 
Satfe when they journie, and at length they c'tfme, 

u 5c Conducted by his Angel to the Land 
Promisd to Abraham and his Seed: the reft 
Were long to tell, how many Battels fought. 
How many Kings deftroyd, and Kingdoms won, 
Or how the Sun (hall in midHeav’n ftand ftill 
A day entire, and Nights due courfe ad journe, - 
Mans voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon ftand, 
And thou Moon in the vale of Aialon^. 

Till' ifrael overcome 5 fo call the third 
From Abraham5 Son of ifaac, and from him 

11 (5o His whole defcent, who thus lhall Canaan win. 
Here Adam interpos’d. O lent from Heav*n3 

Enlightner of my darknefs, gracious things* 
Thou haft reveald, thofe chiefly which concerne 

/juft Abraham and his Seed : now firft I finde 
Mine eyes true opning, and my heart much eas’d, 
Erwhileperplext with thoughts what would becom 

Of 
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Of mee and all Mankind 3 but now I fee 
His day, in whom all Nations (hall be bleft, ‘ 
favour unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidd’n knowledge by forbidd’n means, II7o 
This yet I apprehend not, why to thofe 
Among whom God will deigoe to dwell on Earth 
So many and fo various Laws are giv'n 3 
So many Laws argue fo many fins 
Among them 3 how can God with fuch reftde ? 

To whom thus Michael. Doubt not but that fin 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot 3 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 
Thir natural pravitie, by ftirring up 
Sin againft Law to fight 3 that when they fee 1180 
Law can difcover fin, but not remove, 
Save by thofe fhacjowie expiations weak, 
Thebloudof Bulls and Goats, they may conclude 
Some bloud more precious muft be paid for Man, 
Juft for unjuft, that in fuch righteoufnefs 
To them by Faith imputed, they may finde 
Juftification towards God, and peace 
Of Confcience, which the Law by Ceremonies 
Cannot appeafe, nor Man the moral part r 
Perform, and not performing cannot live, \n 90 
So Law appears imperfet, and but giv n 

I With purpofetorefign them in full time 
Up to a better Cov’nant, difciplin’d 
From fhadowie Types to Truth,from Flefh to Spirit,, 
From imposition of ftrift LaWs, to free 
Acceptance of large Grace, from fervilfear 
To filial, works of Law to works of Faith. 
And therefore (hall not Mofesy though of God 
- ' Tt , h Highly 
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' Highly belov’d, being tfut the Minifter 
Of Law, his people into Canaan lead 3 
But JoJhua whom the Gentiles Jefu* call. 
His Name and Office bearing, who (hall quell 
The adverfarie Serpent, and bring back 
Through the worlds wildernefs long wanderd man 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft. 
Meanwhile they in thir earthly Canaan plac’t 
Long time fhall dwell and profper, but when fins 
National interrupt thir public peace. 
Provoking God to raife them enemies : 
From whom as oft he faves them penitent 
By Judges firft, then under Kings 3 of whom 
The fecond, both for pietie renownd 
And puiffant deeds, a promife fhall receive 
Irrevocable, that his Regal Tyrone 
For ever fhall endure 3 the like fhall fing 
All Prophecie, That of the Royal Stock 
Of David (fo I namethisKing) fhall rife 
A Son, the Womans Seed_to thee foretold. 
Foretold to Abraham^ as in whom fhall truft 
All Nations, and to Kings fqretold, of Kings 
The laft, for of his Reign (hall be no encL 
But firft a long fucceffion muft enfue. 
And his next Son for Wealth and Wifdom fam’d. 
The clouded Ark of God till then in Tents 
Wandring, fhall in a glorious Temple enfhrine. 
Such follow him, as (hall be regifterd 
Part good, part bad, of bad the longer fcrowle, 
Whofefoul Idolatries, and other faults 
Heapt to the popular fumme, will fo incenfe 
God, as to leave them, and expofe thir Land, 

1 Thir 
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Thir Citie, his Temple, and his holy Ark 
With all his facred things, a fcorn and prey 
To that proud Citie, whofehigh Walls thou faw’ft 
Left in confulion, Babylon thence call’d. 
Therein captivitie he lets themdwell 
The fpace of feventie years,then brings them back, 
Remembrittg mercie, and his Covenant fworn 
To David, ftabliffit as the dayes of Heav’n. 
Returndfrom Babylon by leave of Kings 
T hir Lords, whom God difpos’d, the houfe of God 
Theyfirft re-edifie, and for a while 
In meaneftate five moderate, till grown 
In wealth and multitude, factious they grow 3 
But firft among the Priefts diffenfion fprings, 
Men who attend the Altar, and ftiould moft 
Endeavour Peace: thir ftrife pollution brings 
Upon the Temple it felf: at laft they feife 
T he Scepter, and regard not Davids Sons, 
Then loofe it to a ftranger, that the true 
Anointed King MeJJiah might be born 
Barr’d of his right 3 yet at his Birth a Starr 
Unfeen before in Heav’n proclaims him com. 
And guides the Eaftern Sages, who enquire , 
His place, to offer Incenfe, Myrrh, and Gold 5 
His place of birth a folemn Angel tells 
To Ample Shepherds, keeping watch by night 3 
They gladly thither hafte, and by a Quire 
Offquadrond Angels hear his Carol fung* 
A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire 
The Power of the moft High 3 he {hall afcend 
The Throne hereditarie, and bound his Reign 
Withearths wide bounds,his glory with theHeav’ns. 
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He ceas’d, difcerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharg’d, as had like grief bin dew'd in tears * 
Without the vent of words,which thefe he breathd. 

O Prophet of glad tidings, finifher 
Of utmoft hope ! now clear I underftand 
What oft tny fteddieft thoughts have fearcht in 
Why our great expe&ation fhould be call’d (vain, 

U70 the feed of Woman : Virgin Mother, Haile, 
High in the love of Heav’n, yet from my Loynes 
Thou (halt proceed, and from thy Womb the Son 
Of God moft High 3 So God with man unites. 
Needs muft the Serpent now his capital bruife 
Expeft with mortal paine : fay whereand when 
Thir fight,what ftroke fhall bruife the Vidors heel. 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of thir fight, * 
As ofaDuel, or the .local wounds 
Of head or heel .• not therefore joynes the Son 

1280 ,Manhood to God-head, with more ftrengthtofoil 
Thy enemie, nor fo is overcome 
Satan, whofefall from Heav’n, a deadlier bruife, 
Difabl’d not to give thee thy deaths wound : 
Which hee, who comes thy Saviour, fhall recure. 
Not by deftroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy Seed : nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling that which thou didft want. 
Obedience to the Law of God, impos’d 
On penaltie of death, and fuffering death, 

1290 The penaltie to thy tranfgreffion due. 
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow: 
Soonelycan high Juftice reft appaid. 
The Law of God exaft he.fhall fulfill 
Both by obedience and by love, though love 
r i - Alone 
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Alone fulfill the Law 5 thy punifiiment 
He (hall endure by coming in the Flefh 
To a reproachful life and curfed death, 
Proclaming Life to all who fhall believe 
In his redemption, and that his obedience 
Imputed becomes theirs by Faith, his merits 
To fave them, not thir own, though legal works. 
For this he (hall live hated, beJblafphenfd, 
Seis’d on by force, judg’d, and to death condemnd 
A fhameful and accurft, naild to the CrQfs 
By his own Nation, flaine for bringing Life 3 
But to the Crofs he nailes thy Enemies, 
The Law that is againft thee, and the fins 
Of all mankinde, With him there crucifi’d, 
Never to hurt them more who rightly truft 
In this his fatisfadtion 3 fo he dies, _ 
But foon revives. Death over him no power 
Shall long ufurp} ere the third dawning light 
Returne, theStarrcs of Morn (hall fee him rife 
Out of his grave, frefh as the dawning light, 
Thy ranfom paid,which Man from death redeems. 
His death for Man, as many as oflerd Life 
Negleftnot, and the benefit imbrace. 
By Faith not void ofworkes: this God-like adf 
Annuls thy doom,thedeath thou flhouldft havedy’d, 
In fin for ever loft from life 5 this aft 
Shall bruife the head of Satan, crufh his ftrength 
"Defeating Sin and Death,his two maine armes, 
And fix farr deeper in his head thir flings 
Then temporal death (hall bruife the Viftors heel. 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death like deep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal Life. 

Nor 
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Nor after refurreftion fhall he flay 
! Longer on Earth then certaine times to appeer 
(To his Difciples, Men who in his Life 

3 jo Still follow’d him 5 to them fhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him theylearn’d 
And his Salvation s them who (hall beleeve 
Baptizing in the profluent ftreame,the figne 
Of wafhing them from guilt of fin to Life 
Pure, and in mind prepar’d, if fo befall, 
For death, like that which the redeemer dy’d. 
All Nations they fhall teach 3 for from that day 
Not onely to the Sons of Abrahams Loines 
Salvation fhall be Preacht, blit to the Sons 

I34°}Of Abrahams Faith wherever through the world 3 
So in his feed all Nations fhall be bleft. 
Then to the Heav’nofHeav’ns he fhall afeend 
With victory, triumphing through the aire 
Over his foes and thine 3 there fhall furprife 
The Serpent, Prince of aire, and drag inChaines 
Through all his realme,8c there confounded leave} 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His Seat at Gods right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in Heavn 3 and thence fhall come, 

i-35©' When this worlds diffolution fhall be ripe. 
With glory and power to judge both quick 8c dead. 
To judge th* unfaithful dead, but to reward 
His faithful, and receave them into blifs, 
Whether in Heav’n or Earth, for then the Earth 
Shall all be Paradife, far happier place 
Then this of Rden, and far happier daies. 

So fpake th* Archangel Michael, then paus’d. 
As at the Worlds great period 5 and our Sire 
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Replete with joy and wonder thus repli’d. 
O goodnefs infinite, goodnefs immenfe ! 

That all this good of evil (hall produce, 
And evil turn to good 3 more wonderful 
Then that which by creation firfi: brought forth 
Light out of darknefs! full of doubt I ftand. 
Whether I fhould repent me now of fin 
By mee done and occafiond, or rejoyce 
Much more, that much more good thereof (halJ 
fo God more glory,more good will tc*Men(fpring, 
From God., and over wrauth grace fhall abound. 
But fay3 if our deliverer up to Heav’n 
Muftreafcend, what will betide the few 
His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd. 
The enemies of truth 5 who then fhall guide 
His people, who defend } will they not deale 
Worf with his followers then with him they dealt ? 

Be fure they will,feid th’ Angela but from Heav’n 
Hee to his own a Comforter will fend. 
The promife ofthe Father, who fhall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the Law of Faith 
Working through love,upon thir hearts (hall write. 
To guide them in all truth, and alfo arme 
With fpiritual Armour, able to refift 
Satans afFaults, and quench his fierie darts, 
What Man can do ,againft them, not affraid, 
Though to the death, againfl: fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompenc’t, * 
And oft fupported fo as fhall amaze 
Thir proudeft perfecuters: for the Spirit 
Powrdfirfton his Apofties, whom he fends 
To evangelize the Nations, then on all 

Baptiz’d, 
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Baptiz’d, (hall them with wondrous gifts endue 
Tofptak all Tongues, and do all Miracles, 
As did thir Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each Nation toreceave 
With joy the tidings brought fromHeav’mat length 
Thir Miniftry perform’d, and race well run, 
Thir do&rine and thir ftory written left. 
They die } but in thir room, as they forew'arne, 
Wolves Ihall fucceed for teachers, grievous Wolves, 
Who all thefacred myfteries of Heav’n 
To thir own vile advantages (hall turne 
Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 
With fuperftitions and traditions taint, 
Left onely in thofe written Records pure. 
Though not but by the Spirit underftood. 
Then (hall they feek to avail themfelves of names. 
Places and titles, and with thefe to joine 
Secular power, though feigning (till toad 
By fpiritual, to themfelves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promisd alike and giv’n 
To ail Beleevers 5 and from that pretenfe. 
Spiritual Lawes by carnal power (hall force 
On every confcience 5 Laws which none (hall finde 
Left them inrould, or what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace it felf, and binde 
His confort Liberties what,but unbuild 
Hisliving Temples, built by Faith to (land, 
Thir own Faith notanothers : for on Earth 
Whoagainft Faith and Confcience can be heard 
bsfJlible? yet many will prefume: 
Whence heavie perfecution (hall arife 



On ail who in the worfhip perfevere 
Of Spirit and Truth 5 the reft, farr greater part. 
Will deem in outward Rites and fpecious formes 
Religion fatisfi’d 5 Truth fhall retire 
Beftuck with flandrous darts, and works of Faith 
Rarely be found : fofhall the World goe on. 
To good malignant, to bad men benigne. 
Under her own waight groaning, till the day *430 
Appear of refpiration to the juft, 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him fo lately promifs’d to thy aid, 
The Womans feed, obfcurely then foretold, 
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord,;) 
Laft in the Clouds from Heav’n to be reveald 
In glory of the Father, to diftolve 
Satan with his perverted World, thenraile 
From the conflagrant mafs, purg’d and refin’d. 
New Heav’ns, new Earth, Ages of endlelsdate 1440 
Founded in righteoufnefs and peace and love. 
To bring forth fruits Joy and eternal Blifs. 

He ended 5 and thus Adam laft reply *d. 
How foon hath thy prediction. Seer bleft, 
Meafur’d this tranfient World, the Race of time 
Till time ftand fixt: beyond is all abyfs, 
Eternitie, whofeend no eye can reach. 
Greatly inftruCted I (hall hence depart. 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this veffelcan container 1*45° 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire. 
Henceforth I learne, that to obey is beft. 
And love with feare the onely God, to walk 
As injhis prefence, ever to obferve^ 
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Hn> providence, and on him foie depend. 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by fmafl 
Accomplifhing great things, by things deemd weak 
Subverting worldly ftrong, and wor dly wife 
By fimply meek $ that buffering for Truths fake 
Is fortitude to hightft vi&orie. 
And to the faithful Death the Gate of Life 5 
Taught this by his example whom I now; 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft. 

To whom thusalfo th* Angel laft repli’d : „ 
This having learnt, thou haft attaind the fumme 
Of wifdom 5 hope no higher, though all the Starrs 
Thou knewft by name, and all th* ethereal Powers, 
All fecrets of the deep, all Natures works, 
Or works of God in Heav’n, Air, Earth, orSea, 
And all the riches of this World enjoydft. 
And all the rule, one Empire 5 onelyadd 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add Faith, 
Add Vertue, Patience, Temperance, add Love, 
By name to come call’d Charitie, the foul 
Of all the reft: then wilt thou not be loath 
To leave this Paradife, but thaJt poffefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier farr. 
Let us defeend now therefore from this top 
Of Speculations for the hour precife 
Exafts our parting hence $ and fee the Guards, 
By meeencampt oh yonder Hill, expeft 
Thir motion, at whofe Front a flaming Sword, 
In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round,' 
We may no longer ftay go, waken Eve \ 
Her alfo I with gentle Dreams have calm'd 

. , - . Portending 



Portending good, and all her fpirits compos’d 
To meek fubmiffion : thou at feafon fit 
Let her with thee partake what thou haft heard., 
Chiefly what may concern her Faith to know. 
The great deliverance by her Seed to come 
("For by the Womans Seedy on all Mankind. 
That ye may live, which will be many dayes. 
Both in one Faith unanimous though fad, 
With caufe for evils paft, yet much more cheer’d 
With meditation on the happie end. 

He ended, and they both defcend the Hill 3 
Defended, Adam to the Bowre where Eve 
Lay fleeping ran before, but found her wak’t$ 
And thus with words not fad fhe him receav’d. 

Whence thou returnft,& whither wentftj know 3 
For God is alfo in deep, and Dreams advife, 
Which he hath fent propitious, fome great good 
Prefaging, fince withforrow and hearts diftrefs 
Wearied [fell afleep: but now lead on3 
Tn mee is no delay 3 with thee to goe. 
Is to ftay here 3 without thee here to flay, 
Is to go hence unwilling f thou to mee 
Art all things under Heav’n, all places thou. 
Who for my wilful crime art banifht hence. 
This further confolation yetfecure 
I carry hence 3 though all by mee is loft, 
Such favour I unworthie am voutfaft. 
By mee the Promis’d Seed (hall all reftore. 

So fpake our Mother Eve, and Adam heard 
Well pleas’d, but anfwcr'd not 3 for now too nigh 
Th’ Archangel flood, and from the other Hill 
To thir fixt Station, all in bright array 
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’The Cherubim defcended 3 on the ground 

S 20!Gliding meteorous, asEv’ning Mift 
Ris’n from a River o’re the marifti glides. 
And gathers ground faft at the Labourers heel 
Homeward returning. High in Front advanc’t, 
Thebrandifht Sword of God before them blaz’d 
Fierce as a Comet 3 which with torrid heat. 
And vapour as the Libyan Air aduft, 
Began to parch that temperate Clime3 whereat 
In either hand the haftning Angel caught 
Our lingring Parents, and to tha EafternGate 

530 I ed theqi direft, and down the Cliff as faft 
Tcthefubje&edPlaine 3 then difappeer’d. 
They looking back, all th* Eaftern fide beheld 

. OfParadife, fo late chir happie feat, 
Wav’d over by that flaming Brand, the Cate 
With dreadful Faces throng’d and flerie Armes: 
Som natural tears they drop’d^ut wip’d them foons 
The World was all before them, where to choofe 
Thir place of reft> and Providence thir guide: 
They hand in hand with wandring fteps and flow, 

>540 Through Edentook thir folitarie way. 

THE END. 
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